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April 2-4 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 14-16 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 10-12 Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway  
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

VeeRG Formula Vee Series Bonus Event - NOTICE:
VeeRG will be adding the 2021 PittRace PVGP Historics event to the 2021 VeeRG Formula Vee Series 
as a bonus event due to the low turnout at the Thompson event. Some of the Thompson awards will be 

provided at the PittRace event for VRG entered Formula Vees.

July 15-18 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA 
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 3-6 Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lakeville, CT 
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

October 15-17 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

November 19-21 Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.
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The good times continued for the VRG at the historic 
“Thompson Speedway.” (I do prefer the “vintage” 
title!) The heat and humidity dropped just in time for 
Friday’s practice and qualifying and the pleasant temps 
stuck around for the rest of the weekend. The Vintage 
Motorsports Festival at Thompson has been bringing 
the VRG and the Vintage Sports Car Club of America 
together since 2014 and I would suggest that it’s a very 
significant weekend on the VRG calendar. Each of these 
clubs are uniquely different and that’s my point. The 
VSCCA brings out the pre-war cars like the amazing 
’33 Alfa Romeo Monza, home-built creations from the 
‘50s, like the Rutherford Special and thanks to the effort 
of Richard Campbell, those mighty little H-Modifieds! 
The VRG brings the newer vintage stuff – Corvettes, 
Mustangs and the Datsuns. I like to think of these as the 
“Hot Wheels” of vintage racing – the diecast and slot 
cars that I grew up with. Together, the clubs are greater 
than the sum of their parts when they come together 

at places like Thompson. The track is significant too, 
as it was the very first paved oval when it opened in 
1950 and was considered the “Indianapolis of the 
East.” Indy wasn’t totally paved until 1961. The road 
course was added in 1952, right before the tragedy on 
the streets at Watkins Glen. Road America opened in 
1955 and Watkins Glen followed in 1956. So looking 
back, the history of America’s permanent road racing 
circuits started here at Thompson in 1952. 

Lots of good stuff going on this weekend. Friday 
evening, there was a reception for the drivers and 
crew in the garage. Plenty of good times, food and 
beverages, with some cool awards presented by 
the race co-chairs, Mark Gunsalus and Paul King. 
I realize that every award is significant (especially 
if it’s presented to you!) – but these awards were 
exceptional. Seems Mark Gunsalus found a source for 
old vintage trophies – “new old stock,” if you will! 

BILL STOLER’S SNAPSHOT! 
A View from Thompson VMF 2021

View more at BillStoler.com
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View more at BillStoler.com

The awards were manufactured as far back as the ‘30s 
but never engraved. So, Mark had them engraved just 
in time for the VMF. All the awards were presented 
at the garage party – except one, the “Vintage Spirit 
Award.” Mark and Paul would have to head up to the 
clubhouse for this one. 

The first reunion of the folks that started the VRG 
back in 2004 was being celebrated this weekend with a 
Friday night dinner at the Thompson Clubhouse. After 
dinner, Mark, Paul and VRG President Mike Lawton 
“crashed the party” and arrived to present the “Vintage 
Spirit Award” to one of the founders. Mark Gunsalus 
addressed the crowd and described his passion for the 
Thompson Speedway and the Vintage Motorsports 
Festival. He recalled his dad bringing him to the track 
as a toddler when greats like Mark Donahue raced 
here and his efforts to obtain his racing license and 
procure the Mustang GT350 that he races today. He 
thanked the VRG Founders for creating the club that 
he enjoys racing with today. He described how much 
he appreciated our long-time scrutineer and keeping 
drivers like him safe. He then presented the “Vintage 

Spirt” Award to Tivvy Shenton, who humbly accepted 
the award and surprisingly allowed me to take his 
photo – without the typical “one finger salute!” A well-
deserved award for a humble servant and an amazing 
personality in our club. 

