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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

April 2-4 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 14-16 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 10-12 Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway  
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus, 508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net

VeeRG Formula Vee Series Bonus Event - NOTICE:
VeeRG will be adding the 2021 PittRace PVGP Historics event to the 2021 VeeRG Formula Vee Series 
as a bonus event due to the low turnout at the Thompson event. Some of the Thompson awards will be 

provided at the PittRace event for VRG entered Formula Vees.

July 15-18 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA 
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 3-6 Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lakeville, CT 
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

October 15-17 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org

November 19-21 Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.
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What a Wild Wonderful Weekend we had in 
West Virginia!

The Jefferson 500 has been the signature event on the 
VRG calendar since 2009 and I’ve been shooting it 
since 2010. Dare I say, this was the very best Jeff 500? 
Event co-chair Jim Karamanis told me that it was a 
record entry of about 255 and Denny Austin reported 
that the VRG school awarded driving licenses to 32 
students and 27 stuck around and raced during the 
weekend. That seems like a great sign to me that our 
future is bright. Nothing better than seeing young 
faces behind the wheel of vintage cars! Now if only 
we could get some young faces in the corners to help 
our friends in white – our beloved course workers and 
volunteers. While I’m on the volunteer subject, let me 
say this: I cannot say enough about the people that 
work tirelessly to put on these incredible events, the 
race chairs, the drivers committee, registration, tech, 
etc… gosh I’m afraid I’m going to forget someone – 
but you know what I mean. The people that step up 
and do all the heavy lifting to make an event like this 
happen. I wasn’t there to see the load-in on Tuesday – 
but I thought about it many times during the weekend 
as I strolled the crowded paddock. “The same people 
that performed the miracle of jamming all of the trailers 
and rigs in here – are the same people that solve one 
of those Rubik’s cube things!” Anyway – you get the 
picture! One more shout out to everyone at the VRG 
and Summit Point that made this amazing weekend 
possible. We are “forever in your debt!” – Thank you!

With a record entry – there was chance to shoot 
some that I haven’t seen before. Ever hear of a ’67 
Unipower GT? I’m still buzzing about the cool little 
car. Duncan Charlton of Elgin, TX made his first visit 
to Summit Point this year. It’s my understanding that 
this car is only 4’ 5” tall (same as a GT40) and it’s 
less than 12 feet long. A fiberglass body mounted on a 
tubular space frame chassis with drivetrain and other 
components are from a Mini Cooper. How cool is 
that? Joe Teplitz and I were discussing the car after 
the weekend, and he remarked that it looked like you 
could hang it on wall in a blister pack the way they 
sold “Hot Wheels!” Duncan has owned the car for 
about five years and said it was originally exported to 
Spain where it participated in hillclimbs and the 1969 
6 Hour Enduro at Barcelona. Duncan hopes to back 
again next year!

How about a GT40 with the Gulf livery? Amazing 
to see and hear this thing at Summit Point. Rich 
Milesky bought the Superformance continuation car 
in 2017. The GT40 has always been popular, but the 
movie “Ford vs. Ferrari” has introduced it to a new 
generation of fans. Hope we get to see Rich and the 
GT40 at Pittsburgh in July!

Spent a bunch of time this week researching the 
story of the Bobsy SR2 prototype that Ralph Salomon 
recently acquired. This is just one more example of 
a guy with a passion for design and cars set out to 
build a race car because he simply wanted to, but it 
ended up being a business that lasted over 20 years 

2021 JEFFERSON 500 SNAPSHOT!
by Bill Stoler – “The Photo Guy”

View more at BillStoler.com

Duncan Charlton’s 1967 Unipower GT
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3

VINTAGE RACER GROUP NEWSLETTER  JEFFERSON 500 2021

View more at BillStoler.com

and produced over 250 cars. Jerry Mong built his 
first homebuilt special in 1958, a mid-engine VW 
powered “Mong Special.” The moniker “Bobsy” 
came about after his next design, the SR1 and built 
two identical H-Mods, that became nicknamed the 
“Bobsy Twins.” The prototype car raced at the Jeff 
500 by Ralph Salomon was the “factory car” built by 
Mong and raced by Chuck Dietrich (has the honor of 
SCCA License #001) and he captured the 1963 SCCA 
G-MOD Championship. That success allowed the SR2 
to go into production in 1964. Mong would continue to 
produce cars in to the 70s and included Formula Vee, 
Formula Ford, and Formula Atlantic. I had a chance to 
chat with Mong’s son, Ronald and he noted, “Without 
Chuck and the success of 1963, there would be no 
Bobsy.” Michael Clifford Jr. told me that the present 
black and gold livery is the same as the 1963 season. 
Ralph says “the car has good low-end torque and is 
well-suited for tight corners and twisty bits of Summit 
Point. I am delighted to carry on its racing life.” We 
hope Ralph brings this one back again!

