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April 2-4 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 14-16 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 10-12 Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway  
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

VeeRG Formula Vee Series Bonus Event – NOTICE:
VeeRG will be adding the 2021 PittRace PVGP Historics event to the 2021 VeeRG Formula Vee Series 
as a bonus event due to the low turnout at the Thompson event. Some of the Thompson awards will be 

provided at the PittRace event for VRG entered Formula Vees.

July 15-18 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA 
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 3-6 Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lakeville, CT 
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

October 15-17 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

November 19-21 Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.

VRG RACE SCHEDULE

20212021

ü

LIME ROCK 2021



2

VINTAGE RACER GROUP NEWSLETTER  LIME ROCK 2021

At first glance, Lime Rock doesn’t look like a typical 
racetrack – it looks more like a park. Nestled among 
the beautiful Berkshires of Northwest Connecticut, 
it’s a racing treasure. You can feel the history as you 
cross over the bridge and into the infield. Sports car 
legend John Fitch helped get this place built in 1957 
and the list of legends that raced here is amazing. Fitch 
and Stirling Moss in the early years, followed by the 
glory years of the late 60s and 70s when Trans Am, Can 
Am and Formula 5000 brought names like Donohue, 
Gurney, Follmer, Jones, Redman, and local favorite 
Sam Posey. The history continued through the 80s and 
90s with the monster IMSA GTP cars and maybe the 
most memorable moment – John Morton’s blow over 
at the uphill. This is the place that many vintage racers 
want to run – seeking, essentially the same racing line 
that the aforementioned drivers were seeking years ago. 

As I’ve discussed in the space before, I didn’t grow 
up in the sports car world. I grew up watching drag 
racing, NASCAR and IndyCar. My introduction to 
sports cars started at a camera shop in Hagerstown 
MD when the salesman suggested I visit Summit 
Point Raceway in nearby WV. I attended the SCCA 

National in August 1981 and saw Paul Newman racing 
the Datsun and Ken Slagle racing that amazing yellow 
droptop Triumph TR8. That’s when I began to hear 
about Lime Rock – the home track for Paul Newman 
and Bob Sharp Racing. Thanks to ESPN I was able to 
watch those spectacular IMSA GTP races in the 80s. I 
always wanted to visit this historic track and in 2017, 
I finally got my chance – thanks to an assignment for 
Vintage Motorsport Magazine at the VSCCA Fall 
Finale. It’s a long haul for me to visit but I really like 
shooting up here and races like the Historic Festival 
and the Fall Finale give me chance to shoot those 
amazing and increasingly rare Pre-War cars – like 
Bugatti, Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, and Maserati. 

I was excited when I heard that the VRG was going 
to be joining the Vintage Festival in 2020 – it would 
be the best of both worlds – those rare cars and my 
good friends at the VRG all in one place! Covid put 
a damper on the Festivities last year – but this year 
proved to be much better!

In the days leading up to event – I got a little concerned, 
with the remnants of Hurricane Ida creeping into the 
northeast. Heavy rains flooded parts of Big Bend and 

SNAPSHOT FROM LIME ROCK HF 39 
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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the paddock on Wednesday, but the waters receded, 
and the skies cleared just in time for the race car parade 
to get underway as scheduled on Thursday evening. 
The 125-car parade departed Sam Posey Straight and 
made its way along a 17-mile route that included the 
towns of Lakeville and Salisbury and concluded with 
a street fair in Falls Village, one of my favorite parts 
of the weekend. 

I didn’t attend the Friday evening dinner, but I did 
get a chance to chat with Brian Redman who shared 
one of his most memorable moments here. It was a 
Trans Am race in 1981. Brian told me: “While running 
second in a Camaro, someone dumped oil at the 
bottom of the downhill, I went straight through the oil, 
through the grass and over the bank and nearly into 
the stream!” I also had chance to ask Stefan Johansson 
for his thoughts and he recalled racing at Lime Rock 
in the ALMS and always looked forward to racing 
there and described it as “enjoyable, a lot of fun – but 
very intense!” One of my memorable moments this 
year was watching Sam Posey sign his latest book for 

the fans and despite his health challenges, he seemed 
to really be enjoying it. I will always remember him 
doing color commentary with Jim McKay at Indy for 
ABC in the 70s. Those were the “wonder years” for 
me – the period of time when motorsports grabbed this 
pre-teen and hasn’t let go yet!

