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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

March 2 VRG Tech Seminar, Graham Engineering & Motorsport, Hampton, NJ 
Doors open at 9:00 (coffee & donuts), presentations begin at 10:00, lunch 12:00, 
presentations continue after lunch. 
Address: 96 State Route 173, Suite 5, Hampton, NJ 08827 
https://goo.gl/maps/RcLZizHVQH72

April 5-7 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 15-19 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
VRG Drivers School, FF Challenge Series, VeeRG Challenge Series,  
IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

June 20-22 6th Annual Vintage Motorsports Festival –  
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Oldest Road Course in the USA, Co-Sanctioned with the VSCCA 
Event Chairman: Paul King, (508) 847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org,

July 26-28 New Jersey Historics – NJMP Thunderbolt, Millville, NJ 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series 
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

September 6-8 VRG at Pitt-Race – Wampum, PA 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series Finale 
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-770-8267, Email: Keith@VRGonline.org

October 11-13 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Formula Ford Feature Race 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

November 22-24 Annual Turkey Bowl XXIII – Summit Point, WV 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

VRG RACE SCHEDULE
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After two weeks of shooting the Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix and getting all of the photos uploaded to 
the website and write the event report for Vintage 
Motorsport Magazine it was time to head down to the 
land of the “Joisey Boyz” for the annual VRG New 
Jersey Historics. It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly 10 
years since my first trip with the VRG in 2010. At the 
time, I had no idea that my youngest daughter would be 
piloting UAVs for the USAF in places like Afghanistan 
or that I would gain a son-in-law who is training to be 
an F-16 pilot in Arizona. So, when I pull into NJMP, 
I’m thinking of them the whole time. NJMP is built 
near the site of the original Millville Army Airfield 
that was dubbed “America’s First Defense Airport” 
because of the nearly 1,500 pilots who trained there 
during the 1940s. The two road courses that make up 
the motorsport complex are named after the planes 
that were used at the training facility. Lightning 
Raceway is named for the P-38 “Lightning” aircraft 
and was the track used for the NJ Historics since the 
first event in 2008. Last year, the Vintage Racer Group 
gave the Thunderbolt circuit a try and it proved very 
popular with the racers and the decision was made 
to return again this year. The Thunderbolt course is 

named after the P-47 “Thunderbolt” WWII airplane 
and this track has hosted a number of NASCAR K&N 
Series races, as well as Rolex GRAND-AM Series 
races. Thunderbolt is considered the “pro” course at 
NJMP and features modern garages, showers, a large 
paddock with power and offers hotel accommodations 
overlooking the pit lane. The Thunderbolt Raceway is 
a 2.25-mile 14 turn road course and is known for the 
turns 8/9/10 configuration called the “Jersey Devil.”

The fourth stop on the VRG seven race Mid Atlantic 
calendar and is about as close as you can get to the 
Jersey Shore and go racing too. New Jersey’s Cape 
May seaside resort is only about an hour away and a 
favorite vacation destination. There were no weather 
issues, in stark contrast to last year’s event that saw 
a series of thunderstorms that will be remembered for 
years to come. The event is chaired by Butch O’Connor 
and along with some help of the “Joisey Boyz,” always 
provides a laid-back weekend with plenty of track time 
for the competitors and a super BBQ event on Saturday 
night. The “Joisey Boyz” provided a variety of local 
craft beers for tasting and the Formula Ford Challenge 
Series provided great food on the grill for everyone. 

SNAPSHOT! – VRG NEW JERSEY HISTORICS 
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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But it was the electric tabletop “Nial McCabe Drag-O-
Way” that caught my attention and the racing continued 
while the FFCS chef’s, slaved away in the smoke and 
the haze of the BBQ grills. A big thank you to Joe 
Griffin – Storm Field – Allan Buttrick, who probably 
still smell like smoke!

The weekend commenced on Friday with practice and 
qualifying races for five race groups. Saturday morning 
qualifying set the grids for the Saturday afternoon 
races that got underway after the lunch break. 

Group 1 Mid-Bore under 2.5 Liter
Todd Reid had a great weekend in his Lotus Super Seven 
capturing another win on Saturday afternoon, followed 
by Adolf Battifarano in a ’68 Lotus Super Seven. Steve 
Byrne led early in his Datsun 510, but retired early 
with a mechanical issue. Scott Jansen finished 3rd in 
his always well prepared ’68 Triumph GT6. 

