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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

MARCH 11, 2017          Winter Tech in Clifton, NJ

APRIL 7-9, 2017 (Tentative)VDCA WILD HARE RUN, VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, ALTON, VA 
 Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554 Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com 

MAY 17-21, 2017 “JEFFERSON 500” AT SUMMIT POINT, WEST VIRGINIA  
VRG Drivers School  (May 17-18) 
with FREE Open Test Day (May 18) 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

JUNE 22-24, 2017 THE VINTAGE MOTORSPORTS FESTIVAL AT THOMPSON SPEEDWAY  
MOTORSPORTS PARK - THOMPSON, CT 

 OLDEST ROAD COURSE IN U.S., CO-SANCTIONED WITH THE VSCCA 
 Royale Formula Ford Feature Race
 Event Chairmen: Paul King, Chairman, and Mark Gunsalus, Co-Chairman, Tel: 508-847-4809 
                                     Email: paulking@charter.net

SEPT. 15-17, 2017 NEW JERSEY HISTORIC RACES, LIGHTNING CIRCUIT, NEW JERSEY MOTORSPORTS
                                      PARK, MILLVILLE, NJ MG Vintage Racers Focus Event, Royale Formula Ford Feature Race.
 Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674 Email: bfo@spsk.com

OCT. 6-8, 2017 VRG at The Glen, NY. Royale Formula Ford Feature Race. 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935 Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

OCT. 20-22, 2017 DOMINION RACEWAY, THORNBURG, VA, THE VINTAGE PUMPKIN RUN                                       
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion 
Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo and Jim Karamanis, Tel: 304-449-7050 Email:

NOV. 24-26, 2017 (Tentative) ANNUAL TURKEY BOWL XXI, SUMMIT POINT, WEST VIRGINIA 
Event Chairman: Michael Oritt, Tel: 305-420-4929 Email: Michael@vrgonline.org
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It’s hard to believe that we’re wrapping up the 2016 VRG racing season with year-end edition. It seems like it’s 
only been a few weeks since I was packing up the camera gear for the first event back in April. As I reviewed the 
photos for this edition, I began to realize why I’ve been a little worn out lately.  (I’m still working a full time job 
during the week)  My photo editing database indicates that I pressed the shutter button a little over 65,000 times 
this year. Geez that means 65k images must have downloaded and backed up too. Additionally, each one of these 
photos would have reviewed and best ones edited, selected, and uploaded to the website. Wow, when did I find 
the time to that? Honestly, these figures did surprise me a bit, so I kept digging. A look at my mileage records 
indicated that I traveled over 6500 miles, attended 14 weekends of racing at 9 different tracks, from Watkins Glen 
to Darlington SC.  I was starting to wonder where the energy came from and how I could get it that same energy 
back again. I only needed to tap into for a little bit more so I could finish this article, as well as Turkey Bowl 
article for Victory Lane Magazine.  Well, it started kicking in and it the fact is, I really love the work I do for the 
VRG. Capturing and sharing my work with the VRG combines my three greatest interests, photography, racing 
and history. One of our VRG Formula Ford pilots, Scott Fairchild summed it up best last year while commenting 
to a Facebook post.  It went something like this, “Bill Stoler is racer who chooses to participate in the sport from 
behind the lens.”  I did race karts after high-school for a few years and, obviously, the desire to strap in and drive 
a race car never goes away.  A desire to race isn’t simply enough to get me to put the camera down. If I’ve learned 
anything from roaming the paddock with my camera, it’s the fact that the “prep work pain/ track-time fun” is way 
too steep for me. My satisfaction comes from capturing the fun and excitement of this “thing” called “vintage 
racing.” What drives me is a hope that the fruits of my labor will help to draw more people to this wonderful 
experience.  Heck, if I was racing, I might only be wearing out tires and burning up fuel!  Back in 2009, it began 
by just contributing a few photos for the VRG newsletter. Then Walt and Lou Pietrowicz retired and that opened 
the door to more participation.  Eventually, I started submitting stuff to Victory Lane Magazine and I’m more than 
thrilled when my photos make the pages of Vintage Motorsports magazine. But the thing that seems to be taking 
off is the Facebook phenomenon. I’m really surprised by the number of people that look forward to the event 
photos. Obviously, I use FB and my website to share the bulk of my work. Regardless of the media outlet, the 
ultimate goal is to promote the VRG, using photography to share the excitement and fun of vintage racing, both 
on and off the track.