Lots of interesting cars in the pre-war group this year  –  
cars like the ’32 Type 59 Bugatti of Charles McCabe – 
a model raced by the legendary Rene Dreyfus. John 
Romano raced his beautifully prepared ’38 BMW 
328 and I always enjoy seeing Chris Towner and 
his unusual ’38 Morgan F type Trike. I was really 
fascinated with the ’34 ERA R2A of Paddins Dowling. 
This car is an excellent example of a “Voiturette” 
(French for ‘small car”) or Formula Two car. ERA is 
short for “English Racing Automobiles” and this car 
was the second car built by the company and finished 
on the podium at Monaco in 1936. 

In the short period of time that I’ve been shooting at 
Lime Rock, I’ve become a become a big fan of 79-year-
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old Peter Greenfield. I love watching him hustling his 
’35 Alfa Romeo 8C 3500 through Big Bend and into 
the esses. But what is more incredible – he steps out of 
that car and gets into his ‘81 RALT Formula Atlantic 
car and turns his personal best time of 50.688 sec! 

The Vintage Racer Group was well represented in the 
Group 2 for the Formula Fords. It was neat to capture 
the three Macon MR7s in the same frame – thanks to 
Matthew and Jeff Barber and Stefan Vappa all racing 
Macons from 1969. Good to see Frank Delvecchio 
still racing his ’81 Van Dieman RF-81. Did you know 
Frank raced his first FF race at Lime Rock on May 10, 
1969 – the second Formula Ford race held in the U.S? 

More VRG guys racing in the Group 3 “Tin Tops 
and IMSA RS Reunion” which celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of the series created in 1971 by IMSA 
and John Bishop. Several special cars in this group. 
Brian Walsh raced a ’71 Ford Pinto that was raced 50 
years ago at Lime Rock by his father, Jerry Walsh. 
Tom Cotter was racing a ’72 Ford Pinto – the Car 
and Driver Project car raced in the series by journalist 
Patrick Bedard. Fascinating to see Dave Nicholas in 
the same ’68 BMW 2002 that he captured the 1973 

IMSA TU Championship including a win at Lime 
Rock! (this car still bears the original paint and hand 
lettering!) Nicholas would have to start from the back 
after a broken CV joint ruined his qualifying effort. 
He raced his way to the front and won two races later 
in the weekend – not bad for an old BMW with a CV 
joint repaired with kitchen cling wrap and strap ties! 

With “No Race Sundays,” the Historic Festival converts 
the track to a “Sunday in the Park” Concours and the 
“Gathering of the Marques.” A light rain couldn’t keep 
the fans away for the Concours d’Elegance that took 
place on the Sam Posey Straight. Also on display was 
honored collector Steven Harris’ incredible 911 Porsche 
RS collection along with other exhibits celebrating the 
Porsche marque. The awards ceremony was held at 
the Start/Finish line and the Best in Show award went 
to Anthony Wang 1967 Ferrari 275 GTS/4 NART. 
The Honored Collector’s Choice Award, presented by 
Steven Harris, went to Tom Cotter and his incredibly 
original 1952 Cunningham C-3 Vignale Coupe.

That’s my view from Lime Rock – hope to see you all 
at Watkins Glen!

View more at BillStoler.com
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If you visited a VRG paddock – you’ve probably run 
into these fine gentlemen with an affection for the 
Roundel. They were paddocked together at Lime Rock 
and I managed to “twist” their arms and find out a 
little more about them – this is what I found out!