The other big story from Thompson was the “Frank 
Grimaldi ’21 Farewell Tour.” Originally slated for 
last year, when Frank celebrated birthday #80 – the 
number that matched his ’68 Camaro – but Covid 
put the brakes on those plans. The Group 4 Big Bore 
feature race on Saturday was renamed “The Frank 
Grimaldi Challenge” in tribute to the long-time racer. 
Frank qualified well and raced well on Friday and 
Saturday – dicing with his racing buds, Chris Homer 
and his protégé’ Michael Dube – but the engine in the 
Camaro gave up with one race to go. The issue with 
the engine denied Frank a shot for the feature, but 
Frank and his wife climbed aboard the pace car and 
led the Group 4 thunder to the green flag. The Camaro 
of Michael Dube took the early lead with the Corvette 
of Chris Homer in pursuit. On lap 6 a flat left front tire 
ended Dube’s race and Chris Homer passed under the 

View more at BillStoler.com
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checkered flag first. But the ceremonial checkered 
flag – autographed by fellow racers was presented 
to Frank Grimaldi – always a winner! The word is 
that Frank Grimaldi’s Camaro will be heading to the 
Northeast Motorsports Museum in NH.

Even though the VMF was only a week after the Empire 
Cup at Lime Rock, the event drew a nice entry of over 
100 cars and better yet – some very significant cars 
like Tom Cotter’s incredibly original Hemi-powered 
’52 Cunningham C-3 Vignale Coupe. This rare C-3 
was the second one built for legendary sports car racer 
Briggs Cunningham and was used as the “media car,” 
and appeared in many period sports car magazines 
and books. It was a class winner at both Concours 
d’Elegance at Watkins Glen and Elkhart Lake in 1952. 
Cotter, the well-known “barn-find hunter” found this 
one in a Greenville SC basement about 12 years ago 
and restored it mechanically – but left the cosmetics 
as found. Another piece drawing attention was the ’57 
Rutherford Special driven by Malcolm Rutherford. 
This one-of-kind homebuilt special was built and 
raced by Stu Rutherford at many SCCA events in 
the northeast including Bridgehampton, Bryar, Lime 
Rock and Thompson Speedway until the early 70s. 
The car sat for over 30 years before Malcolm began 
a complete restoration of his dad’s car back in the 
early 2000s. Malcolm and his brother John have fond 
memories of those racing days and describe how Stu 
basically hand built the “Rutherford Special” chassis 

in the family garage with a “hacksaw and blow-torch.” 
Most of the bodywork is hand formed aluminum. The 
power comes from a fuel injected 327 Chevrolet. The 
front suspension is from a ’54 Lincoln and the rear 
suspension is from a ‘64 Corvette and the dashboard 
is from an Allard. Malcolm was thrilled with the 
performance of the car at Thompson, finally getting 
some motor issues ironed out which allowed him 
to really enjoy the car, which he reports handles the 
course at Thompson very well. 

Wow – another great event for the VRG in 2021. From 
my corner, it started at VIR with the FF Challenge 
Series, and we were blessed with good weather and 
safe racing. It continued with an incredible Jefferson 
500 weekend with a record entry and the great weather 
and safe racing continued. The Thompson event – with 
more good weather and plenty of cool cars had the 
vibe of what I’ve become accustomed to a VRG event 
in contrast with a SVRA event that I recently covered 
at Mid-Ohio. I overheard one member at Thompson 
state that the event reminded him of the laid-back, 
low-key events during the early days of the club – just 
what the founders envisioned. Congrats to the VRG’s 
Mark Gunsalus and Paul King, the VSCCA’s Stephen 
Morici and everybody that pitched in to make this 7th 
Thompson Motorsports Festival a great one!

I hope to see you at our next event at PittRace!

Bill Stoler – “The photo guy”

View more at BillStoler.com
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March 14 my computer alerted me that it is Kim 
Eastman’s 80th birthday. During our telephone 
conversation I asked him about Brad Marshall 
whom I had not seen since selling our townhouse 
in Florida. I learned that Brad had returned to the 
Northeast having suffered major health problems 
in Florida. He did not know where he was living. 
After our conversation and birthday greeting I 
called Bob Girvin in Sedona to ask him about 
Brad Marshall’s whereabouts. He did not know 
but Cheri, Brad’s daughter, remarried and living in 
Santa Fe was coming to visit him and Joyce in the 
next few weeks. He would let me know after talking 
with her. The search for Brad Marshall ended at the 
VRG Founder’s Reunion at Thompson. Seven of 
the nine were there. Missing was David Fenton who 
had returned from New Zealand the week before 
but had entered the hospital in Portland for internal 
problems. Pattie and Kim Eastman could not join 
us – Kim had hurt his heel and could not walk. 
Mark and Janet Palmer who had not entered a race 
car attended. Ralph Steinberg brought his friend 
Paulette. Chris Shoemaker was entered and raced 
with his son Josh. Bob and Joyce Girvin, Tivvy 
Shenton, me, and Brad and JoAnn and Cheri filled 
out the Founders. It was suggested that we invite 
some others who were instrumental in the growth 
of the club. Walter and Louise Ann Pietrowicz 