The year kicked off with that drive down through the heart of Virginia for the Wild Hare Run, the weekend that 
the VRG shares with the VDCA at Virginia International Raceway. It was only my second visit to VIR and this 
event has become one of favorites. I regret that I failed to make it down there before the Oak Tree fell, but I still 
think Paul Newman would still consider it worthy of his quote “If there’s a heaven on earth, it must be VIR.” This 
historic facility retains the charm of an old school track but with plenty of runoff room which allows the vintage 
cars to flex some muscle safely allows for some amazing photo opportunities!  It’s not surprising that the VRG 
shares this weekend with the VDCA. From my observation, we come for the cars and the racing but at the heart of 
this thing it’s about all about people and good times. There was an abundance of both at the WHR. Did I mention 
fun? That Wild Hare race is the coolest thing I’ve witnessed at a track. I can’t tell you how it works, it makes my 
head hurt. But smart guys like Mike Jackson and Doug Meis figure out the starting grid and they make it happen!  
Another cool thing during this weekend is getting see to see my favorite F1 race car of all-time, the Black and Gold 
John Player Special Lotus 79 of Mario Andretti at the SASCO Racing. The open house hosted by Dave and Robyn 
Handy is a great opportunity to see the famed Lotus and other racing cars in various stages of restoration and/or 
maintenance.  It was cold and blustery weekend this year, but with an abundance of sunshine.  As a result of the 
winds on Saturday, I spent a bit more time in the garage area, but that proved to very beneficial as Bill Hollingsworth 
and I spent some time discussing the history of the VRG and how it began.  We also discussed the changes in 
media and motorsport and lamented on the days of when Chris Economacki’s National Speed Sport News was the 
major weekly source for all things racing. As the editor of the VRG newsletter, Bill has been a mentor, friend and 
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the #1 supporter of my work and I’m deeply indebted 
to him for his encouragement and support.  Notable 
racing moments for the weekend included seeing the 
VRG Royale Racing Formula Ford Challenge Series 
get underway with its first event of the year. The FF 
weekend kicked off with a Friday night paddock party 
and concluded on Sunday afternoon with the feature 
event. It was the Scott Fairchild – Doug Meis show 
again, with Scott taking the win by a very slim margin 
of only .16 seconds. Another fun race to watch was 
the Formula Vee feature, with Mike Jackson taking the 
win after doing battle with about five or six tightly 
matched Vees at the front. It was the first chance to 
see a 1958 Echidna Special owned by Stephen Steers 
of Texas. It’s my understanding that this a Chevy 1956 
Chevy sedan chassis powered by a V8 with a Devin 
fiberglass body. It was named by the wife of the car’s 
creator, who thought the car looked like an “Echidna,” 
a spiny anteater native to Australia. It was also my 
first time observing a “Stanguellini” Formula Junior, 
a very compact looking race car. I enjoyed watching 
a red 1959 model driven by Joe Colasacco led Group 
One most of the weekend.

Next up was the Jefferson 500, the signature event 
for the VRG and it’s the shortest drive for me and I 
consider it my home track. I first attended in 1981, 
when the guy working at a Hagerstown MD photo lab 
told me I should go there. He had been processing my 
film of winged sprint car racing action from Williams 
Grove and Hagerstown Speedways. He told me about 
Paul Newman racing there, so I decided to check it 
out. I don’t remember the specific order of events, but 
over the next few years I witnessed the Budweiser 
Trans-Am series, The VW Rabbit Bilstein Cup and 
the Renault Le Car series and I really began to enjoy 
the racing at Summit Point. My fondest memory was 
a race where Ken Slagle in a yellow TR7 was leading 
the event and took off into the trees at turn nine.  I 
recall David Hobbs racing in a DeAtley Corvette and 
Tom Gloy driving a Jack Roush Capri before Roush 
went to NASCAR. I don’t think Newman ever won 
at Summit, but I really enjoyed the red white and 
blue Bob Sharp Racing Datsun/Nissan that raced at 
the point. I’d love to see another Trans Am race there 
someday. But, let’s back to this year’s Jeff 500. It was 

