
1

WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

March 2 VRG Tech Seminar, Graham Engineering & Motorsport, Hampton, NJ 
Doors open at 9:00 (coffee & donuts), presentations begin at 10:00, lunch 12:00, 
presentations continue after lunch. 
Address: 96 State Route 173, Suite 5, Hampton, NJ 08827 
https://goo.gl/maps/RcLZizHVQH72

April 5-7 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 15-19 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
VRG Drivers School, FF Challenge Series, VeeRG Challenge Series,  
IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

June 20-22 6th Annual Vintage Motorsports Festival –  
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Oldest Road Course in the USA, Co-Sanctioned with the VSCCA 
Event Chairman: Paul King, (508) 847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org,

July 26-28 New Jersey Historics – NJMP Thunderbolt, Millville, NJ 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series 
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

September 6-8 VRG at Pitt-Race – Wampum, PA 
Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series Finale 
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-770-8267, Email: Keith@VRGonline.org

October 11-13 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Formula Ford Feature Race 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

November 22-24 Annual Turkey Bowl XXIII – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: TBA

VRG RACE SCHEDULE

2019

JEFFERSON 500 2019

ü



2

VINTAGE RACER GROUP NEWSLETTER  JEFFERSON 500 2019

I don’t think I’ve ever looked forward to an upcoming 
race more than this year’s VRG Jefferson 500.

So much going on this year with all of these racing 
milestones intersecting at this year’s event! The 50th 
Anniversary of the first race at Summit Point Raceway 
and Bill Scott Racing and the 25th running of the 
Jefferson 500 that began with a handshake between 
Brian Redman and his good friend Bill Scott the owner 
of Summit Point in 1992. It’s also the 50th anniversary 
of IMSA and the first race for the Formula Ford. It’s 
also the 75th year for the SCCA. I think that’s all 
except for the 50th anniversary of some rock festival 
in upstate New York somewhere! 

With 2018’s event being cancelled, I looked back 
over my images of previous years and it brought back 
so many good memories with the VRG. One of my 
favorites was the 2103 event, when the Formula Fords 
put on a race for the ages. Burt Levy described it in 
JUL/AUG issue of Vintage Motorsport “one of the best 

races I’ve ever seen… Bob Bruce, Chris Morici, Joe 
Griffin, Scott Fairchild, Scott Nettleship and David 
Fairchild… take a bow!” That was the first race that 
Bill Hollingsworth asked me about paying special 
attention to this FF series thing they were putting 
together at the time… a “FF Challenge series.” Wow, 
did that thing ever blossom! It’s an incredible thing to 
watch every place we go. I doubt that we will ever see 
a race like that one in 2013 again, but who knows? This 
year’s event was another good one and while it didn’t 
have six guys in a pack at the front, we had a some 
very good packs of three and four. Sunday’s race saw 
Jeremy Treadwell take the win over Scott Fairchild, but 
not only battling with Scott till the very end, but Tom 
Gaffney and Doug Meis that took a turn at the front. 
While this was the feature event, my recall is that the 
Saturday afternoon race was the most competitive race 
for the weekend and it seemed like the lead changed 
every single lap. All I can say is, Wow… I can’t wait 
for the rest of the FFCS races this season. That 2013 
event is also memorable for me because I was asked to 

SNAPSHOT! – 2019 JEFFERSON 500 
by Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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shoot it for Vintage Motorsport Magazine by editor 
D. Randy Riggs. I’ll never forget that email. To me 
it was the photo-journalism equivalent of Will Power 
getting the call from “The Captain,” Roger Penske! 
I love the fact that the VRG events make up some of 
the pages in that great magazine, because we have a 
great club and I hope we keep attracting more cars 
and drivers to our events. It may be a bit selfish on 
my part as I love to “fill the frame” with cars coming 
down that ½ mile straight at Summit Point on the 
start! The FFCS certainly fills the frame with nearly 
40 Fords registered for this year’s event. I hope I’m 
not missing anyone here, but I really appreciate the 
efforts of everyone that has made this series happen. 
I’ve seen it progress from the early emails from Bill 
Hollingsworth to the conference calls with Chris 
Shoemaker really getting the rev’s up and the team 
that is at the helm now, Bernard Bradpiece, Andrew 
Stein, Joe Griffin and Storm Field… it just wouldn’t 
happen without their effort. 