KRISJAN BERZINS 1987 BMW M3
Tell me a little bit about how you got into racing.
As a child, I loved cars. I literally had hundreds of 
matchbox cars. I would assemble racetracks and 
simulate races with my toy cars. As I grew into my 
teens, I drove go karts from time to time and really 
enjoyed them. I was pleasantly surprised at how 
competitive I was in a kart. I was enthralled with the 
concept of going fast and competing. No one in my 
family was a car or race enthusiast… so… unlike most 
who had influence from family… I did not. In fact, I 
did not even realize that I was an enthusiast until I 
was in my late 20s when I started taking my car to the 
Maryland International Raceway quarter mile. 

Were you into slot cars – matchbox – hot-wheels – or 
building model kits?
Yes. Absolutely. See my comments above. 

What is your earliest memory of going to a race?
Does the Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby count? Haha. 
Actually, I have only attended one pro race in my life. 
It was an IndyCar race at Richmond in 2006. Sam 
Hornish, Jr. won that day. We had pit passes. One of 
my fondest memories was meeting Dan Wheldon and 
taking a picture with him. Sadly, he died in a horrific 
wreck several years later. An F1 race is certainly on 
my bucket list for the future.

Who was your favorite driver?
In the 80s, I enjoyed watching NASCAR. My favorite 
driver at that time was Geoff Bodine. I also have fond 
memories of watching Bobby Rahal. 

What was your first car?
My first car was a 1977 Chevy Nova. It was white, with 
a red vinyl top, red velour interior, and AM radio and an 
8-track player. It also had a four-barrel carburetor and 
a turbo automatic transmission. I used to enjoy taking 
Mustangs off the line at a stoplight. All I needed was a 
quart of oil a week to keep that baby running. 

When did you go to drivers school and/or start 
competing?

THE “THREE BMW AMIGOS” AT LIME ROCK HF39! 
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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My first attempt at competing was in 2006 when I 
purchased a brand new BMW M3. I actually spec’d it 
at the dealer and had it built just for me. I remember 
waiting on pins and needles to take delivery of that car. I 
took the M3 up to Maryland International Raceway and 
ran the quarter mile on Friday nights for a while. I really 
enjoyed the speed and the competition…however… the 
quarter mile just didn’t seem to “scratch my itch.” It 
left me yearning for more. So, I attended several FAATs 
(Friday at the Track) at Summit Point. I knew very little 
about driving on track. The classroom time and one 
on one instructor time was invaluable. I became more 
confident and more competitive. Again, I was yearning 
for more. In 2007, my good friend Jim Karamanis and 
I decided that we were going to register for the SCCA 
Racing School and obtain our Competition License. 
At that point, I didn’t own a race car. So, I found a 
1987 BMW 325is race car on Ebay for $7,000. It was 
in Orlando Florida. I bought it, sight unseen, and had 
it trucked up to Northern Virginia. I completed comp 
school in that car. I then ran several SCCA events as 
well as VRG events. At the time, 1979 was the cutoff 
for VRG eligibility. I loved the VRG environment, the 
camaraderie in the paddock and the respectful racing 
on track but I needed a VRG eligible car. So, I bought 
a 1976 BMW 2002 and sold my 325is. I successfully 
campaigned that 2002 with VRG for the next 13 years 
until I purchased a 1987 BMW M3 in 2019. 

If you could strap in any race car – what would it be?
GT Le Mans BMW M8 GTE

Why do you like BMW?
Because BMW really is the Ultimate Driving Machine. 
I have always loved the BMW street cars because of 
their great handling and beautiful style. BMW is rich 
with motorsport history… which makes them even 
more appealing. 