another one of those unseasonably chilly weekends 
that had a hold on early spring in the Mid-Atlantic 
this year. The chilly temperatures and the showers 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm and fun. There was 
ample sunshine, but just enough shower activity to 
create some interesting shooting opportunities and 
resulted in one of the most thrilling IMSA RS/SCCA 
2.5 Challenge Re-Union race I’ve ever witnessed. I 
decided to shoot that race from the inside of turn one 
doing a lot of slow speed panning. Bob Ball in his 
BMW 2002 was drifting all the way around turn one, 
lap after lap. After the race I learned that he has been a 
skid pad instructor, so that explains that….but I heard 
more than one competitor after the race saying it was 
some of the most fun they’ve had in a race car. There 
is so much that goes on at the Jeff 500, it’s hard to 
narrow it down for this piece. Of course it’s always 
fun to see Peter Krause lead the track walk on Friday 
evening for the HPH charity, but it’s a real blast to 
see him racing with Ben Sinnott and Dave Handy in 
the very competitive S2000 races. Jeff 500 co-chairs, 
Cal Trumbo and Jim Karamanis organized a great 
weekend, topping off it off with the Grand Marshal 
and the Saturday night dinner speaker, Justin Bell. 
I will always remember two things from his talk. 1. 
Describing the GT40 that he drove on fairly damp 
track as a “bloody beast” 2. Describing the sight of the 
Formula Ford drivers strapping into the cars as if “they 
were stuffing themselves into a corset!”  It was a great 
evening and he was joined by his delightful young son 
Oliver, already a veteran child actor who can be seen 
in 4 episodes of the HBO series “Westworld.” It was 
another great weekend for the Royale Formula Ford 
Challenge series. A pack of nearly 30 Formula Fords 
took the green flag for the feature and Scott Fairchild 
edged out Doug Meis again to improve his record to 
2-0 in the series. (A few more notes from this weekend: 
I finally got a chance to shoot some photos of Tom 
Chisholm in his newly acquired Lotus Seven and a big 
thanks to Dan Finocchiaro for dragging that Formula 
Atlantic out for few laps in the rain, so I could get 
some cool rain shots!)

The next VRG race for me wouldn’t take place until 
September at NJMP. So I covered a few other events, 
including the Hershey VSCCA event at Hershey for 
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Vintage Motorsport Magazine. I didn’t know about this race meeting until a few years ago and it’s become a 
favorite. The Grand Ascent at Hershey is an opportunity to shoot some really old race cars including the 1912 
Mercedes GP of Hal Fillinger.  Wayne Carini competed in the Group 44 tribute car there and he also made an 
exhibition run up the hill in a 1930’s Indy car.  On the trail that runs parallel to circuit, I had the opportunity to be 
a trail guide, showing the way down the trail from the hotel to Ray Evernham, Jeff Gordon’s former crew-chief. 
Along the way we discussed his restoration efforts of Martin’s Robbin’s stock car as well as the restoration taking 
place on that white 1959 Chevrolet Impala made famous in the movie classic “American Graffiti.” But the story 
of this weekend was the fastest man and “King of the Hill” again this year, our VRG favorite, Graham Long in 
the Lotus Seven! Another big moment at the Hershey was the award for ……Morici, the grandfather our FF star, 
Christian Morici.

The Fourth of July weekend would find me headed to Watkins Glen for the first professional race on the newly 
paved surface. The Six Hours of the Glen would give me my first chance to shoot the DeltaWing car and my last 
chance to shoot the IMSA Daytona Prototypes. It gave me an opportunity to shoot the new Chip Ganassi Racing 
Ford GT. I also had the good fortune be in Gatorade Victory Lane to shoot the first class win for the #67 Ford GT 
of Ryan Brisco and Richard Westbrook.