And speaking of getting the rev’s up, how about that 
new VeeRG Series for the Formula Vees? It’s terrific 
to see this thing lifting off under the direction of Keith 
Lawrence. With 12 entries at the Jeff 500, it looks like 
we are well on our way to “filling the frame” with Vees! 

Congrats to Mike Lawrence taking the feature win at 
Summit Point. More good racing with Mike and the 
father son duo of Charles and Marcus Jones at the front 
and plenty of draft-passing on the long strait at Summit 
Point. In what will surely be one of my memorable 
moments at Summit Point will be the opportunity that I 
had to shoot from the pace car (Thanks Graham Taylor!) 
during the honorary pace lap led by longtime Formula 
Vee engine builder/car owner and driver, Bob Houston 
in his one of a kind 1968 Zink Sports Racer. It’s all about 
getting the shot and when I downloaded my photos and 
saw that I managed to capture Bob with a huge smile 
and a neatly formed pack of Vees trailing him with 
that big sycamore “witness tree” and the Summit Point 
silo in the background… well, my face lit up too. As 
many of you that attended the Jefferson 500 and heard 
Bob speak, he has been there since the beginning. He 
was good friends with Bill Scott and he had a hand in 
helping Bill and the DC Region of the SCCA create and 
maintain what we have today at Summit Point. Be sure 
to look for that photo in the newsletter! It was good to see 
Doug Zink in the 1968 Zink Z5 that was Bob Houston 
owned when the late Jim McDaniel finished 4th in the 
very first weekend of racing at Summit Point Raceway 
in October of 1969 – “The Formula Vee Grand Prix,” 

View more at BillStoler.com
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won by Jim Magee over Bill Scott (the same Bill Scott 
that later bought the track). Glenn Sullivan finished 3rd 
and visited the paddock at this years Jeff 500 as did the 
8th place finisher, Bob O’Connor. Good to see those 
guys at the track. While it was good to honor some of 
the older Vee drivers, it’s great to see all of the young 
faces driving. In addition to our feature winner, Mike 
Lawrence, other young faces included Emily Ryan who 
took the VRG School and was piloting a car wrenched 
by her Dad, Sam. Nathan Levin bought a Formula Vee 
(in boxes!) from Chris Shoemaker, put it together over 
the winter, took the VRG school on Thursday and was 
racing at the Jeff 500!

So much going on at the Jeff 500, (if you are still 
reading at this point… thanks!) including the IMSA 
RS/SCCA 2.5 Reunion Race that features those small 
sedans that were raced in the 70s. Originally called the 
“Baby Grands” by IMSA, Summit Point hosted its first 
race for IMSA in 1970. Jerry Walsh drove the purple 
1971 “Racer Walsh” Pinto that Brian Walsh tows all 
the way from Jacksonville FL to race at the Jefferson 
500. Brian leads the effort to put on the Reunion Race 
weekends since 2005 and Summit Point has been on 
the reunion calendar for many years. I’m still hoping 
that somebody will show with a Chevy Vega or an 
AMC Pacer one of these years! Bob Ball and Steve 
Byrne were the class of the field all weekend, with Bob 
Ball taking the feature win on Sunday in his familiar 
1974 BMW 2002!

One of the things I’ve noticed is that the Jefferson 500 
brings out a bunch of S2000s (including the Historic 
and Vintage S2000.) A total of 20 cars entered the Jeff 
500 and 18 of these mighty fast machines took the 
green flag for the feature race on Sunday that saw Ben 
Sinnott dominate in his 1991 Lola that I like to call the 
“Batmobile,” with Brent Gernert and Rob Sherwood 
completing the podium for this race.