Group 2 Formula and Sports Racers.
Saturday afternoon’s Group 2 race saw 18 Formula 
Fords taking the green flag and it was Joe Griffin 
taking the win in his ’81 Crossle 45F. Ron Beard ran 
very well in his ’87 Crossle starting 10th and making it 
to the runner-up spot and with Allan Buttrick finishing 
3rd in his ’71 Lola T202. 

Group 3 Historic Big Bore 
Joe Viola took the win in his quick and nimble 1972 
Datsun 240Z over the mighty ’69 Chevron B19 of 
Kurt Uzbay with another ’72 Datsun 240Z piloted by 
John Jeffrey taking third. 

Group 4 Sports 2000 Group
The NJ Historics attracted a great looking group of 
S2000 racers to Thunderbolt this year. John Thompson 
’88 Lola T88/90 swapped the top spot with Brent 
Gernert in the ’91 Swift DB5 several times, but in 
the end, it was Thompson taking the win with Robert 
Dusek II taking the third spot in the ’94 Doran JE1. 

Group 5 Vintage and Small Bore
This race saw the ’63 Triumph Spitfires of Jesse 
Darrow and Tom Brown working their way to the front 
for 1st and 2nd with Hank Giffin running a steady race 
at the front and taking the third spot. 

There were several special races to round out the day 
on Saturday including the Todd Buttrick Memorial 
Race for the Formula Fords to commemorate the life of 
FF racer, Todd Buttrick who lost his battle with cancer 
earlier this year. (See Allan Buttrick’s article in this 
newsletter) After an extra pace lap with an emotional 
“missing man formation,” Joe Giffin took the lead on 
lap one and never looked back taking the 1st place 

View more at BillStoler.com
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View more at BillStoler.com

honors. The battle would be for second place in this 
very exciting race, with Dan Finocchiaro ’83 Crossle 
55F and Ron Beard ’87 Crossle 65F racing hard for 
the runner-up spot. Ron Beard would snare the 2nd 
place finish when Finocchiaro went off the track for a 
moment and opened the door for a thrilling 3rd place 
finish for Allan Buttrick, the brother of Todd.

It’s great to see all of the Historic Race Group guys at 
NJMP and there was a special HRG Group race that 
was captured by James Benson in his familiar blue ’66 
Plymouth Barracuda. John DeSantis finished second in 
his beautiful ’65 Ford Mustang with Hal Jones coming 
home third in his quick ’72 BMW 2002tii. 

The final race of the day was the contest for the 
VeeRG Challenge Series for Formula Vees. Rookie 

Emily Ryan took the lead early on in her ’75 Caldwell 
D-13 and was in command until lap 13 when she had 
a bit of trouble in turn one, handing the lead to Mike 
Lawrence in his Caldwell D-13 and the runner-up spot 
to Harry Sroka in his familiar red ’67 Autodynamics 
MK IV. Ryan was able to keep going and hang on for 
the third spot. 

Some unusual attrition thinned the paddock by Sunday 
morning, but the very good racing continued in the 
morning and by lunchtime, it was time for me to head 
back to central PA. 

Congrats to race chair, Butch O’Connor, “The Joisey 
Boyz” and the VRG for putting on another great summer 
weekend for the vintage racers in the Garden State. 

See you at Pitt-Race in September!
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Several years ago, my brother, Todd Buttrick, was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 prostate cancer. He told me 
racing Formula Fords was a bucket list item for him. 
Wanting to help him achieve his goals, in whatever 
time we had, I decided to re-enter the world of Formula 
Ford racing, something I had walked away from 20+ 
years ago. To that end I purchased a Lola T202 with 
the intent that Todd and I would share the car. The Lola 
was to be picked up at the Thompson race in 2017 
and Todd accompanied me on this mission. One of 
the first things that immediately struck both Todd and 
I, in a VRG paddock full of complete strangers, save 
for three or four of my old racing friends, was how 
warmly we were embraced and welcomed into the 
racing fraternity. Todd took one look at me in the car 
and said, “Damn, we never did share well, I’m buying 
my own race car, do you know of any?” And I did.