Although the PVGP wasn’t a VRG event I headed to Pitt-Race to shoot the Historics at Pitt-Race. Next to the 
VRG, shooting the races for the PVGP is special for me. Both of my girls attended college in Pittsburgh and I 
donate my work to the PVGP for the program and promotion.

For the first time since 2009, I wasn’t able to make the event at Schenley Park. I was attending a very special 
graduation ceremony for LT Kristen Stoler at Joint Base San Antonio – Randolph. Kristen is my youngest daughter. 
Her older sister, LT Stephanie Stoler is serving at the Naval Hospital –Jacksonville FL.

Then it was time to head back to Watkins Glen for the best NASCAR race on the schedule. The Cheez-it 355 has 
been voted a favorite by the fans. Maybe NASCAR is finding that turning right and left, as well as shifting gears 
every lap creates an ample opportunity for error…which creates excitement. It marked my third year in a row 
doing this one and if it’s racing at the Glen, count me in!

Now, I should have taken it easy and headed to Summit Point for the Labor Day weekend….but my girlfriend 
was headed to Myrtle Beach to visit her children for the weekend. Hmmm, let see….it’s close to Darlington SC, 
and it’s the throwback weekend, which would be a little like vintage racing? So, although I should have been 
resting up before the crush of VRG events in September and October, I decided to shoot the Southern 500. This 
was like going to Wrigley Field or Yankee Stadium, I just had to do this once! And it exceeded my expectations. 
The combination of the throwback paint schemes, night racing and the cars on the edge of control right next to the 
wall created a very memorable experience. In a bit of a surprise, I would have to say the highlight of my year was 
getting to shoot my first Southern 500 at the historic Darlington Raceway. I grew up watching NASCAR and this 
place still retains that “feel” that seems lost at other NASCAR tracks.

Gaining credential to shoot the professional events is still a thrill.  But the heart and soul of my photo-journalistic 
efforts remains with the Vintage Racer Group and after a summer of shooting the professional stuff, it was time 
to go vintage racing again!

New Jersey Motorsport Park has become another highlight on the VRG Calendar. The Lightning Circuit is 
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a good track for viewing and I’ve found some good 
places for shooting. This would include from the flag 
stand and from the pace car. I send a BIG thank you to 
the flaggers and course workers at NJMP. Especially 
to that lady that runs the show on the grid, Diane 
O’Connor. The false-grid is laid out in a unique way 
and it allows me some good shooting opportunities 
in the morning. Diane’s better half, Butch is the Race 
Chairman at NJ and along with his band of brothers, 
the “Joisey Boyz Racing Team,” they put on terrific 
event at the Millville facility. The social highlight of 
the weekend is the Saturday Night BBQ and Craft 
Beer tasting held at the Millville Army Air Field 
Museum on the grounds of the old Army Airfield.  I 
end up taking the same shot each year, but I love the 
shot of the VRG BBQ taking place under the big tent, 
“framed by the opposing aircraft” and the setting sun in 
the background. It’s making me miss summer as I type 
this… The racing is always good and the car I always 
look forward to seeing at Millville is Lou Casazza’s 
1967 McKee Mk7 Can-Am racer. It was wonderful to 
see Hank Giffin back to racing in the 1959 Morgan +4, 
having recovered from a serious accident in his Elva 
at the Jefferson 500 (we may not see that Elva again). 
The Royale Formula Ford Challenge was back for 
another round at NJMP, but this time the Friday night 
paddock party was a very special event. Christian 
Morici threw a party for his 40th birthday and what a 
celebration it was!