I finally had a chance to catch up with Dave Gibson 
and his 1958 VAY Special. I’ve seen the car at a 
number of VRG events and it always caught my 
attention. After a conversation with Dave, I found out 
that it is a homebuilt, one of a kind creation that was 
built to compete in the “Canada Class” series in 1958 
and dominated that series in 1958-59. The class was 
created by the British Empire Motor Club in 1955 
to create a opportunity for the backyard mechanic/
racer to build something to experience racing using 
“cheap sedan parts” and rules limited the engine size 
and weight, without being a “spec series” like we see 
today (in an effort to keep costs down). Don’t you 
wish we could roll back the clock and see a variety of 
different looking cars fill the grid at todays sports car 
races? Thanks for bringing the car, Dave!

The Jefferson 500 dinner was held under the traditional 
big white tent (outside the carousel) on Saturday night 
and the weather was beautiful. The weather gods 
were good to us this year as a huge “anvil shape” 

View more at BillStoler.com
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cumulonimbus storm cloud loomed to the north. (You 
may want to check with Storm Field or David Kinsey 
to see if I got that correct… it’s been years since 
middle school science class!) It never rained and I just 
gotta give a big shout out to Jim Karamanis and Cal 
Trumbo for their efforts this year… what a turnaround 
from last year! But seriously, I would like to thank Jim 
and Cal and everyone that works so hard to put on this 
terrific event. The always entertaining Brian Redman 
spoke at the dinner and as he often does, mixed his 
racing history with a comedic flair that we all love. 
But he did get serious for a moment when he described 
a very serious heart ailment that his son James is going 
through and is faced with a financial crisis. I know 
there has been a GoFundMe page started for James 
so you may want to look into that if you would like 
to help James. We certainly will keep James and the 
whole Redman family in our prayers. 

An added bonus this year was a “warm-up act” before 
Brian Redman this year at the Jeff. Prior to Brian’s 
remarks, Bob Houston gave a terrific overview of the 

history of Summit Point and Bill Scott Racing. It was 
very informative and entertaining. I actually had a 
chance to sit down with Bob a few weeks prior to the 
Jeff 500 and he spent several hours sharing stories and 
photos from Marlboro and Summit Point Raceway. I 
took lots of notes and one of these days I hope to get 
a nice article put together and share with you here or 
in one of the vintage magazines. Bob spoke about how 
the track struggled financially early on but survived 
and grew under the ownership of Bill Scott and Tom 
Milner. He spoke of the years of Trans Am and IMSA 
pro racing in the 80s and the growth of the BSR high 
performance driver and anti-terrorism training campus 
that has evolved into what we know today as Summit 
Point Motorsports Park. It was great way to celebrate 
50 years of racing at a place that I’ll always consider 
“Bill Scott’s Place!”

Well, that’s a just a “Snapshot” from Summit Point…
there was so much more, I hope the photos tell the story! 

Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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More than twenty years since the inaugural Jefferson 
500 which was originally organized by Bill Scott 
and Brian Redman, the now respected vintage race 
for historic cars is more popular and stronger than 
ever! One of the newest class additions to the VRG 
group is one of the most historic, the Formula Vees. 
The FV field continues to grow, and for the Jefferson 
500 race, there were eleven FV vintage cars, and two 
historic FV in the 2nd year of the VeeRG Formula 
Vee Challenge Series.

VRG boasts that its race weekends are a friendly and 
fun environment, where racers and their families can 
enjoy their storied steeds. In the VeeRG group, we go 

a step further and race with our family as well! Keith 
and his son Mike both competed in FV, as well as 
Marcus Jones and his son Charles Jones. Emily Ryan 
started in her first FV race, but her mom and dad Sam 
who crews for a FF driver in VRG have also raced 
FV for many years in the SCCA and the Challenge 
Cup Series.

The FVs shared the Summit Point track sessions 
with other small closed wheel classes such as GP, FP, 
BS, CS, AP. Drivers in open and closed cars politely 
qualified and raced in the combined sessions. The 
FVs can also be proud of the close competitive races 
where there is a place for each car to have someone to 

REFLECTIONS OF THE JEFFERSON 500 MAY 2019 
by Emily and Susan Ryan

View more at BillStoler.com
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race regardless of experience, age or ability. This was 
clearly demonstrated in the second race on Saturday, 
where the lead group of Marcus Jones, (66 Zink FVv 
1.35.836), Charles Jones (66 Zink FVv 1.36.904) and 
Mike Lawrence (75 D-13 FVh 1.38.855) finished 
nose to tail, as did the following group of Dave Scaler 
(68 Zink FVv 1.43.055) Keith Lawrence (68 Zink 
FVv 1.44.776) Emily Ryan (75 Caldwell D-13 FVh 
1.42.521), and Nathan Levin (67 Autodynamics Mk4 
FVv 1.43.752) were undivided by other race classes, 
and finished together!