Todd bought Bob Bruces’ Crossle and embarked upon 
the path to become licensed for competition racing. 
Todd first registered for the Bertil Roos Racing School 
in Sebring. While on his return flight he called me, 
filled with excitement and enthusiasm and asked if I 

wanted to join him at the Allen Berg Racing School at 
Laguna Seca. This was an opportunity to spend quality 
time with my brother that I couldn’t possibly pass up. 
We took that course and had one of the best times of 
our lives. Todd took another course, driving Formula 
3 cars. We then attended the VRG Racing Course at 
Summit Point in May 2018. Ultimately that race was 
rained out, but we were able to complete the class. In 
the last session before the weekend was canceled due 
to rain, I was lucky enough to be remembering how to 
drive in the rain; faster than my brother was learning 
how to drive in the rain. He had been following me lap 
after lap all afternoon, the bright orange nose of his car 
poking in and out of the rooster tails and flashing in 
my mirrors. With a final charge, and then a final flash 
of orange, Todd proceeded off to explore some of the 
more succulent parts of the rain-soaked infield. Todd 
took to racing like a duck to water. Or, as Storm Field 
opined, he’s like a Labrador puppy with a bunch of 
tennis balls.

The Thompson Historic Race in June 2018 was 
Todd’s true introduction to competition racing. He was 

TODD BUTTRICK MEMORIAL  
by Allan Buttrick

View more at BillStoler.com
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embraced by the racing family, and family is what this 
group of people is. During the season, coming together 
every month or so, a group of like-minded, thrill-
seeking individuals, competing to lead the pack. There 
are no huge purses for winning these races, there are 
no representatives from Formula 1 looking to recruit, 
there are no million-dollar advertising deals; but there 
is the thrill, the camaraderie, honing of abilities, the 
lessons from watching a more seasoned driver and 
the pure exuberance of finishing the race with your 
car in the same condition as when the race began. 
Between heats, many drivers thrash to optimize the 
performance of their car, and willingly assist any other 
driver dealing with gremlins. At Thompson, Todd had 
gremlins aplenty… the clutch master cylinder failed, 
the clutch slave cylinder failed and the starter needed 
to be replaced. Across the way was Charlie Collings, a 
man who as yet was unknown to us. Charlie crossed the 
paddock and offered his most able assistance to Todd. 
The two worked late into the night to successfully quell 
the gremlins. The next day Charlie offered his expertise 
again in assisting me in changing out a blown head-
gasket, something I hadn’t done for many years. Charlie 
is a prime example of the selflessness and camaraderie 
rampant in the racing community.

Todd was warmly welcomed into the FFCS club. He 
was one of the family. This racing family is comprised 
of men and women from up and down the East coast, 
all with the commonality of racing in their blood. 
There is no judgement, no angst, no unpleasantness. 
What there is, is an abundance of mutual respect, a 
friendly competitiveness, the willingness to help and 
a true caring friendship. Todd was embraced by this 
group and reciprocated in kind.

The New Jersey Motorsports race in July 2018 was 
to be Todd’s last race – something none of us knew at 
the time. Todd dove right in and drove his best… I’ve 
been driving for years, this was Todd’s first year, and 
let me tell you, he was right on my ass and gave me a 
run for my money. The FFCS awarded Todd with the 
Field Champion Flag at this race… I believe this to 
have been one of the highlights of Todd’s life. Sadly, 
due to failing health Todd was unable to compete in 
any other races, he did participate via RaceMonitor 
and offered support from afar.

In June 2019 Todd lost his battle, I approached the 
FFCS Board and asked if the feature race at NJMP 
could be the Todd Buttrick Memorial Race; without 
hesitation they agreed. Butch O’Connor (the event 

View more at BillStoler.com
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organizer) suggested a missing man formation, which 
touched all who participated or watched the race. 
Our sister, Leigh, rode in the pace car for the race; 
a memory she will cherish forever. At every corner 
station, the corner workers waved flags in tribute to 
Todd. As we drove the course, I found myself in tears 
and wondered how I would ever complete this race. 
Unbeknownst to me, many of the other drivers were in 
tears as well, as they shared with me afterwards. 