Three weeks later was the return to Watkins Glen. 
(Last year was skipped due to the track’s being repaved)  
What a difference a new track surface makes. And the 
weather – it might as well have been Spring on Friday! 
It gave me some very good lighting opportunities to 
capture the racing from the top of the “Esses at Watkins 
Glen!” This is one of the spots (it not THE spot) that 
I’ve always dreamed about shooting from the time 
I saw photos of F1 cars in magazines as a teenager. 
Lots of great cars to shoot and a touch of color from 
the changing leaves in the background. This weekend 
was another Royale Formula Ford Challenge series 
weekend and the Friday evening paddock party was 
well attended and featured last year’s winner “Van” 
Van Deurzen and his lovely wife, Roseanne working 

the BBQ grill. On Saturday, well….that was a bit 
damp. However, it just gave me some more interesting 
photo ops. I always like to get a few shots of the open 
wheel cars in the rain. One of the good things about 
the inclement weather is that I’ll spend a little more 
time in the garage and gives me some time to meet 
some of the new people, like FF racer, David Kinsey. 
I found out that David is recently retired from the Air 
Force and we had plenty of stuff to chat about, since 
my daughters are serving in the armed forces and I’m 
a civilian still working for the Army (retirement is 
just around the corner!) The visit to Watkins Glen is 
a chance to race with some of our racer friends from 
Canada, including Alain Raymond in his Fiat Abarth 
1000C and a spectator favorite of the weekend, the 
1969  VW Beetle in the #53 “Herbie The Love Bug” 
livery of Jason Di Cesar competing in group 1. Group 
2 visitors from the north included Charles Foster in a 
Piper DF5, Kevin Young in a Crossle 20F, Ed Luce 
in the Lotus 51, and Claude Gagne in the Lotus 61M. 
Group 4 Canadian racers included Neil Young in 
a Datsun 240Z, John Coey in a Porsche 914-6, and 
Gary Allen in a Porsche 356SC. The Annual General 
Meeting and dinner was held at the Glen Club located 
at the top of the famed esses featuring a panoramic 
view of Lake Seneca.

Two weeks later we were at Dominion Raceway, 
Woodford, Virginia at a great location off I-95. Hotels 
are located next to the track. This is a very unique 
facility that is still under construction and an idea in 
progress. At first glance the track seems a bit tight 
and crowded, like one of those indoor karting tracks. 
There are some things that need a little work but it 
appears as if the owner is committed to making it a 
success. The facility is major. The road course is not 
Watkins Glen or VIR, but it’s another place to park 
the trailers, race the cars, and hold a paddock party, 
and… most of all, another place to meet up with the 
best gang of vintage racers anywhere. It’s always 
hard the first time at a track to find the good shooting 
locations, based on the time of day or the best way to 
get in position. I did find some good places to shoot 
and there is one really good spot in the paddock that 
you can view the northern half of the track.  I didn’t 
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the vintage motorsport experience. The Turkey Bowl 
is a most unique experience. When people find out 
I’m still shooting races this late in the year, they seem 
surprised. Isn’t it too cold, etc…? I answer them by 
saying, yes, sometimes. But when you know it’s my 
last chance to do this until April or May….well, the 
excitement trumps the weather for the next few days! 
Besides, the late autumn sun is absolutely, the best 
light of the year at Summit Point. Temperatures this 
year weren’t bad. It was bit cloudy so I didn’t get as 
much of that great autumn light as I would have liked, 
but it was another chance to get one of those great VRG 
Turkey Bowl hats! Obviously, this event is challenged 
by the Thanksgiving holiday, black Friday shopping, 
college football, and the potential for a dwindling 
racing budget (or busted cars – ed.) but thanks to 
efforts of Race Chairman Michael Oritt and the cadre 
of VRG volunteers, there was a nice group of cars for 
the weekend. Friday seemed a little light, but as the 
day opened up, cars on their trailers arrived and by 
evening it looked as if we were having a race meet on 
Saturday.(This could have been due to the surprisingly 
nice weather.)  Within moments of my arrival on 
Friday morning I became excited about some potential 
photographs and stories for the weekend. It was very 
good to see Fran Delvecchio return to the Summit 
Point Grid after being away for a few events. Ray 
Stone was in attendance, albeit without his Sprite, but 
joined me with his Canon shooting for Victory Lane 
Magazine. Hank Giffin returned with his Morgan +4, 
and while I’m sorry to hear the Elva may not be back, 
I love shooting photos of that grand looking Morgan 
+4.  Some really good racing took place in Group one, 
with Paige Hope showing the way around on Saturday 
with Dad’s gorgeous silver Mk3 Elva Courier Coupe 
with Dave Good and John Faulkner giving chase in 
their MGA’s. Paige headed back home Saturday, but 
the MGA’s remained in the front on Sunday with “The 
Cool Canadian,” Dave Good edging out his nemesis, 
John Faulkner by a narrow margin. The open wheel 
group 2 group was a little small, but saw great racing 
among a trio of Formula Fords, the Zink of Denny (and 
Leon) Austin, the Van Dieman of Frank Delvecchio, 
and the Crossle of Kurt Fischer. The trio swapped 
positions and the lead every time out, with the Austin 

