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April 2-4 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 14-16 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 10-12 Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway  
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

VeeRG Formula Vee Series Bonus Event - NOTICE:
VeeRG will be adding the 2021 PittRace PVGP Historics event to the 2021 VeeRG Formula Vee Series 
as a bonus event due to the low turnout at the Thompson event. Some of the Thompson awards will be 

provided at the PittRace event for VRG entered Formula Vees.

July 15-18 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA 
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 3-6 Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lakeville, CT 
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

October 15-17 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

November 19-21 Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.
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My dad and I field an MGA almost exclusively in 
VRG events, and we were really looking forward 
to getting back to PittRace. It’s 2.8 miles of flowing 
track that’s pretty technical, but when you get into a 
rhythm it can be extremely rewarding. And FUN! I 
wanted some extra track time so we did the Thursday 
test day as a refresher and to put on new tires for the 
rest of the weekend.

Coming off of some great runs at Thompson, we 
were hoping to keep it going in PA. The weather 
forecast called for lots of rain, but we lucked out 
and only had one wet session. I’ve learned over the 
years not to chicken-out because of a bad weather 
forecast, it always ends in regret. There were a lot 

of race groups which limited the track time, but that 
was mostly made up for by having longer sessions. 
The gridding was determined by qualifying and then 
best lap from the previous race instead of the usual 
best overall lap, which mixed up the starts and made 
the races a bit more interesting. The small-bore group 
was pretty clean all weekend, and from my vantage 
point the drivers I was around drove well. Big thanks 
to the race stewards for holding onto the black flags 
when a car broke and pulled off in a safe place, so the 
sessions seemed to consistently go their full duration.

Overall, with the good weather and great racing, I’d say 
we enjoyed one of our best race weekends to date. Now 
off to one of my other favorite tracks: Watkins Glen.

VIEW FROM THE PADDOCK 
by Rob Brownlee-Tomasso, #275

View more at BillStoler.com
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View more at BillStoler.com

View more at BillStoler.com

Here is the story of how we became the owner of a 
1967 Autodynamics MK V Formula Vee that we had 
more in common with than the number 84.

Nate Levine, a friend of Sean and Mike Lawrence, 
purchased the car from Chris Shoemaker in 2018 and 
restored it to working condition. He then went to the 
VRG school in May 2019 along with my son Michael, 
and that’s where I met him. Nate passed the school 
and ran in the Jeff 500. He had a minor incident that 
weekend that put an end to his racing career. 

Nate and I stayed in contact with each other as I 
referred people I knew to him who were thinking of 
getting into vintage racing. At this year’s Jeff 500, the 
Lawrences, Michael, and I talked about Nate’s car and 
how it should get back on the race track. Nate did a lot 
of work on the vehicle, and we all felt that it needed to 
get back racing.

So a few weeks after the Jeff 500, I reached out to Nate 
to inquire about the car. Nate said he had moved to 
Eighty Four, PA, with his dad, and he was just about a 
mile from my house. I told myself that I need to look 
at this car. So Keith Lawrence and I went to visit Nate.

Keith and I looked over the car, and it was in good 
mechanical condition and “race ready” it just needed 
to be prepped for the track. We also looked at the 
various parts and accessories that came with the car. 
All in all, this was a great car. 

I asked to see the logbook, and that is where it all 
came together. I opened it up and saw the pictures of 
it in 1981 when this logbook was issued. It was white 
with a blue stripe and the 84 Lumber logo decal as its 
number. I then looked at the car owner then, and my 
jaw just about fell to the ground. Ed Lowther owned 
the car. 

84 DEGREES OF SEPARATION 
by Jeff Tapolci
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When I moved back to the Pittsburgh area my 
freshman year of high school in 1988, Ed was my 
neighbor in McMurray. I used to hang out in his 
garage because he had a lot of toys in it. The cars that 
I remember most were the Offenhauser dirt track race 
cars. Ed was a semi-pro driver for Carroll Shelby in 
the 60s, an accomplished SCCA driver in the 70s and 
drove Corvettes in the early 80s. 

Reading through the logbook, I noticed the name Jim 
Locke appeared several times. I had heard his name 
before but did not know Jim personally. I connected 
with Jim on Facebook and showed him the photos of 
the logbook. Jim said that 84 Lumber sponsored Ed 
and that Ed purchased the car for him to race. The 
images in the logbook were from Summit Point when 
Jim was doing the driver’s school.

At this point, I have to have this car. Not only for my 
connection to Ed but because I also live in Eighty Four, 
PA, about a mile or two behind the headquarters of 
84 Lumber. To further add to this story, the materials 
I used to build my new garage to store and work on 
race cars came from 84 Lumber. 

So Nate and I struck a deal, and he drove the car to 
my house, and we put it in my garage a few weeks 
before the PVGP. I reached out to 84 Lumber and 
told them the story to see if we could use their logo 
to restore the car to the way it was in 1981. Not only 
did 84 Lumber say we could use their logo, but they 
also offered to give us the number decals. 

At both the PVGP Historics and Schenley Park, the 
car was a hit. People kept coming up to it and were 
wondering if 84 Lumber sponsored us. Two different 
individuals came up to us and said they used to race 
against Ed when 84 Lumber sponsored him. We heard 
many stories about Ed, but the one that stuck with me 
was when Ed was racing towards the checkered flag, 
he slowed down as he did not want to lap the few cars 
in front of him, and Ed got second place. The guy 
telling me the story said that was Ed in a nutshell. He 
also passed Ed and took first place.