Todd’s family and friends attended this event, and all 
were truly touched by the outpouring of love from 
this group of amazing people. During the Memorial 
race, a 16-lap race in almost 90 degree heat, I was in 
first place in Historics. Tomas LaCosta was in second 
and had remained a discrete six or seven car lengths 
behind me… until the last couple of laps. Suddenly, 
not content with second, he mounted a serious charge 
and was getting larger and larger in my mirrors with 
every corner. I’m sure I could hear Todd yelling “faster, 
idiot, faster!” I was able to fend off the attack and took 
the checkered flag. For the first time ever, I won first 
place in the Historic Ford class of this race… this race, 

the Todd Buttrick Memorial Race. Storm Field was 
presented with the Todd Buttrick Memorial Race Field 
Champion flag. This was given in recognition of the 
love and support Storm gave to Todd during his short 
racing career. We ended the ceremony with a toast to 
Todd, a toast with his drink of choice, Canadian Club. 
This racing family has vowed to continue this tradition 
for years to come.

Racing is so much more than thrashing to make 
sure your car is ready for the next race, it’s so much 
more than getting on the track and maneuvering 
yourself into the best position; it’s so much more 
than competing against yourself to improve your lap 
time; and it’s so much more than crossing the finish 
line first. Racing is a communion of like-minded 
individuals, all sharing a passion for speed, all with a 
respect for one another, all watching out for the other 
guy and jumping in to help when needed. Racing is in 
our blood… and racing is family. 

The Buttrick Family extends our heartfelt thanks to the 
VRG and FFCS for helping fulfill Todd’s dreams and 
making his last years some of the happiest he’s had.

View more at BillStoler.com
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I arrived in Salt Lake City by air on Friday, August 
9th, on Delta, an hour late at 3:30 pm. I-80 west 
toward Reno takes you to Bonneville 120 miles, 
passing the 1,700 square mile Great Salt Lake to 
the north with the Wasatch Range to the east (Alta, 
Snowbird, Dear Valley), Oquirrh Mountains to the 
west, and jagged outcroppings to the south. To the 
north is another unnamed range. The basin one drives 
through is thousands of square miles of desolate land 
with scrub foliage and sand or salt. It might remind 
you of driving through the largest crater on the moon. 
The town of Wendover straddles the Utah-Nevada 
border. The town has motels, gambling casinos with 
hotels, crummy motels, fast food outlets, gas stations, 
and car washes. The Bonneville Speedway is Exit 2. 
Wendover is Exit 1.

I got off I-80 at Exit 2 to visit the Speedway first. It is 
10 miles north east of the exit. There was a temporary 
STOP sign with a young woman, other people standing 
around and a few cars, all there to demark an entry 
to the Speedway – no charge on Friday. “Follow the 

blue line.” That blue line is a few miles long, pocked 
marked with water-filled ruts in the salt, 45 mph (it had 
rained Thursday night), leading to a sign stuck in the 
salt – “PITS, 5 mph.” There was temporary fencing to 
block entrance to the pits except where indicated.

The pits extend in three rows, each row being 200’ 
from the other. The first row, the furthest back 
from the measured speedway surface was the most 
crowded. It extended a mile. The two other rows were 
more sparsely filled. I looked for Poteet’s pit thinking 
that with the size of his land speed record car, Speed 
Demon, I could find it. It was located close to the path 
dividing the first row (also pock marked and wet), 
demarked by two 20’ x 40’ blue plastic portable tents 
lashed together, between two 48’ tractor-trailers. Under 
one tent was the Speed Demon, probably 30’ in length. 
Tables and chairs were under the other. Two porta 
potties (When I spotted the blue awnings and the porta 
potties I thought of how clever it was to have selected 
a spot next to them. I learned the next day that the 
porta potties are rented by each team who wants them. 

AT BONNEVILLE WITH GEORGE POTEET  
Speed Week, August 2019, by Bill Hollingsworth
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They were not there for the public.) were adjacent to 
the tractor trailer with the three other engines (256 ci, 
368 ci, 443 ci). Speed Demon had installed a new big 
block (Chevy based) 555 ci which had been built in the 
off season, increasing the displacement 200 ci from 
the small block last year (2018) that set the land speed 
record for a piston engine wheel driven car of 451.933 
mph. His exit speed was 475 mph. This year Poteet’s 
expectations were, with the added 200 ci, to exceed 
500 mph. Engines are built by Kenny Duttwelier of 
Ventura, CA. Chassis is constructed by Steve Watt of 
Maxwell Industries, a Sprint Car chassis constructor, 
also of Ventura, CA.

