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Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

VRG EVENT SCHEDULE

April 1-3

Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

April 25

Driver Development Program – Jefferson Circuit, Summit Point, WV
Advanced/Refresher Clinic for VRG’s current experienced racers and veteran drivers
returning to the sport – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 10-12

Driver School – Summit Point, WV
Level 1/Novice Students – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 12-15

Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 23-25

Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

July 15-17

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 2-5

Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

September 23-25

VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

November 18-20

Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.

VRG Turkey Bowl 2021

View more at BillStoler.com
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SNAPSHOT! 2021 TURKEY BOWL AT SUMMIT POINT
by Bill Stoler
Well, where did this year go?

Cal Trumbo – the event drew about 114 entries. Good
news for an event that was struggling a few years
ago. The switch to the weekend before Thanksgiving
seems to be a good one. This event, like the Jefferson
500, benefits from a strong cooperation between the
VRG and the track.

It’s hard to believe that the 2021 VRG season is history,
but it’s true. We wrapped it up like we always do – at
the Summit Point Turkey Bowl in “Wild Wonderful
West Virginia.” It marked the 15th year for the VRG
and while the Jefferson 500 is the BIG show in May –
the Turkey Bowl is my favorite event of the year. There
is just something special about racing in late autumn
at “The Point,” maybe it’s the smell of campfires –
the great light for shooting photos – or maybe just the
fact that this is the last weekend to spend with racing
friends before tucking the cars away until next spring!
Race Chair Jim Karamanis put it like this “It was a
perfect ending to epic racing season as old friends
came together once again to duke it out on the track
and bench race with friends around the campfire!”

The track didn’t charge admission for spectators, and
it was good to see an evident increase of fans along the
fences in the carousel. The first VRG Turkey Bowl car
show was a success – thanks to Dominick Hyatt who
organized the event along with Declan Quinn. Hyatt
expressed gratitude for Zack Gerben – Summit Point’s
marketing guy coordinating the effort with the VRG.
I’m looking forward to seeing Dominick bring this
thing back next year – it’s a good way to introduce the
younger crowd to vintage racing. We want these guys
and gals to be lining up to buy our vintage machinery
in 10-20 years and keep racing them into the future!

The weather has been unusually warm in the MidAtlantic region this fall, but the autumn chill returned
just in time for Friday morning’s practice and
qualifying. Indeed, it was a bit blustery – but no one
seemed to mind, and the winds died down by Saturday
and we didn’t have to worry about rain. Thanks to
the efforts of the event chairmen Jim Karamanis and

Glad to see Dave Good, the Navy Blue #37 MGA
and his Canadian friends return to Summit Point
for the first time since the border re-opened. It was
also good to see Harry Sroka back and his beautiful
’67 Autodynamics Mk IV. I’ve only recently started

View more at BillStoler.com
2

VINTAGE RACER GROUP NEWSLETTER

TURKEY BOWL 2021

appreciating the story of Ray Caldwell and the
Autodynamics brand. Sam Posey began his career at
Lime Rock in a Autodynamics FV and Skip Barber
won the first two US Championships in a Caldwell
Formula Ford. Speaking of Vees, I’m always thrilled
to see Bob Houston, Bob O’Connor and Doug Zink
at Summit Point – lots of Formula Vee history in that
paddock area!

Another car that got my attention was Brian Dolan’s
recently acquired ’71 Triumph Vitesse. Nicknamed the
“Candybox” for its colorful paint scheme, this car was
built by the legendary Kastner-Brophy factory team
for the 1971 season of the Trans Am 2.5 Challenge
Series. Carl Swanson finished 11th in its first race
at Road America in July, but engine failures and tire
problems prevailed, and the team ended the effort
after one season. I found some notes on Kas Kastner’s
website where he describes the effort this way: “It was
a good category, but I was really extending myself too
much and we did not do well at all with the Vitesse.
We had the power but could not stop burning the rear
tires off in five to six laps; seeing 300 degrees is not
good for race rubber!” For those familiar with Kastner,
he was running the team and they were already busy
fielding cars in various series. The Triumph GT6 and
the TR6 in the SCCA, as well as a Lola in the F5000
USRRC, all while working on a car for the Can-Am
Series. Kinda makes you wonder what Kas could have
done with the 245 HP Vitesse – if it was a stand-alone
effort! Somewhere along the way – this car got sorted
out – because Brian Dolan was very quick all weekend
and running up front on Sunday before the differential