Mike Lawrence was one of the younger drivers at 
19 years old, but in his class (FVh), there was even 
a younger driver, Emily Ryan, who had just turned 
16 three days before the race and had just received 
her SCCA full competition license that week as well 
after completing the Bertil Roos drivers’ school at 
West Palm Beach International Raceway the month 
previous. Emily had just received her learner’s permit 
three days prior as well! Emily had previously raced 
go-karts for ten years, last in a Rotax Junior Max. It 
really is a great credit to the FV class that being fun 
and affordable, it can be enjoyed by all ages, both 
men and women. Being an affordable class, anyone 

can join, and truly have a great time! Two class 
mates of Emily’s at the Bertil Roos school were in 
the paddock this weekend as well, cheering Emily on 
and preparing to join VRG in their own cars as well.

Saturday night, the VeeRG group got together and 
enjoyed libations, pizza and good company. Many 
prizes were donated and given away by random 
drawing. Prizes included Hoosier tire sets, Velo 
Staks, Autowerks gift certificates, memorabilia and 
vintage wine. 

The Sunday VeeRG feature race was shortened 
by several cars having issues while on track, but 
the racing was excellent with the top four drivers 
changing position several times per lap. At the 
checker, Mike Lawrence was in first but closely 
followed by Charles and Marcus Jones and by Doug 
Zink in the famous Bill Scott Zink Z5 that his uncle, 
Ed Zink, created.

All are very excited and looking forward in 
anticipation to the next VeeRG race which will be 
July 26-28 at New Jersey Motorsport Park on the 
Thunderbolt track!

View more at BillStoler.com
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What a difference a year makes. Just 12 months ago 
we sat glumly watching the rain come down and the 
whole of the bottom end of the track sink underwater, 
the event cancelled before it began. For 2019 and the 
25th running of the Jefferson 500 we were greeted with 
bright sunshine and Summit Point at its most glorious. 
This was Round 2 of the Formula Ford Challenge 
Series and attracted 43 entries. 

Not only were many of the drivers of note, so were the 
cars. Holger Ahl of Powerslide Motorsports, a sponsor 
of the FFCS, brought his unique 1981 Windshadow. 
After destroying his Titan MK9 and breaking his back 
in 1980, Holger took the steering rack and fuel cell – all 
that was salvageable – and manufactured a car of his 
own design. He ran SCCA regionals with some success 
but sold the car in 1988 to Glen Kobza. Two years ago 
he reacquired the car from Glen’s widow and began 
a restoration that was completed for the Jefferson. A 
few teething issues fixed over the weekend, the car 
performed admirably in the hands of hot shoe Alex 
Scaler, only 0.7 sec off the fastest pace.

Holger, along with Frank Delvecchio (’81 Van 
Diemen) and Greg Kokulus (PRS RH01) are Formula 

Ford racers with a long continuous history – Frank 
has been racing Fords from the very beginning. We 
were elated to see Mike Stumbo, a newer member of 
the Series, return with his ‘72 Titan MK6. 12 months 
prior he drove home after the Summit Point washout, 
decoupled the trailer and returned from shopping for 
dinner to a complete burnout – trailer and contents – 
car, tools, spares, race kit, etc… Without hesitation he 
began rebuilding the charred frame, hunting all over 
the Internet for parts and very grateful for a large spares 
package from fellow Titan racer Sandy Gilliland.