Tell me a little bit about your car?
My car is a 1987 BMW M3. It was built on January 
20th, 1987 in Munich, Germany. The car was one of two 
identical cars that were built into Group N race cars to 
compete in the 1988 Belgian Saloon Car Championship. 
The car was later imported to the UK in 1999 by Geoff 
Steel Racing. The car was raced by Geoff Steel in 
various British Championships. Geoff won several 
races in the British BMW Championship. The car and 
Geoff held the Class B lap record at Cadwell Park. In 
2002, the car was driven by Peter Knee in the Kumho 

British BMW Championship and again in 2005 by 
driver Mark Astall. In 2006, the car was purchased by a 
BMW enthusiast who commissioned BMW mechanics 
to painstakingly restore the car. Once restored, the car 
was essentially a “cars and coffee” showpiece… until I 
purchased it in 2019 and imported it to the USA. Since 
then, I have actively campaigned it at Summit Point, 
VIR, Lime Rock and Watkins Glen. The car is finally 
back on the track where it belongs! 

What did you think of the Historic Festival 39?
The Lime Rock Historic Festival is a special and 
unique event. Not only is Lime Rock a historic and 
exciting track, but the event assembles an incredible 
collection of historic and valuable cars along with 
some very accomplished drivers. This past September, 
the facility was teeming with spectators. It was an 
unbelievable atmosphere. I have attended this event 
for the past two years and intend to be there for many 
years to come.

TIM CASHMAN 1979 BMW 2002
Tell me a little bit about how you got into racing.
My very first foray into racing happened back in 1985, 
when I joined the Steel Cities Region of the SCCA out 
in Pittsburgh. I had purchased a brand-new Volkswagen 
GTI and wanted to go auto crossing. After my first 
event, I was hooked and attended several autocross 
events in the Pittsburgh area over the next several 
years. That car was great for this type of racing as I 
would drive to the event, stop at the closest gas station 
that had an air pump, pump up my tire pressures on my 
street car, and go compete!

Were you into slot cars – matchbox – hot-wheels – or 
building model kits?
As a child, I loved all things about cars. Since I was 
one of four children in the family, we had a four-car 
slot car track set up on top of the ping pong table in the 
basement. Prior to that, my parents fueled my passion 
for cars by giving me hot wheels for Christmas for 
several years. I love building all kinds of different 
“orange” tracks!

What is your earliest memory of going to a race?
I believe I was 12 years old, and in 1972, went to the 
Trenton 200 with my dad and Dick Reigel. Dick was 
involved in some manner with Penske Racing and we 
got special paddock passes and got to meet the drivers 
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and walk around the pits. I got autographs from Bobby 
Unser, Al Unser, Sr. and Gary Bettenhausen just 
to name a few. As a 12-year-old, I was able to walk 
around all these ’titans’ of USAC racing! I was a kid 
in a candy store!

Who was your favorite driver?
Without a doubt, it would have to be A.J. Foyt. He was 
the man back then… loved his competitiveness and 
ability to win. He had a larger-than-life persona both 
on and off the track.

What was your first car?
I grew up reading Hot Rod Magazine, so I loved the 
American muscle cars in my early teens. My first car 
was a 1970 Chevy Nova with a 302 V8!

When did you go to drivers school and/or start 
competing?
After doing SCCA Solo for about five years, I started 
a family and had to put my racing desires on hold. 
It wasn’t until 2000 when a business client of mine 
expressed an interest in going to a three-day drivers’ 
program… we completed that first certification and 
that re-kindled my latent racing passion and my quest 
to do SCCA Club racing ignited. 

If you could strap in any race car – what would it be?
I would like to scare myself in a Daytona Prototype 
someday…

Why do you like BMW?
I like my BMW 2002 race car because it reminds me 
of iconic sports cars of my youth, and the BMW 2002 
had a great racing heritage. 

Tell me a little bit about your car?
My car is a 1970 BMW 2002. Based on the history and 
photos of the car that came with it when I purchased it 
back in 2003, it was converted to a race car and competed 
in B Sedan for the first years of his life by Bruce 
Warner. I believe he raced it in Florida during the early 
years. (If anyone knows how I could get connected to 
him, I would love to talk to him.) In 1980 the car went 
under a significant transformation as the Schnitzer box 
flares were added, and extensive modifications to the 
motor and suspension upgrades allowed it to compete 
in SCCA E Production. I purchased the car from Rick 
Bassett after flying to Florida with my mechanic to 
do a pre-purchase inspection. I believe I am only the 
fourth owner of this car, and it has logbooks from 
SCCA, SVRA, HSR, BMWCCA and VRG. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, I made it my project to do a 
complete restoration and completely took it apart, and 
the body repainted, and reassembled it. I have to say, I 
am quite proud of how it turned out.

