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www.vrgonline.org Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

April 1-3 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

April 25 Driver Development Program – Jefferson Circuit, Summit Point, WV 
Advanced/Refresher Clinic for VRG’s current experienced racers and veteran drivers 
returning to the sport – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 10-12 Driver School – Summit Point, WV 
Level 1/Novice Students – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 12-15 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 23-25 Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway  
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

July 15-17 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA 
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 2-5 Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT 
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

September 23-25 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

October 14-16 New Jersey Historics – NJMP Lightning, Millville, NJ 
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

November 18-20 Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.

VRG Event Schedule20222022

Wild Hare Run 2022

Wild Hare Run 2022

View more at BillStoler.com
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Likewise, “You can’t appreciate the first trip to the 
racetrack unless you’ve experienced four months of 
winter in the Mid-Atlantic!” (Add in a few years of 
Covid, politics and a world on fire – well you know 
what I mean!) That has been my observation since 
I retired four years ago (where did that time go?) – 
I jumped at retirement at 55, just so I could chase 
race cars with the VRG. So, after a few months in the 
winter, I tend to get a little bummed out waiting for 
the green flag to fly again!

It’s always a thrill when I hit the road to any vintage 
racing event – but the first event after the long winter 
layoff, always “turbocharges” my level of excitement 
and when the destination is the amazing Virginia 
International Raceway, well… it’s simply incredible! 
Since 2015, my first race of the year has been covering 
the VRG Formula Ford Challenge Series visit to the 
VDCA Wild Hare Run. 

The weather was typical for spring in southern 
Virginia – plenty of blue skies but it was a bit blustery 
on Friday. Saturday was excellent before the winds 
returned on Sunday. No problem with rain, but the 
morning sessions were a constant reminder that cold 
racing tires demand respect. The entries may have 
been down a bit from last year’s record entry but not 
the enthusiasm – plenty of smiles and socializing in 
the paddock after a long winter break. 

The VDCA wastes no time getting to the feature race 
of the weekend and it takes place on Friday evening. 
“The Wild Hare Run” is a VDCA version of an 
“Australian Pursuit Race,” a handicap race that allows 
each car to compete for the overall win regardless of 
class. The VDCA “Math Wizards,” Mike Jackson and 
Doug Meis crunch the numbers (qualifying times) 
using a “complex and highly secret algorithm” to 
determine the starting order, specific release time and 
most importantly – the timing of the checkered flag! 

Bill Stoler’s SNAPSHOT! – VRG & FFCS at the 2022 Wild Hare Run 
“You can’t appreciate a Friday unless you’ve experienced a Monday!”

View more at BillStoler.com
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View more at BillStoler.com

Slower cars are released first and the fastest car last. In 
theory – all cars should finish at the same time, if every 
car ran its qualifying time and lost no time passing 
cars, etc. This year’s winner was Gregg Herr, fittingly 
driving a 1984 Volkswagen Rabbit! Greg was awarded 
the Wild Hare trophy, a “life size plush rabbit” at the 
dinner on Saturday evening and carried the tradition 
of strapping in the hare as a passenger for Sunday’s 
races. The “Bunny’s Butt” award goes to the second-
place finisher and this year’s accolade went to Paul 
Buttrose who piloted a Miata this year. 

Plenty of good racing among all the groups but one 
battle in Group 1 caught my attention. A battle of 
MGAs was brewing – the ’61 MGA of Eric Russell 
and the ’59 MGA of Stan Heath traded the lead several 
times during race #1 with Stan edging out Eric for 
a 4th place finish. Stan’s son Stirling (yes – named 
for that racer Moss) was having some oil pressure 
issues in his MGB-GT and was headed home before 
Dad offered him the drive in the MGA. Stan Heath 
joked to Russell – that he was “putting a ringer” in 
his car for the feature race! The battle of the MGAs 
continued – but this time it was for a photo-finish 
win. Stirling bested Eric by only 3/10th of a second! 
Stirling described his race “I got caught behind a 
spinning car on lap one. I didn’t think I would be able 
catch Eric, but he got held up in traffic and the race 
was on! We passed several times and on the last lap, I 
passed him on the back straight – but Eric got a great 
run out of Hog Pen and nearly caught me at the finish 
– another 100 yards and he would’ve beaten me!”

Racers’ Journal – Eric Russell
It was a great weekend. We arrived around noon 
on Thursday after a 45 minute tow. It was windy 
and raining. At about 2:30pm a switch was 
thrown, the clouds parted and the rain stopped. 
Blue skies and sun the rest of the weekend. 