We also had some “ringers” join us for the first time, 
resurrecting outstanding racing careers put on hold 
by family and business, each with a fascinating story. 
Mike Agnifilo, best known today for Stonebridge 
Cryoscience and a successful prep shop, has recently 
been racing a Datsun 510 with great success. Many 
had forgotten his previous incarnation as a Ford racer. 
In 1987 Mike persuaded his mum to cosign an 18.5% 
personal bank loan(!) that would allow him to buy a 
Van Diemen RF81 at the age of 20. He went on to 
many wins including the 1989 Championship, selling 
the car at the end of that season – to the consternation 
of his mum – and moving on to Formula Atlantic. Ten 

2019 FORMULA FORD CHALLENGE SERIES  
50TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR ROUND 2 

by Bernard Bradpiece

View more at BillStoler.com
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years later he began calling the current owner inquiring 
about a possible repurchase, but the voicemails went 
unanswered for 18 years. Two years ago in February 
the daughter of the now-deceased owner called Mike, 
saying she had checked her dad’s answering machine 
and the car was now available. Mike asked about its 
condition and on description agreed to a price. The 
daughter’s description omitted that garage storage 
was only recent; it had been outside under a tarp since 
its last race in 1997. Undaunted, he loaded the rusting 
hulk and started a two year restoration, hidden in the 
back of his prep shop so his mum would not see until 
it was completed. So on Thursday, he dropped the rear 
door of the trailer and rolled out this pristine car, much 
to his mum’s shock and amazement. 

Jeremy Treadway purchased and rebuilt a Van Diemen 
RF 81 in 2008 with the sole purpose of winning the 
Formula Ford 40th anniversary at Road America, 
which he duly achieved. He then immediately sold it. 
In August 2018 he bought it back and went through 
the car to put it back to the spec he ran in 2008. With 
the passing of time the biggest problem was re-fitting 
the driver who by now was a tad larger than in his 
glory days. Although there were a couple of teething 
problems, the results, this first weekend out, speak for 
themselves.

With seven qualifying races and a three-session 
practice day – all for $475, there was enough track time 
for all comers; indeed some of the older gentlemen 
were suffering heat exhaustion from all the effort! By 
the time the feature race came around, the pecking 
order was fairly clear. Heat winners had been Scott 

Fairchild (’78 Zink Z10), Todd Bardwell, (Crossle 
35F) Tim Gaffney (’75 Lola T342) and Treadway, 
with Treadway six tenths clear, then a gaggle of seven 
separated by less than a second, including perennial 
frontrunner Doug Meis. 

Throughout the field there were several groups of five 
to seven, each group within a few tenths. We anticipated 
a cracking race and so it transpired. Treadway led off 
majestically with the first seven nose to tail. Gaffney 
managed to displace Fairchild S for second by the 
completion of lap 2 while Meis (’74 Lola T340) fell 
from 4th to 5th as Bardwell made it through on the 
rundown to turn 1. Farther back, Austin (’76 Zink 
Z10) stole a march on Agnifolo to take 8th. Scaler in 
the Windshadow lost a place to David Fairchild (’79 
Zink Z10) and Mike Wirrick (’75 Zink Z10) started a 
majestic climb up the field. 

Back at the front it was hot and heavy. Treadway fell 
to second as Fairchild S took the point, swapping 
position each lap until 9 when Meis climbed back and 
took the lead only to lose it to Fairchild S the next lap. 
But Treadway was not done and by lap 11 was back 
ahead taking the flag by 0.2 secs. From Fairchild with 
Meis 0.2 further back. Gaffney, Mike Hummel (’79 
Crossle 35F) and Joe Griffin (’81 Crossle 45F) had 
unusually lonely races but up into 7th came Scaler. 
11th was Mike Wirrick who started back in 15th and 
was the recipient of the Stonebridge Cryoscience Hard 
Charger award. Winner’s wreaths, ribbons, prosecco 
and smiles brought the weekend to a successful close. 
On to New Jersey for round three.

View more at BillStoler.com
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For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2019 DIRECTORS
Jim Karamanis – President
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Nial McCabe – Secretary
Storm Field – Director
Scott Janzen – Director
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Butch O’Connor – Director

You may also contact: 
Jim Karamanis e-mail jim@vrgonline.org 
phone: 571-762-3125

Don Mei - Editor 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso - Layout and Production 
rbt25@verizon.net

Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com 
wrstoler@comcast.net
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