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Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

VRG RACE SCHEDULE

2018

April 6-8

Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 17-20

Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV
VRG Drivers School, Royale FF Challenge Series, VeeRG Challenge Series,
IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion, VRG Drivers School (May 16-17)
with FREE Open Test Day (May 17)
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

June 21-23

5th Annual Vintage Motorsports Festival –
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT
Oldest Road Course in the USA, Co-Sanctioned with the VSCCA
Event Chairman: Paul King, (508) 847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org,

ü July 27-29

New Jersey Historics – NJMP Thunderbolt, Millville, NJ
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

September 7-9

VRG at Pitt-Race – Wampum, PA
Full Track at PIRC. Royale Formula Ford Feature Race
VeeRG Challenge Series Finale
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-770-8267, Email: Keith@VRGonline.org

October 5-7

VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

November 23-25

Annual Turkey Bowl XXII – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairman: Michael Oritt, Tel: 305-420-4929, Email: Michael@vrgonline.org
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RACING IN CANADA, CT, NJ, (BUT NOT WV)
by Bill Stoler
It’s been some time since I submitted a report for
the VRG Newsletter and by the time you see this I
hope you are loading the trailer for the NEW JERSEY
HISTORICS at NJMP or this finds you already
partying in the paddock at the THUNDERBOLT
circuit at Millville!

out the event was cancelled! Well, I just couldn’t turn
around and I headed down to check it out myself (and
to see some of my favorite people!) and I was amazed
to see the flooding on the roads leading to and from
the track. I live about an hour north in Greencastle
PA and we had rain… but nothing like they had in
Jefferson County. Well, I did take a few photos for
historical record before heading home and I grabbed
what I consider to be the coolest VRG event t-shirt
since I’ve been attending. It’s appropriate that it was

Like most of you, I was on the road headed to Summit
Point WV for my favorite VRG event of the year, the
Jefferson 500. I stopped at the first rest stop in WV
and checked my Facebook app on my phone to find
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black because I wore it all weekend in “mourning!”
I’ve been down to Harper’s Ferry WV two times
since the Jeff 500 and I can tell you there are still
roads that are closed due to damage by that historical
weather event.

say enough about the driving that I see in this series
and I can tell you the response from the fans as I work
the corners is incredible. They LOVE the RFFCS
cars and drivers.
Laurie and I spent Sunday evening at Niagara Falls and
on Monday we headed home. (Laurie is still working!)
I downloaded images for Victory Lane and the RFFCS
stuff for the website and on Thursday, it was off to
Thompson Speedway for the Vintage Motorsports
Festival. This is a terrific event and I’m thrilled when
the VRG and VSSCA cars share the same weekend!
This produces a wonderful variety of cars, VSCCA
brings the older cars and the VRG gang providing the
modern Big Bore stuff! Friday was a terrific day and
the weather was threatening on Saturday but never
came, so it provided two really good days of shooting.
One of the most memorable cars of the weekend was
a 1959 JOMAR that was driven by Alex Saidel. This
car was owned by his father Raymond who took a
class win and finished 2nd overall at a SCCA race at
Thompson in 1959. The car was restored by Alex and
his Dad over the last several years. The car had never
been back to the road course at Thompson until this
year. Raymond passed away last year and it was the
first time Alex was vintage racing without his Dad.
Look for more about this car and the story as I hope to
get it published in one of the vintage racing magazines.
Another great car at Thompson was the 1969 Chevron
B16 of Kurt Uzbay. It is a continuation car that was
built by Chevron and has significant race history in
Europe. Kurt purchased it last year and raced it at the

Well, because of the disappointment at Summit
Point… I think something snapped and I decided to
go vintage racing everywhere I could! Laurie and I
headed to the Hershey Hillclimb and covered that
event for Vintage Motorsport and Victory Lane. The
next week, we headed to MOSPORT to cover the
Royale FF Challenge Series and it was our first trip
and it didn’t disappoint! I know they call it Canadian
Tire Motorsport Park these days, but it’s still that same
place I read about when I was a kid. It was a thrill to
shoot the RFFCS in “Moss Corner” and think about
the legends of motorsport that have attempted to find
the apex in that amazing corner. It was also my first
time seeing (and hearing) the Formula 5000 cars. It
was amazing to shoot these cars screaming down the
Mario Andretti Straightaway. Getting to see Brian
Redman strap in and take a lap in the Borax livery
F5000 car on Saturday was a memory I won’t soon
forget. Unfortunately, the weekend took a tragic turn
when F5000 driver, Mark Green passed away after
crashing heavily at T8 while leading in a single car
accident. I still can’t find the words to describe the
emotion that we felt leaving the track that day.
The Royale FF Challenge Series had a good turnout
at CTMP and put on some really good racing. I can’t
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Targa 66 in Palm Beach, where he had Brian Redman
sign it. I look forward to seeing this car again. The
Royale FF Challenge Series attended Thompson and
as expected, produced some very good racing.

VRG race in September. The improvements that Jim
and Kathy Stoudt have done to track in a few short
years is incredible. You are going to love the place!
Don’t forget to check out all of the photos that I’ve
uploaded to the website; www.billstoler.com

Obviously, it was time to take a break and I skipped
shooting the IMSA race at the Glen this year, because
at some point, I simply had to stop shooting photos
and do some editing! So, I stayed home did the 4th
of July stuff and then it was off for two weekends at
Pittsburgh! The BMW Car Club of America selected
Pittsburgh at the site for the 2018 Oktoberfest and
needless to say there were a record number of BMW’s
at Schenley Park. Over 30 BMW 2002s participated
in a BMW only Marque Race through the Park. The
Kastner Cup brought a boatload of Triumphs to the
Pitt-Race Complex and it was honor to meet and
photograph racing legend Kas Kastner awarding
the “Kastner Cup.” to Jim Dolan, who owns one of
Kastner’s GT6s. I’m really looking forward to our

It should keep you busy for a few hours.
Thanks to everyone for supporting my efforts; not
only by the purchase of my photos, but by following
and commenting on my work on Facebook.
Now, it’s time to head east… to the land of the Joizey
Boys and experience the thrill of racing on the circuit
they call “Thunderbolt” at NJMP!
I’ll see you there!
Bill Stoler
wrstoler@comcast.net
717.372.2279
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For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2018 DIRECTORS
Jim Karamanis, President
Nial McCabe, Vice President
Cal Trumbo, Treasurer
Mike Lawton, Secretary
Storm Field, Director
Keith Lawrence, Director
Graham Long, Director
Butch O’Connor, Director
Ian Wisbon, Director
You may also contact:
Jim Karamanis e-mail jim@vrgonline.org
phone: 571-762-3125
Don Mei - Editor
dnmeicpa@aol.com
Rob Brownlee-Tomasso - Layout and Production
rbt25@verizon.net
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