I want to take a moment and mention the VeeRG series 
for FV. Just as this group was getting going – we had 
the challenges of the pandemic. A total of nine entries 
at Summit Point including Doug Zink driving Bill 
Scott’s ’68 Zink Z5. Too bad some oil pressure issues 
kept Doug from competing during the weekend. So 
glad to see Bob Houston and Bob O’Connor at the Jeff 
500. I heard that FV driver, Emily Ryan celebrated her 
18th birthday at the Jeff 500! The VRG drivers school 
presented licenses to three new FV drivers. Congrats 
to Jonathan Eaton, Sean Lawrence, and Lauren Licht! 
It was very good to see a nice group in the paddock 

across from the Royale Tires setup – lots of young 
talent and energy there and from my side of the fence, 
it looked like everyone did a great job. Hats off to Keith 
Lawrence and Sam Ryan for keeping the revs up! 

Before I get to the FFCS, I want to mention how cool 
it was to see Jeff Tapolci back in a race car! Some of 
you may not know, but while most of just struggled 
with COVID-19 in 2020, Jeff had to take on and defeat 
colon cancer. I simply can’t put into words the emotion 
I felt when I saw him racing a Formula Ford at Summit 
Point and even though Jeff spent some time soaking 
up the sunshine on the beach at the notorious Turn 10 
at Summit Point – Jeff’s story should remind us all – 
“There is no such thing as a bad day at the racetrack!” 
Jeff told me the whole weekend was emotional for 
him and that the love and support of the VRG family 
really helped Riesha and himself through that battle. Yet 
another example of what I usually tell people about the 
VRG – “I came for the cars, but I stayed for the people.”

Formula Ford Challenge Series – Gosh, what can I 
say? In the weeks leading up to the event, I was excited 
when I saw the number of entries grow until we were 
over 40. I always envision trying to “fill the frame” 
with that “Turn 1 start shot” at Summit. But then I 
started to fret about the fact that maybe there might be 
some issues with “rusty drivers” after the long lay-off. 
I’m happy to report that there were no major incidents 
over the weekend and 44 Fords put on an incredible 
display of racing over the weekend. I’d like to mention 
what Tim Gaffney shared with me after he reflected on 
his feature win on Saturday. He commended the back 
markers for being “well aware of their surroundings” 

View more at BillStoler.com

Ralph Salomon’s Bobsy SR2
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and saw him coming in their mirrors. He explained to 
me that his Lola T340 punches a “big hole in the air” 
and makes an ideal draft for the guys behind him. He 
worked to get a lead and he was able to slip through 
the lapped traffic and preserve it for the win. He knew 
the talent behind him, Scott Fairchild, Doug Meis 
and others would pounce on any miscue. In fact, the 
scoring sheets would prove they had better lap times. 
Kudos to the entire group for a good, safe weekend at 
Summit Point – hope it continues at Thompson.

I’m a big fan of the IMSA RS/SCCA 2.5 Reunion 
race series that Brian Walsh has been bringing to the 
Jeff 500 for a number of years. Becoming of driving 
age in the ‘70s – every school parking lot had a fair 
share of Pintos, Vegas and Chevettes – but it seems 
like only the Pintos survive! Had a great opportunity 
to shoot four of them at start/finish on Saturday. I 
love the vibe that Brian and his gang bring to Summit 
Point – how cool is that purple Pinto? Most of you 

know that Brian has been racing his dad’s #93 for a 
number of years, but did you know this year marks 
the 50th year since his dad took a class win in the 
Pinto at Summit Point in the IMSA RS race held 
here in September 1971? Glad the Car & Driver 
Project Pinto made the trip to Summit after the shunt 
at Daytona. Chris Cozzi was listed as the driver, but 
I think Brian was behind the wheel for the feature 
race after the “gremlins” invaded the circuitry on the 
Purple Pinto. Every time I see this C&D Pinto and 
recall that automotive journalist Pat Bedard drove 
it, I can’t help thinking about that insane crash at 
the Indy 500 that he survived in the early 80s. One 
more cool car, the “Nazdar!” ’68 BMW 2002 of Dave 
Nicholas. While it didn’t compete in the RS or 2.5 
Challenge series, Dave captured the 1973 CAMEL 
GT TU driving championship with this car. Dave was 
recently re-united with this car after 47 years and 
although it went through a mechanical restoration – 
it still wears the original paint and lettering! John 

View more at BillStoler.com

Jeff Tapolci’s 1975 Merlyn Club Formula Ford

Car & Driver Project Pinto
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Baucom was quick all weekend, but Dave Lebrun 
took the Reunion feature race on Saturday after 
a black flag turned the lights down early – but it 
was still a great weekend for the series led by Jerry 
Walsh’s kid in the Purple Pinto!

How about those Enduro races on Sunday morning? 
– three really nice-size fields and plenty of good 
racing. Obviously with the large turnout – quite a 
few cars could leave early and there would still be 
plenty to race on Sunday. But I would like to suggest 
that the reason we had three great Enduros is this: 
Everyone wanted the magic to last just a bit longer. It 
is my opinion that the magic of this year’s Jefferson 
500 will be remembered for quite some time. 