The Speed Demon is the most beautifully constructed 
car I have ever seen. It is every bit constructed to 
the F1 standard I witnessed at McLaren when I was 
given a tour of the F1 shop five years ago. It could 
have been constructed by Space X as if it were meant 
to be a rocket launch vehicle. With Poteet are a crew 
of 28 including Duttweiler and Watt. The 30.0 x 9.0 
/ 18 rear tires are constructed by Mickey Thompson, 
inflated to 100 lbs/sq in. They were tested on a chassis 
dyno on the rear of 3500 Chevy pickup to simulate 
500 mph. Tires expanded at speed up to 3.” Not all the 
tires expanded to the same diameter, so the pairs are 
optimized according to their expansion, which varies. 
Cost: $1,000 each – only good for one run and must 
be changed for the return. The much smaller front 
tires are constructed by Goodyear, branded as Eagle 
and Goodyear, and are mounted in tandem, ahead of 
the driver’s cockpit; and on loan, to be returned to 
Goodyear. I could not see if there is a front suspension. 
The rear suspension is set with some stagger, similar 
to a racecar on an oval, to counter the engine torque 
that wants to pull the car to the left. Fuel is methanol. 
Horsepower for the 555 ci is 3,600 at 50 lbs of turbo 
(twin) boost. At the starting line the car is pushed to 90 
mph to which the throttle is pressed wide open. Traction 
control is governed by a computer that controls turbo 
boost, beginning at 15% and as speed builds increases 
to full boost during the first two miles. Steering has 
6 degrees of latitude. There are two coil-over shock 
absorbers on the rear suspension that adjust the ride 
height through a computer. The 7-speed transmission 
is pneumatically shifted and is operated by a green 
button on the steering wheel. The twin turbo chargers 

have intercoolers that are cooled by on board water 
storage tanks. There is no radiator – on board water 
is circulated through the engine. When engines are 
changed so as to compete in different speed classes, 
which are determined by engine size, the engine 
change can be done in less than 5 hours. The top and 
side frame rails unbolt, the transmission slides away 
from the engine and the turbochargers stay in place. 
To set a record over a measured mile, it must be in 
both directions. The return runs used to be given four 
hours. They now are run the following morning. Speed 
Demon’s body is carbon fiber, shaped by wind tunnel 
testing to slice through the air at the 4,000 foot salt 
flats elevation.

I joined my host and his crew at our hotel, Peppermill 
Casino and Hotel, at 7:00 am for breakfast on Saturday 
morning. I learned that because of the unexpected rain 
on Thursday night there would be no racing on Saturday 
or Sunday. I had return reservations to New York on 
Tuesday morning, thinking that I would have seen 
three days of racing on the salt. Racing was expected 
to resume on Monday. At the track George Poteet gave 
me a tour of the pits, got me a Pit Pass (he had given 
me car pass at breakfast) and explained the process. I 
got to know members of the crew and spent the last 
part of the morning with his friend, Paul Gilliam of 
Birmingham, AL, who has an Alan Johnson (Johnson’s 
Hot Rod Shop, Gasden, AL) constructed land speed 
car that began it’s life as ’53 Studebaker. Known as 
the Stupidbaker, it bares a family resemblance to the 
Studebaker but is designed as a wind tunnel cheat and 
to run 300 mph. Gilliam does not drive it, leaving 
the driving to a hired shoe. George’s very attractive 
sister, Betty, was with us. For lunch she made tomato 
sandwiches with Birmingham vine-ripened tomatoes, 
Hellman’s Mayonnaise, and Pepperidge Farm Bread. 
Paul gave me the build-up before lunch. “Had I ever 
had tomatoes from Birmingham?” “No,” I replied. 
By the time he and Betty had set me up there was no 
way I was going to leave before lunch and the tomato 
sandwich. IT WAS THE BEST! They assured me that 
the best tomatoes in the USA are from Birmingham. 
(Why not.) Alan Johnson builds hot rods and customs 
and by reputation is one of the finest constructors and 
body formers in the country. I have seen other cars he 
has built. They are works of art.
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After lunch the Speed Demon crew fueled the car and 
prepared to fire it. Poteet climbed into the cockpit as 
SCTA (Southern California Timing Association) rules 
require a driver to be in the car when it’s engine is 
operating. (In the past there must have been a runaway 
driverless car.) A large crowd gathered around the car as 
it fired. The noise is what you would expect –very loud. 
Poteet then went through the gears (the car is on stands 
so that the wheels are off the ground). Fascinating to 
watch the process. I put my hand on the chassis. There 
was very little vibration. The electronics crewman 
was plugged into the car monitoring functions of the 
operating parts and computers. Engine off. Everything 
seemed fine. It was time to return to the hotel.