We had four MGAs on the track. Stan and I had 
great fun dicing in race #1 Saturday morning. My 
car developed a high speed misfire which let Stan 
get by on the back straight. A new set of colder spark 
plugs fixed that. Stan’s son Stirling was not able to 
race his MGB GT due to oil pressure problems so 
he drove the MGA in the Saturday afternoon race. 
It took him a few laps to get reacquainted with the 
car and some lapped traffic slowed me down, so 
we finished the race literally side by side.

Links to video from Eric Russell’s #61 MGA 

The good parts: 
1:25 - 1:35 13:45 - 14:05 14:40 - 15:15 
15:50 - 16:10 17:35 - 18:00 10:50 - 21:05

– Eric Russell, Mebane, NC

#53 Stan Heath,#42 Carl George,#167 Kevin Richards,#61 Eric Russell

http://www.billstoler.com
https://youtu.be/sEtuG_2Qlrw
http://www.billstoler.com
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The incredible racing continued with the Formula 
Ford Challenge Series. Doug Meis brought his newly 
acquired “Flying Banana,” a ’78 Lola T440. Several 
other new cars and faces racing with the series at VIR 
included the beautiful Lolas of Billy Moore – ’73 
T340 and Dennis Lane – ’74 T342. Billy Moore enjoys 
vintage racing but doesn’t get to do it nearly enough. 
He’s a crewmember on an IMSA race team (JRIII) 
and finding an open weekend to go vintage racing is 
rare. Dennis Lane raced SCCA (Showroom Stock C) 
in the early ‘80s and returned to racing last year with 
his sons. This was his first race with the Lola. Moore 
and Lane both indicated they love the laid-back pace 
and the camaraderie of vintage racing.

Exciting, wheel-to-wheel racing by the talented pilots 
of the FFCS ensued, Tim Gaffney learning why turn 
three is dubbed “NASCAR Bend” – it got its name 
during the 1966 Trans Am race when Richard Petty, 
David Pearson, and Danville VA’s favorite son – 
Wendell Scott struggled in this same turn! And here’s 
a scene from Sunday’s Challenge Series Feature Race:

Scott Fairchild took the early lead – but this time he 
would not shake Joe Griffin who drafted tightly until 
he made his move on lap 4, taking the lead. The pair 
headed into Oak Tree when Griffin suddenly spun and 

Fairchild stalling. In what seems like a moment made 
for Hollywood, Fairchild recalls the motors fell silent 
and looking eye to eye, Griffin exclaimed “I don’t 
know what happened!” Fairchild replies “I don’t know 
either – Let’s go!” But as Fairchild pulled away – his 
spirit sunk as he saw Griffin’s rear wheel flailing away 
– a broken axle had been the culprit and brought an 
“unceremonious end to an epic battle!”

For the full FFCS report, see Bernard Bradpiece’s 
story on page 6.

The Fords weren’t the only open wheel group providing 
excitement at VIR, the Formula Vees competed in 
Group 1 – but a split start allowed them to put on 
a great race. The father and son duo of Marcus and 
Charles Jones brought their Zinks, Mike Ennis and 
Bob Clarke piloted Lynx Formula Vees. Mike Jackson 
raced with his familiar ’69 Shadowfax and described 
Saturday’s race as “the usual spectacularly close battle 
among old friends that have raced in April at VIR for 
many years.” He added “somebody won and the rest 
of us were mere car lengths behind!”

Several cars – new to us in the paddock this weekend 
included Tim Scopes ’58 Lotus 11. During the 60s, it 
was raced in the U.S. and Central America. It spent 30 
years in Australia, the last 17 years in hands of collector 

View more at BillStoler.com
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in Sydney. Scopes acquired the car last November and 
the logbooks indicate this was its first race in 17 years. 

Another car attracting attention at VIR was the 1971 
Chevron “Gunston” B21/23 of Tom Grudovich. In 
1972, the car finished 1st in G class and 2nd overall at 
the Kyalami 9-hour endurance race, driven by Gerry 
Birrell and Jochen Mass. Sponsored by “Gunston”– 
a South African cigarette manufacturer, the team 
captured the 1972 South African Springbok Trophy 
Series Championship. Tom said the WHR was a 
good low-key event for his “maiden voyage” practice 
weekend with the car. Tom described that he a is very 
methodical driver and didn’t rush stepping it up to 
its limits and never really approached the cornering 
ability of the car. Despite that, he still turned the 
fastest lap of the weekend of the Wild Hare Run – a 
1:58, significantly faster than his previous best of 2:14 
or so in his G4 at VIR! Pleasantly surprised with how 
drivable and controllable it was compared to his older 
vintage cars, he stated “those big fat slicks – I had 
never been in anything like that before… I felt like I 
was screwed to the chassis – I loved it!” He’s not quite 

sure where he will get it back out but indicated it may 
be the Jefferson 500. I certainly hope so!