What did you think of the Historic Festival 39?
I absolutely loved the Historic Festival 39 held at 
Lime Rock Park this year. LRP has always been on 

View more at BillStoler.com
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my list of epic tracks to drive, and I can honestly say 
it did not disappoint. This circuit is a riot to drive and 
immensely challenging. The collection of cars that 
came to participate that weekend is second to none, 
and the car show on Sunday also brought out many 
beautiful marques for all to enjoy. Ironically, the CEO 
of Lime Rock Park just happens to be Dickey Reigel, 
the son of the gentleman that took my dad and me to 
my very first race at the Trenton 200. It’s been years 
since we had seen each other… Needless to say, we 
had a great time catching up.

JOHN WOOD 1972 BMW 2002TII
Tell me a little bit about how you got into racing.
I grew up in Pittsburgh and my father was really into 
cars and followed racing. He had subscriptions to 
Autoweek, Road & Track, Car & Driver, and I would 
read them all cover-to-cover. When I was a kid in the 
late 60s and early 70s we would go out to Mid-Ohio 
several times each year to see the Trans Am, Can 
Am, and F5000 races. We also went out to the Indy 
500 a couple times and were at the inaugural Pocono 
500 in 1971. We saw a lot of big-time drivers – 
a few I remember seeing included: Mark Donohue, 
Peter Revson, Parnelli Jones, George Follmer, Jackie 
Stewart, Bob Tullius, Sam Posey, Brian Redman, 
David Hobbs, Jim Hall, Denny Hume, Dan Gurney, 
Jody Scheckter, Al and Bobby Unser and a guy named 
Mario. It was at The TA Two-Five Challenge where we 
were introduced to drivers such as John Morton (BRE 
Datsun 510) and Horst Kwech (Alfa GTV). It was that 
2.5 series where I first saw a BMW 2002 racing and 
thought it was kinda cool for a small boxy car! 

Once again, it’s a small world. Coming from Pittsburgh, 
we thought it was cool that there was a Camaro being 
sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh. As it turns 
out, Joe Teplitz (now racing his #13 Datsun 510 with 
VRG) and his trusty mechanic Don Mansfield, were 
both on the University of Pittsburgh race team as crew 
members. Also, as a spectator in the early 1970s, I 
saw Dave Nicholas racing his BMW 2002 in TA 2.5 at 
Mid-Ohio. I didn’t know Joe or Dave then, but I race 
with both of them now! 

Were you into slot cars – matchbox – hot-wheels – or 
building model kits?
I lived across the street from a kid my age whose 
father worked for Ford and his mother always seemed 
to have a new Mustang every other year. He and I were 

into slot cars and there was a cool little hobby shop 
near Pittsburgh on Rt. 19 in Dormont, PA called AB 
Charles & Sons and they had a huge 16 lane slot car 
track with races every Saturday morning. I haven’t 
asked around but I imagine some of the Pittsburgh-
based vintage racing crowd probably were there racing 
the slots the same time I was! 

Who was your favorite driver?
My dad was a big fan of Dan Gurney and Mark Donohue 
so I liked them too (kinda hard not to like them). But 
there was something about Sam Posey I always liked 
and John Morton always up front in that little Datsun 
510 was really cool. 

What was your first car?
When I think about my first car, I don’t really think 
about anything with a license plate on the back. I think 
of the 6-hp go kart my dad bought from a neighbor 
when they were moving. Four wheels and a motor – just 
what I needed to terrorize the neighborhood! For my 
first real car, I plunked down $125 for a 1967 Mercury 
Capri. It’s not the Capri you’re probably thinking of. 
It was more like a Galaxy 500 with Mercury badges. 
The knobs for the radio were missing but I found that 
pennies fit into the slots perfectly so I guess it cost me 
2 cents to fix the knobs. There was nothing cool about 
the ‘67 Mercury, but it was mine and it was functional. 