Wandering the paddock on Friday, I got rather
excited about several cars that showed up. Spending
some time with Paul Wilson discussing his ’57 Elva
Mk II, I learned that his was a SCCA winner back
in the day and it competed in Nassau (Bahamas)
Speed Weeks in 1957. It was driven to a second-place
finish in the Nassau Trophy Race (G-Mod) by Frank
Baptista. It was also featured in the pages of Sports
Car Illustrated in May 1958. Wilson does all his own
restoration work and is so humble about it. He’s an
absolute delight to chat with. He has spent a lifetime
teaching himself the techniques of restorations and
indicated he has barn full of project cars. We are
lucky to have him and his racing stable among the
ranks of the Vintage Racer Group.

View more at BillStoler.com
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“gremlins” ended his race. I sure hope Dolan brings
this thing back for the Jefferson 500 and the SCCA 2.5
Challenge Reunion races next May!

energy of the new track management. Many of those
drivers and cars from 2008 are absent. But while the
faces and cars may have changed, that “VRG vibe”
that I experienced years ago is still here. I’ve been
around long enough to see what makes the Vintage
Racer Group attractive to many who have migrated
from other racing series. It’s the people of the VRG
that make it special. It’s the place for Cool Cars, Safe
Racing, and Great Friends!

The Turkey Bowl has always been a time of reflection
for me. This year was probably amplified due to the
pandemic and everything else. It’s only been a few
days since the engines went silent and I’m already
experiencing withdrawal from the track! As the
paddock began to thin on Sunday – I was thinking
back to my first Turkey Bowl in 2008 and how things
have changed. Bill Scott and his family have sold the
track, but things seem to be going very well with the

Can’t wait to see you in the spring!
Bill Stoler – “The Photo Guy!”

View more at BillStoler.com
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HOW MUCH FUN WAS THAT?
by Rob Brownlee-Tomasso
Nirvana’s “Come as You Are” began playing in my
head as I rolled to the grid and realized we were being
lined-up in the order we arrived. I thought “this is
going to be really really fun, or really really bad.” It
was the “Vintage Festival,” combining Groups 1 and
3, essentially small bore and mid bore together. And
a lot of cars showed up, filling both lanes of Summit
Point’s false grid. I drive an MGA and arrived near
the back, so I thought that might be a good thing.
If it got too hectic or stupid, I can just come in. It
was the fourth and last race of the day, and I was
also thinking about which craft beer I was going to
consume after the race.

into a fun race with a Toyota MR2, a BMW 2002, a
Mustang and an MGB. The only one in this pack that
I knew was John Wood in the BMW, and I found him
afterward to say how much fun it was racing with him,
grinning as we discussed our lines up through the esses.
As the checkered flag waved, it dawned on me that
this was the most fun race I’d had in recent memory.
Sure, I’d had some great runs this year, but there was
something about the zero-expectation feeling of this
combined race. There was a lot going on and it was
challenging, but it was somehow not stressful at all. It
was sheer joy. Isn’t racing great?
This type of race also reminded me of mixed-group
enduros. It’s excellent practice for racecraft, being
aware of who’s around you, and watching your
mirrors while still being able to focus on driving well
and seeing flaggers. It’s a nice change from racing
the same guys all the time, and it seems we race more
politely when we don’t know who’s in that next car.
And the best part of all is the drivers finding each
other in the paddock and laughing like idiots as if we
got away with something.