Well, isn’t that the story of vintage racing? Shouldn’t 
we try and restore the cars to their heyday to keep 
their history alive?

View more at BillStoler.com
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Owners: Nial & Linda McCabe

The A-35 (35 horsepower) was a popular, British 
family car. First versions of this car (A-30) were built 
in 1951. 

My interest in cars came from my Dad. He was a 
big fan of the MG-TC. I was born in England and 
obviously, British cars were “normal” to me in those 
early years. Later, I lived in Ireland and I remember 
riding in a neighbor’s Morris Minor. Eventually, we 
immigrated to Canada and I clearly remember being 
fascinated my a neighbor’s MGA.

Later on, my folks moved to America, settling in the 
southern New Jersey pine barrens area. One of the 
things about the NJ pine barrens is that it is riddled 
with narrow, dirt “fire lanes” (intended to allow fire 
trucks to put out forest fires). This might have seemed 
like a great place to ride a dirt bike, but actually 

motorcycles capable of wood riding weren’t that 
common back then. But old cars were. Many local 
kids, long before they had a driver’s license, would 
have an uninsured, unlicensed “woods car.” I looked 
around for something small and British (small cars 
were better for these narrow lanes). My Dad found 
a 1950 Austin A-40 Devon that ran decently for $20 
(this was around 1964). Since many of my friends had 
woods cars too (including the police chief’s son!), we 
would organize races with these old jalopies. I know 
this sounds crazy but it was a different time.

Eventually, when I was 16, I bought an MGA; my first 
“legal” road car. This was followed by a various Sprites 
and Midgets used for daily transportation as well as 
autocrossing. In ‘73, I turned a Sprite into a dedicated 
race car and went racing (at Bridgehampton). 

Over the years I raced a number of Sprites and Midgets 
(often called “Spridgets”). I had known for many years 

1958 AUSTIN A-35
by Nial McCabe
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that Spridgets are based on the Austin A-35 so there is 
a lot of shared mechanical DNA. And I have always 
liked the funky but adorable styling of the A-35. 

About 10 years ago, I discovered that the Goodwood 
Historic Races in England has a special racing class for 
A-35s (and A-30s) called the “St. Mary’s Cup Class.” 
At the Goodwood races, you can expect to see 25 or 
30 of these cars racing together, frequently driven by 
Formula 1 drivers. Racing A-35s are often referred to 
as “Flying Teapots.”

I decided that building a racing A-35 would be fun and 
“different” while still mechanically familiar to me. 
And I could still race my #909 Midget since most of 
the spare parts are the same. 

This particular car was found semi-abandoned in 
a farmer’s field in central Ontario. The engine was 
sitting nearby it under a muddy tarp. I didn’t want to 
spoil a “good” A-35 for racing, so this one, which was 
in ugly shape, was ideal for converting to a racer. I 
bought it for about $300 (but then had to tow it back 
home to New Jersey… in a snowstorm). 

It’s currently running a stock 1275 MG Midget engine 
along with Midget front disk brakes and a stock 
(open) 4.22 Midget rear axle. All of these parts were 

spares from my race Midget or my street Midget. 
The Austin and the Midget also share tires/wheels, 
harnesses and even the transponder. The roll cage 
was intended for a friend’s abandoned Mini project 
and required just light modification to fit. Although 
this is a Canadian car, I converted it to right-hand 
drive, mostly just for the fun of it (and also because 
I had a right-hand drive Bugeye rack sitting in my 
spares bin). I still walk to the “wrong” side of the car 
to get in it (old habits die slow).

Tom Leavy and I painted it in his driveway one sunny 
day. I wanted a light blue but he picked the actual 
color. All the glass was broken in it so Home Depot 
provided the plastic for the windshield. 

Driving it reminds me of a tall, somewhat tippy 
Spridget. A little scary compared to the Midget. There 
are a number of Goodwood videos showing these cars 
barrel rolling, so I don’t “toss” this into the turns like I 
would with my race Midget. At least not yet.

This is the first year out for this car and I’m still fine-
tuning the setup. I don’t really expect this car to ever 
be really fast but I’m already planning a number of 
improvements over the Winter. Stay tuned.
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View more at BillStoler.com
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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG

For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2021 DIRECTORS
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Jim Karamanis – Director
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director

For questions, please contact: 
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG NEWSLETTER TEAM
Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net

Don Mei 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso 
rbt25@verizon.net

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends

View more at BillStoler.com

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM  
IS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR 
MORE CONTENT FOR THE  

VRG NEWSLETTER
We need more race reporters – no 
formal education required! – just tell 
us how the weekend went – throw a 
few sentences together and send to Bill 
Stoler wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob 
Brownlee Tomasso rbt25@verizon.net.

We’re sure you’ve enjoyed the stuff 
Bernard Bradpiece has written for the 
Fords and some off the stuff Bill Stoler 
rambles about in his “Snapshot!” – but 
we don’t want you to get bored with 
our content – So, we look forward to 
hearing your stories from Lime Rock, 
Watkins Glen and the Turkey Bowl 
this year!


