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March 2 VRG Tech Seminar, Graham Engineering & Motorsport, Hampton, NJ 
Doors open at 9:00 (coffee & donuts), presentations begin at 10:00, lunch 12:00, 
presentations continue after lunch. 
Address: 96 State Route 173, Suite 5, Hampton, NJ 08827 
https://goo.gl/maps/RcLZizHVQH72

April 5-7 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 15-19 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
VRG Drivers School, FF Challenge Series, VeeRG Challenge Series,  
IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

June 20-22 6th Annual Vintage Motorsports Festival –  
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Oldest Road Course in the USA, Co-Sanctioned with the VSCCA 
Event Chairman: Paul King, (508) 847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org,

July 26-28 New Jersey Historics – NJMP Thunderbolt, Millville, NJ 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series 
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

September 6-8 VRG at Pitt-Race – Wampum, PA 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series Finale 
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-770-8267, Email: Keith@VRGonline.org

October 11-13 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Formula Ford Feature Race 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

November 22-24 Annual Turkey Bowl XXIII – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: TBA
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The Wild Hare Run at Virginia International Raceway 
has been the season opener for the VRG and the 
Formula Ford Challenge Series for a number of years 
now and this year’s event took place on April 5-7, 
2019. Early April weather in the Dominion State has 
been a little challenging over the last few years and this 
year was no exception. Despite a few cancellations the 
paddock was filled with nearly 140 entries this year, 
including a solid turnout of 27 Formula Fords, thanks 
to the efforts of the FFCS and the VRG. Friday greeted 
the racers with a steady rain falling in the morning but 
things cleared up in time for the famed VDCA version 
of the Australian pursuit race, “Wild Hare Run” in the 
afternoon. Saturday’s weather was much better and 
the only other challenge was a brief delay for fog on 
Sunday morning. (At least we didn’t have any snow 
or sleet like we experienced last year!) All things 
considered, it was a very good weekend and it was 
so good to get back out there after what always seems 
like a long winter in the northeast. 

I’ll jump right into it, just like the VDCA does with the 
featured Wild Hare Run taking place on day one of the 
event. Friday afternoon, the cars lined up in reverse 
order of qualifying times and were released at timed 
intervals by the VDCA “Grand Wazoo,” Mike Jackson 
and trusty sidekick, Doug Meis. After a secretly pre-
determined number of laps the checkered flag fell and 
it resulted in the top four finishing within a period of 
one second! This incredible finish saw Henry Frye 
taking the win in his beautiful blue TR3 over Andrew 
McClean and a hard charging Chip Schenk who was 
one of the last cars released at the start! As a result, 
the traditional Wild Hare Trophy, an oversized stuffed 
Easter Bunny was a “ride along” for the Sunday 
morning one hour Enduro with Henry. Be sure to look 
for that one in the newsletter photos!

As for the Formula Ford Challenge Series, they kicked 
off the weekend on Friday evening with the Paddock 
party that took place in the garage area under a really 
great looking FFCS 50th Anniversary banner created 

THE VRG AND THE FFCS AT THE 2019 WILD HARE RUN 
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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by Alan Buttrick hanging above the entrance. Plenty 
of food and drink for everyone and the usual raffles 
and prizes including a 24” x 26” photo of last year’s 
race start that I donated for the raffles. I was relieved 
that Chris Tchorznicki’s name was pulled as the 
winner, because he was in the photo! I hadn’t given 
that a thought until I was headed to the race and the 
thought dawned on me… what if someone wins it that 
wasn’t in the race last year? Glad that one worked out. 
The racing got underway on Saturday with Doug Meis 
taking a win on what turned out to be a track that was 
going away due to dropped oil. The feature race for the 
FFCS took place on Sunday afternoon and a stout field 
of 24 cars took the green flag. The racing was close 
right from the start with Doug Meis grabbing the early 
lead in his familiar red Lola T340 followed closely by 
Tim Gaffney in a Lola T342 and the Zink Z10 of Scott 
Fairchild. The racing was very close and it looked like 
this trio was going to draft back and forth all race long! 
Unfortunately, Scott Fairchild experienced trouble at 
the Oak Tree turn and left the race with suspension 
damage, and Gaffney’s engine soured later in the race. 
Meis would take the win over Michael Hummel, who 
had a great drive and raced his way into second place 
in his Crossle 35F. 

Be sure to check out the RFFCS report from Bernard 
Bradpiece elsewhere in the newsletter for more 
details on the Formula Ford Series Round #1.

As I’ve mentioned in the past, I enjoy shooting at the 
VDCA Wild Hare Run when the VRG visits because 
it gives me an opportunity to see some cars that I may 
not get see otherwise. At this year’s event the 1971 
Ferrari 365 GT4 of Vito Bigiono caught my attention 
early in Group 6/8, as did the 1968 Pontiac Firebird of 
Gordon Slingerland. It took me a while to identify the 
white/yellow 1974 Opel Kadett GT/E of Ernie Bello, 
but it did catch my attention and after a look at the grill 
in the pits, I realized it was an Opel. Haven’t seen one 
of these since my high school days!