The Wild Hare Run weekend is a special weekend at 
a vintage racetrack that was created long before the 
lawyers and engineers caught up. Hard to believe that 
this place may not exist – if it wasn’t for a vintage 
racer that simply wanted to build a facility with decent 
bathrooms and a good restaurant, so that his wife would 
accompany him to the races. Thanks to the vision of 
real estate developer Harvey Siegel and his assistant 
Connie Nyholm – VIR was resurrected in 1998 and 
completed in 2000. Siegel has since retired, but VIR 
continues to thrive and grow under the direction of 
Connie and her staff. Recent improvements include the 
widening of pit-lane, added pit stalls and LED lighting 
and a new spectator walk. Lots of new guardrails and 
tire bundles have increased safety. The future looks 
bright for VIR and the racing faithful. 

I’ll see you at the Jefferson 500 in May!
– Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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A VIR record 27 cars arrived at a bright though cool 
VIR for the first round of the 2022 Formula Ford 
Challenge Series on April 1st. It was the beginning of a 
fun weekend with just a few misdemeanors. 20 different 
models of FF were on display, and the quality of the 
cars has improved significantly over the years as more 
and more have been and are being restored. Along with 
the “usual suspects” we had six new entrants who we 
hopefully made welcome. As usual at the Wild Hare, 
Dave Handy at Sasco put on a welcome party Friday 
evening, so, as has become customary, FFCS had a 
cocktail hour late afternoon to meet and greet after the 
long winter and to enjoy some adult beverages and 
snacks. Su Moran organized the raffles with generous 
prizes from our supporting vendors, who we thank.

As ever, the racing was fast and furious, with qualifying 
indicating we had a front group of Club Fords led by 
Gaffney – ’75 Lola T342, Griffin – ’75 Van Diemen 
RF75, Fairchild – ’79 Zink Z10 and Meis – ’78 Lola 
T440, with Fraelich – ’79 Crossle 35 and Fairchild senior 
– ’79 Zink Z10 making a second race close behind. And 
so it proved. The top four going hammer and tongs in 
race one, until Gaffney, with too much rear brake bias, 
spun collecting Meis and Fairchild senior unfortunately 
putting Meis out for the rest of the weekend and Gaffney 
on the trailer. That left Fairchild junior way out in front 
followed by Griffin and Fraelich. Beard – ’87 Crossle 
65F, with a new engine, has really upped his pace 
and finished fifth, the first Post Club car. Top Historic 
honors went to Mathew Barbour in a beautiful and rare 
‘69 Macon MR7B. Race two started with Fairchild and 
Griffin on point but again Fairchild was able to break the 

draft and motor into the distance. Meanwhile, Fairchild 
senior and Fraelich were absolutely flying until lap four 
when Fraelich, having taken advice, tried braking one 
hundred feet later at the daunting Roller Coaster and 
ended in the tire barrier, fortunately with damage to 
only one corner but enough to put him out for the rest 
of the weekend. Beard continued to lead the Post Club 
pack and Bradpiece – ’69 Merlyn 11A popped up as 
first placed Historic Ford.

The scene was set for the Challenge Series Feature race 
on a bright sixty-degree Sunday afternoon. Once again 
Fairchild set off but Griffin was determined and dogged 
him for four laps actually taking the lead, before both 
spun at Oak Tree as Griffin sadly broke a drive shaft 
getting over-excited while grabbing first gear. Such was 
their lead that Fairchild was able to restart and maintain 
point. From then on it was a Sunday drive. Behind, 
dad, who had been on it all weekend was successfully 
fending off a determined Beard and crossed the line 2nd 
overall to son Scott, and two seconds ahead of Beard. 
Some distance behind, Bradpiece ran on to take a second 
Historic class win of the weekend after a fighting Allan 
Buttrick – ‘71 Lola T202 was also caught out at the 
entry to Roller Coaster.

Wreaths and champagne were doled out and cars 
loaded back on the trailer, most in the same shape they 
were rolled off. Good weather, a record turnout, some 
great racing and above all great camaraderie was a 
great start to the FFCS season. On to the Jefferson 500 
at Summit point.

– Bernard Bradpiece

Formula Fords at VIR

View more at BillStoler.com
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www.vrgonline.org

For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2022 Directors
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director 
Ian Wisbon – Director

For questions, please contact: 
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG Newsletter Team
Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net

Don Mei 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso 
rob@rbtomasso.com

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends

We Need Race 
Reporters!

No formal education 
required! – just tell us how 
the weekend went, throw 
a few sentences together 
and send to Bill Stoler at 
wrstoler@comcast.net or 
Rob Brownlee Tomasso at 
rob@rbtomasso.com.

View more at BillStoler.com
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