I was obviously going to take the start conservatively,
and luckily my lane moved well and I passed a bunch
of cars without really doing anything. Ahead of me,
fellow MGA racer John Faulkner skillfully “knifed”
his way through the field. When I spoke to him after,
he said he prefers the word “threaded.” The field was
basically two-wide for the entire first lap, everybody
giving each other room until we began to string out.
The race was slated to be a half hour long, and I settled
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VRG MEMBER SPOTLIGHT – JOHN FAULKNER
by Bill Stoler
John Faulkner has been a member of the VRG since
the beginning in 2004 and still races the same MGA
that he raced at the inaugural VRG event at New
Hampshire International Speedway. John grew up in
Wiltshire England and developed a love for driving his
motorcycle on the twisty back roads of the Salisbury
Plain where dodging cattle and military vehicles was
the norm. He races the familiar blue #228 ’59 MGA
1600 (with the notable “Union Jack” taped across the
headlights). John is also on VRG’s Drivers Committee
and is VRG Membership Coordinator.
Tell me a little bit about how you got into racing.
When I moved to the states in 1983, my neighbor had
a barn in the backyard, and he was building an MG
TD for racing. I was fascinated by all this and I helped
him a bit by holding wrenches. He invited me along to
the races at Lime Rock and I was smitten! After a few
races, he said – why don’t we find you a car?
Tell me a little bit about your car?
We found the MGA on Long Island in someone’s
backyard. It had no wheels and there was a tree
growing up in the middle of it (editor’s note: The best
car restoration stories always begin with – “there was
a tree growing up in the middle of the car!”) It was
free, all we had to do was cut the tree down, haul it
away on a trailer and take it back to the shop!

View more at BillStoler.com
What was your first car?

Were you into slot cars, matchbox, hot-wheels, or
building model kits?

Wolseley 4/44 – good car, but I wanted something with
more pep. Bought an MG Magnette ZB Varitone –
paid the same as I did for the insurance – 30 pounds!

Yes, I had toy cars, scale race set, etc.
What is your earliest memory of going to a race?

When did you got to drivers school and/or start
competing?

Going to a motorcycle race at Silverstone. Saw Barry
Sheene come off a bike at 120 mph – bouncing along,
getting back up and saying “aw, shucks” or something
like that!

Attended VSCCA drivers school at Lime Rock,
rather rudimentary training. A crowded classroom –
discussed the line, then followed the leader around
the track, etc. Nothing like the VRG drivers school of
today. They just threw us into the deep end!

Who was your favorite driver?
Mike Hailwood or John Surtees – great all-arounders.
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If you could strap in any race car, what would
it be?
Always loved the Lola T70. No experience
with that kind of power-to-weight ratio.
Something like a Lotus 11 or 23, something
like that…. How about an Elva 7S?
What did you think of the Turkey Bowl?
I thought it was great! It was a good one.
The car was running very well, so that
always makes it more pleasurable. Good,
clean racing. I just like the atmosphere of the
Turkey Bowl, its laid-back attitude. I also
think there is a camaraderie that you don’t see
at other events. The die-hards come out for
this. We are all kind of “suffering together”
in the cold, we are all asking each other why
we are here – but we all know exactly why we
are here! It’s what makes it special.

View more at BillStoler.com
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VRG ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS DECEMBER 11 AT 10AM
Log on by clicking this link: VRG Membership Meeting
You can ask questions in the YouTube chat, or, by submitting them via email to asktheboard@vrgonline.org.

WE NEED RACE REPORTERS!
No formal education required! – just tell us how the weekend went, throw a few sentences together and send
to Bill Stoler at wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob Brownlee Tomasso at rbt25@verizon.net.

For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2021 DIRECTORS

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends

Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Jim Karamanis – Director
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director
For questions, please contact:
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG NEWSLETTER TEAM
Bill Stoler Photography
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net
Don Mei
dnmeicpa@aol.com
Rob Brownlee-Tomasso
rbt25@verizon.net
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