It was good to see that the weekend had strong 
support from the VRG members and the Formula 
Ford Challenge Series. The Wild Hare Run was just 
a “warm-up” weekend for the official kick-off of the 
VRG season at Summit Point with the JEFFERSON 
500 and I simply can’t wait. I hope to see you all in 
“Wild Wonderful West Virginia” on May 15-19!

Bill Stoler – “The VRG Photo Menace”

View more at BillStoler.com
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Hard to believe but on opening day for Round 1 of the 
Formula Ford Challenge Series 50th Anniversary Tour 
it rained, starting 2019 just where 2018 left off. We did 
six races last year, one was abandoned due to floods 
and for all the others it rained torrentially. Virginia, 
West Virginia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York – 
it did not matter what state we chose.

Undaunted, seven intrepid sailors ventured out for 
the Friday morning session and four for the afternoon 
session. The saner kept their powder dry for the 

forecasted warm, dry Saturday and Sunday. We came 
together for our late afternoon raffles, refreshments and 
food. Mike Wirrick, driving from Missouri, earned the 
Longest Tow award from Cloverleaf Auto. We had our 
raffles for other great prizes from Hoosier Tire, Anze 
Suspension and Quicksilver RacEngines. 

We woke Saturday to a warm though overcast day and 
by our late morning time slot the track was dry. So all 
that hard work over the winter was tested at 11:30 am. 
28 cars, most sporting new Hoosiers, were ready and 

FORMULA FORD CHALLENGE SERIES ROUND 1 
VIR APRIL 6TH 2019 

by Bernard Bradpiece

View more at BillStoler.com
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anxious to go. By noon we had our answer – the first 
four were covered by a half second with Doug Meis 
(’74 Lola T342) taking top honors before blowing 
out a clutch line. In the paddock, spanners were being 
wielded with at least six head gaskets being replaced, 
a veritable rash of problems. 

The afternoon race was a typical season opener with 
cars off right and left, finally one breaking an oil line 
and emptying the oil tank onto the racing line over the 
first 10 turns adding to the general fun. At the front 
Doug Meis, clutch repaired, initially dropping to third, 
then reclaimed the lead when Scott Fairchild (’78 
Zink Z-10) decided to pass on driving a skating rink, 
followed into the paddock by 16 other more cautious 
runners. Nine stayed out the additional lap to the finish.

After an early warm up Sunday – why do we get up at 
6:15 am to do 3 laps at 8:45 am and wait till 1:30pm 
for the race? – the feature race got underway in perfect 
conditions. Meis got away well this time and led off 
part of a ferocious battle between himself, Fairchild 
and Gaffney (’75 Lola T-342). Gaffney passed Hummel 
(’79 Crossle 35F) and Fairchild at the start and Meis 
into the uphill esses. Around to the stripe and Gaffney 
led, with Fairchild passing Meis on the front straight 
and Gaffney on the run to turn 1. Unfortunately as they 
came into Oak Tree on lap 2, Fairchild got behind with 
the steering and as he was gathering it up on the exit he 
and Gaffney made contact, Fairchild retiring. Gaffney 
continued back in the lead, but was soon passed again 

by Meis. Gaffney and Meis passed and repassed, only 
to have Gaffney’s engine go sour, dropping to third by 
lap 8 and elevating the watching Hummel to second.

Behind, a fierce battle raged between Gaither (PRS 
RH-01), David Fairchild (’79 Zink-Z10) and Fraelich 
(‘79 Crossle 35F) seemed settled in Fairchild’s favor 
by lap 2, but a persistent Fraelich made it back past on 
the last lap. Battles raged throughout the field, there 
was excitement at every point making for great if 
exhausting spectating.

So the race ran out with Meis taking the Checker and 
the Club Class win. Historic Ford honors went to Brian 
Nelson, who is one skilled and lucky guy. He drove 
quickly and cleanly in his FFCS debut in his new-to-
him ’72 Elden Mk 10. Near the end Brian pointed a 
very hard-charging Bill Demarest (72 Titan Mk 6b) 
by, which would have been a big mistake as the ’72 
Titan is a Historic car – but Bill chooses to use alloy 
wheels and is scored as Club Ford! Bill’s great drive 
still paid off, as he’s the winner of the Hard Charger 
Award, given by Stonebridge Cryoscience. Ron Beard 
(’87 Crossle 65F) earned the Post-Club Class win, 
jumping from 20th to 9th overall, passing Demarest 
on the last lap.

Wreaths, ribbons and champagne were passed around 
to the winners lauded by the assembled crowd, and a 
pretty good start to the season. Next on the schedule 
is the FFCS 50th Anniversary Tour is VRG’s Jefferson 
500 at Summit Point – a perennial favorite.

View more at BillStoler.com
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For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2019 DIRECTORS
Jim Karamanis – President
Mike Lawton – Vice President
Cal Trumbo – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Storm Field – Director
Scott Janzen – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director

You may also contact: 
Jim Karamanis e-mail jim@vrgonline.org 
phone: 571-762-3125

Don Mei - Editor 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso - Layout and Production 
rbt25@verizon.net

Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com 
wrstoler@comcast.net
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