When did you got to drivers school and/or start 
competing?
Around the year 2000, I bought a street Austin Healey 
that I had for a few years and then sold it to buy a 
1956 Healey 100 race car. After I made the deal, my 
wife asked, well what are you going to do with that? 
A simple question with a simple answer... race it! By 
that time, I had accumulated more frequent flier miles 
from work than I knew what to do with so I went to the 
three-day Skip Barber Race School and chose to fly out 
to do the school at Leguna Seca. After completing that 
school I went to VSCCA’s school followed by VRG’s 
school – all in the same year. I raced the Healey for 
three years before I started racing my BMW 2002.

Tell me a little bit about your car?
I was at Lime Rock for an HPDE track day that I was 
using as a test & tune session with the Healey 100. 
The guy paddocked right next to me had a dark green 
1972 BMW 2002tii. I looked it over and really liked 
it. The owner lived about an hour from me in Western 
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Massachusetts. He had never raced it but he took it to 
Lime Rock and Watkins Glen for HPDE track days. 
About a year after that, I was looking at race cars on 
eBay and saw the same 2002tii up for auction. The high 
bid didn’t meet the reserve so I contacted the seller to 
see if I could come look at the car. Needless to say, we 
made a deal and I’ve been racing it since. The only 
history he could tell me about the car is that he bought 
it from a guy in Vermont who restored it in the 1990s 
and started to track the car. In about 2018, I’m at the 
VRG event at Watkins Glen and there’s a guy I didn’t 
know who’s looking all over my car. As I approach, 
he says, this used to be my car – glad to see you’re 
racing it! That was Steve Early (from Vermont) who 
has been racing a black BMW E30 M3 with us the last 
few years. Steve tells me his wife came home one day 
and told him “I saw a cute little orange BMW 2002 

for sale on the side of the road. It was a 2002 and it 
had some letters after the “2002” but I can’t remember 
what they were.” Steve knew that meant it was a tii 
so he immediately went out and bought it and started 
working on it. The car was originally an orangey 
yellow color called Colorado. Maybe someday it will 
be Colorado again. 

What did you think of the Historic Festival 39?
The Lime Rock Historics is a great event in a really 
nice setting. There are some spectacular cars that 
turn out for that event that you rarely see elsewhere. 
The race groups are healthy sized but not too large 
so you’ll always have someone to race with. I had a 
great time dicing with Mitch McCullough in his Lotus 
Cortina and Tim Cashman and Craig Leszinski in their 
BMWs. Can’t wait to go back next year!

View more at BillStoler.com
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For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2021 DIRECTORS
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Jim Karamanis – Director
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director

For questions, please contact: 
asktheboard@vrgonline.org
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VRG ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND 

ELECTION RESULTS
The VRG Annual General Membership 
Meeting will be virtual this year, date to be 
determined, but likely in early November. 

And the election results are in...

Keith Lawrence and Scott Janzen were 
re-elected to the board for three additional 
years, starting in 2022. 

Jim Karamanis has served three full three 
year terms and we thank him mightily for 
the guidance and leadership of the club 
over those nine years.

Ian Wisbon has been elected to the board 
for a three year term starting January 
2022. Welcome Ian and thanks to 
everyone who voted!

WE NEED RACE REPORTERS!
No formal education required! – just tell us how the weekend 
went, throw a few sentences together and send to Bill Stoler 
at wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob Brownlee Tomasso at 
rbt25@verizon.net.

We’re sure you’ve enjoyed the stuff Bernard Bradpiece has 
written for the Fords and some of the stuff Bill Stoler rambles 
about in his “Snapshot!” – but we don’t want you to get bored 
with our content – So, we look forward to hearing your stories 
from Watkins Glen and the Turkey Bowl this year!

Nial McCabe Photo