had followed Mark Palmer as Editor from the MG 
Vintage Racers Newsletter to photographing for 
the VRG Newsletter, John Faulkner has handled 
membership from the beginning, Paul Bova was 
Treasurer following Brad Marshall and Darry 
assembled the Newsletter, Ed Valpey brought his 
wife Kimberly, Mari Ryan served on the Board of 
Directors (BOD) while she was racing her Lotus 6, 
Bob and Barb Romanansky are old friends of the 
Eastmans, he an ex Formula Jr and Formula Ford 
racer and Barb organized the dinners at New Jersey. 
Also invited were Mike Lawton and Bill Stoler.

It was a REUNION. Many of us had not seen one 
another in more than a few years. When it was decided 
to form VRG, to break with VSCCA, the final decision 
was made at Loudon, NH in May, 2004. Bob Girvin 
had been the Event Chairman of the Mt. Equinox 
Hill Climb for 19 years, Brad Marshall was the 
current Event Chairman of Loudon (following Kim 
Eastman and David Fenton), and Chris Shoemaker 
had founded (unauthorized) the VSCCA Newsgroups 
on the internet. The year before many of us attempted 
to have an alternate BOD elected as many of us 
felt the BOD was only answerable to itself, not the 
membership. That led them, as well as Tivvy, and 
Ralph and Kim and Pattie, and David to agree that 
they needed to form a new vintage racing club. Mark 

VRG FOUNDERS REUNION – THOMPSON 2021
by Bill Hollingsworth 
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and I had distanced ourselves initially as we were 
settled into resisting the VSCCA BOD thinking that 
we could make changes within the club. When VRG 
was founded and a BOD was formed Mark was part 
of the initial group and Pattie stepped aside to make 
room for me. The VSCCA Activities Chairman had 
made such a stink about the entry at Loudon being 
only with VSCCA eligible cars, pre 1960 (which did 
not include Bugeye Sprites, Corvettes, 1600cc MGAs, 
and other pre 1960 but not distinctive enough to be 
eligible) that he and Brad had a major disagreement 
about running the event. Chris Shoemaker was in 
major trouble for the unauthorized newsgroups that 
had become a forum of discontent. The VSCCA Car 

Classification Chairman was on Kim’s case to replace 
the pre 1960 Chevy engine in his Kurtis Kraft with 
a DeSoto Hemi V8 as it had when new. My MGTC 
was considered to be too fast. Tivvy we could not 
get elected as a Director because some on the BOD 
did not think he would look right in a button down 
shirt and blue blazer. Vintage Racers Group was 
founded on being a members’ club for drivers, not a 
car club. Term limits were to be the norm for officers, 
car classification would be open for discussion and 
amendment, and an internet newsgroup would be an 
open forum for discussion.

Did the USA need another vintage racing club in the 
Northeast? We were about to find out.

View more at BillStoler.com
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For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2021 DIRECTORS
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Jim Karamanis – Director
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director

For questions, please contact: 
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG NEWSLETTER TEAM
Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net

Don Mei 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso 
rbt25@verizon.net

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends

View more at BillStoler.com

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM  
IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
MORE CONTENT FOR THE  

VRG NEWSLETTER
We need more race reporters – no 
formal education required! – just tell 
us how the weekend went – throw a 
few sentences together and send to Bill 
Stoler wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob 
Brownlee Tomasso rbt25@verizon.net.

We’re sure you’ve enjoyed the stuff 
Bernard Bradpiece has written for the 
Fords and some off the stuff Bill Stoler 
rambles about in his “Snapshot!” – but 
we don’t want you to get bored with 
our content – So, we look forward to 
hearing your stories from PittRace, 
Lime Rock, Watkins Glen and the 
Turkey Bowl this year!
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