Sunday morning 7:00 am I joined everyone for 
breakfast and returned to my room to read the NY 
Times and to watch Meet the Press, getting to the 
track mid-morning. Sunday was more sitting around, 
another test firing of the engine, meeting with officials 
of the SCTA and at 3:00 pm learning that the water 
table under the salt was still too high to grade and 
smooth the surface to run on Monday. Racing was not 
going to begin until Tuesday. (The salt surface needs 
to be scraped very much like a snow plow scraping 
the snow from your driveway. Then it is smoothed 
with giant brushes much like a Zamboni does to the 
ice in a hockey rink.)

It is so hot and the cars are so spread out that to walk 
around as one would do at Lime Rock or Watkins Glen 
is not what one would do. I made a line of scrimmage 
audible, getting in my car to return to the hotel, call 
American Express Travel to have them change my 
flight from Tuesday to Monday. On the way I had the 
undercarriage of my rental car power washed. After 
rebooking my flight I went had the car rewashed and 
I vacuumed the interior. (I had been warned about 
turning in a car that had been on the salt. The carpeting 
I covered with plastic sheathing which was duck taped 
to the floor.) I was home for dinner Monday night.

George Poteet I did not know before going to 
Bonneville. I had heard of him as the owner of a 
Ridler Award winning car (designed and constructed 
by Alan Johnson) and of the land speed record holding 
car. As Marilyn and I were taking a Mississippi River 
trip in late April from Memphis to New Orleans, 

and Poteet lives in Holly Springs MS, an hour drive 
south of Memphis; I wanted to see his car collection 
and meet him. I was going to LA on business April 
1 and called Bruce Meyer to suggest we have lunch. 
I also asked him if he knew Poteet. He and his wife 
were going to take a hot rod tour of Death Valley, and 
yes, he knew Poteet and would email him my plans to 
be in Memphis. Poteet and I corresponded by email 
and spoke on the phone before our flight. He said he 
might not be home but would arrange for his farm 
manager to give me a tour of his cars – 50s, 60s, 70s 
muscle cars and hot rods. I did not count them but I 
had read there were more than 70. Speed Demon was 
in California. It was very interesting viewing of some 
very interesting cars. Poteet has a thing for 1961 Fords. 
His farm manager, Eric Hoyt, is a terrific guy and had 
a very thorough knowledge of Poteet’s cars. George 
was stuck in Alabama, probably at Alan Johnson’s, 
sorting transmission problems on an old Suburban 
he had restored. The Poteet farm looks to be 300 
acres of rolling farm land. The house is very modest. 
Holly Springs was the staging area for the Union 
Army under U.S. Grant when he fought the battle of 
Vicksburg. You should know that there are probably 
more nice people living in Mississippi than any place 
I have been. The Mississippi River trip, stopping at 
Vicksburg and Natchez before ending at New Orleans, 
was very interesting to a Civil War buff. The World 
War II Museum in New Orleans is a must.

George Poteet is 72. He is about as modest and 
unassuming as anyone you might meet. In the show 
car and land speed record racing world he is revered. 
Everyone around him treats him with respect that he 
returns. Bruce Meyer says he is a terrific guy. I do too.

Postscript
Monday the crew changed to a smaller engine to run 
Tuesday for the 348 mph record. Speed Demon ran 332 
mph. There were issues with the turbo chargers and 
the course was rough. Wednesday the car did no better 
and the 555 ci engine was reinstalled. On Thursday 
the best it could achieve was 379. The course never 
recovered from the rain and was too rough to achieve 
the record speeds of 2018. Friday the crew packed up 
and went home. Speed Demon again won the Hot Rod 
Magazine Trophy for the fastest car of the meeting.
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