Well, that’s about all of space I have for this edition – 
so I’ll wrap it up with “God willing, I’ll see you at 
Thompson!”

View more at BillStoler.com

1968 BMW 2002 of Dave Nicholas

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM IS ALWAYS 
LOOKING FOR MORE CONTENT FOR 

THE VRG NEWSLETTER
We need more race reporters – no formal 
education required! – just tell us how the 
weekend went – throw a few sentences together 
and send to Bill Stoler wrstoler@comcast.net 
or Rob Brownlee Tomasso rbt25@verizon.net.

We’re sure you’ve enjoyed the stuff Bernard 
Bradpiece has written for the Fords and some 
off the stuff Bill Stoler rambles about in his 
“Snapshot!” – but we don’t want you to get 
bored with our content – So, we look forward to 
hearing your stories from Thompson, PittRace, 
and others this year!

http://www.billstoler.com
http://www.billstoler.com
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I went to the Vintage Racer Group’s Jefferson 500 
again this year, but this time I didn’t get the car ready 
in time. While I don’t want to make it a habit, auto 
racing without a car was actually pretty good. It gave 
me some time to experience racing in a way I haven’t 
for years. Here are some of the activities I enjoyed at 
the 2021 Jefferson 500:

• Instructing at the VRG Drivers School, but with 
ample time for follow up with the students during 
the weekend

• Reconnecting with old friends and getting to know 
new ones. Instead of just in my little area, I made 
it a point to go all over the paddock.

• Looking at, and photographing the cool cars and 
great racing

• Watching the races from a number of new locations

• Volunteering to spend more time on the Drivers 
Committee 

• Submitting my application to become an honorary 
member of the Joisey Boys, even though I’m not 
from New Jersey

• Sitting around a campfire and exchanging war 
stories and lies

• Alternately hawking the new VRG Merch and 
harassing its creators

• Providing unsolicited advice regarding car setup 
and driving line… and learning about my car 
setup and driving line through unsolicited advice 
from others.

• I even made my first “Attention in the pit and 
paddock” PA announcement

If your car is not ready for a race, or if you are 
between race cars, come anyway, catch up with your 
friends, and talk to VRG about volunteering, there’s 
always a need for people to support the racing.

Joe Teplitz is a member of VRG. He volunteers for 
a number of roles: as an instructor at the school, 
creating and placing VRG’s advertising, and as a 
Drivers Committee member. He is also on the PVGP 
competition committee and drivers committee, and is 
Competition Director for the Schenley Park event.

RACING WITHOUT A CAR
by Joe Teplitz 

View more at BillStoler.comKrisjan Berzins and Joe Teplitz
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Here’s a story you may not have heard about during 
the Jefferson 500. Did you see the ’72 Chevron B21 
that ran in Group 2? Well, the first thing I noticed was 
Canon sponsorship on the car because, hey… I’m a 
Canon guy and it is a big loud car. Well, on Saturday 
John Wood informed me that something special was 
taking place. You may have seen them putting up a 
white tent near the front gate. John Delane of Redondo 
Beach CA is well known for his collection of vintage 
race cars and his stewardship of the Team Tyrrell 
Racing Team including the ’71 Tyrrell that Francois 
Cervert won the US Grand Prix at Watkins Glen and 
one of the two cars (#006) that Jackie Stewart drove 
during the ’73 F1 Championship season.

On Saturday at noon John Delane celebrated his 
visit to the 100th different track in his career that 
has spanned over 37 years. John has competed in 
412 events in 21 countries. How cool is this? – John 
has traveled all over the world racing and our VRG 

Jefferson 500 in the sleepy little village of Summit 
Point, located in the panhandle of West Virginia 
would be the location for John’s “One Driver – 100 
Tracks” celebration? He was joined by family and 
friends that flew in for the special event. John was 
presented with a “certificate of achievement” by 
Summit Point’s Edwin Pardue and our very own 
Jim Karamanis at the Saturday Luncheon. I asked 
John what he thought of his first visit to Summit 
Point and he replied, “We couldn’t have picked a 
better place to celebrate #100, the Summit Point 
track is fantastic!” Quite a statement considering all 
of the incredible tracks he has visited all over the 
world. John and his wife drove across the country to 
Summit Point in Mini Cooper and yes, they traveled 
parts of Route 66 along the way. Here’s the good 
news, John is planning on being at our Thompson 
event in a few weeks and the PVGP at Pitt-Race in 
July before returning to California!

ONE DRIVER – 100 TRACKS!
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG

For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2021 DIRECTORS
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Jim Karamanis – Director
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director

For questions, please contact: 
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG NEWSLETTER TEAM
Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net

Don Mei 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso 
rbt25@verizon.net

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends
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