arrive at the track until midafternoon and it was rather 
balmy for a late October. A weather front was moving 
in slowly from the west and I had been checking 
the radar on the way south from PA. I arrived at the 
track and got checked in and I could see this wall of 
rain coming. It hit very quickly and it created some 
interesting photos ops as it converged on the raceway.  
The very hard rain only lasted for a few minutes and 
I hadn’t had time to find a spot to shoot yet. But I 
glanced at the front straight and thought I would just 
shoot some “rooster tails” trailing the sports racers 
of Roger Cassin and Chuck Pitt. That proved to be 
some of the cooler shots of the weekend as I was able 
to capture some panning shots, while catching the 
reflection from some of the water draining from the 
track. Photographing road racing in the rain is great 
for the photographer. It is very true that competing in 
the rain creates some of the more interesting shots that 
you can’t shoot on an oval. So my advice to folks who 
love to shoot at the track is, when most of the folks are 
heading for cover, grab the raincoat or a garbage bag 
and start shooting!  Dominion Raceway’s road course 
is a bit narrow in places and it feels as if it is lined 
with jersey barriers. In discussing it with the drivers, 
it seemed as if it took a little patience to figure out. 
Saturday afternoon, the IMSA RS /SCCA2.5 re-union 
race was held. The Bimmer 2002’s of Bob Ball and 
Perry Genova appeared to have it figured out and they 
put on a terrific display of driving as they raced side 
by side for many laps until Perry gained the advantage 
and took the win. They should pay these guys “tow 
money’ next year, because I would love to see the re-
match! There was another paddock party and this time 
it was Tammy Calef and Stewart Bartley working the 
magic with the charcoal grill! It was a great paddock 
party finale. Smiles abounded as the fraternity of FF 
racers, old friends, new friends, sharing stories, talking 
tech, and just having a good time. The synergy of all 
of the efforts of the FF series coming together just may 
be the highlight of my year. What a terrific group of 
people that I spent the summer with….

Thanksgiving Weekend, the Turkey Bowl, and 
Summit Point. So many thoughts cross my mind as 
I traveled south on I-81 for one last effort to capture 
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Zink finishing up front. Frank almost took the win on Saturday, but the starter decided to fall off and jam itself 
up under the chassis (starters, like women, have a mind of their own – ed.), giving Frank a cheap thrill when it 
lifted the rear wheels off the ground at speed! The Saturday night dinner at the historic George Washington Hotel 
in nearby Winchester Va. is one I look forward to and I shared a slideshow of the VRG year in review during the 
social hour. After a very nice dinner, the guest speaker was Tivvy Shenton, our “chief scrutineer” who shared 
some motorsport stories from his time with Alan Mann racing that were very captivating, including racing in the 
Communist bloc countries during the cold war. The best story of the evening was one of a secret racing session at 
Silverstone England with a bunch of guys in black suits. Tivvy told the story of how the crew was asked to bring 
the Fords to the track for the Royal Family and the famed Ford F1 pilot Jackie Stewart.  While I’m not sure if I 
remember the details correctly, the significance of the story was this:  One of the Ford Escorts was totaled, and 
according to Tivvy it was the fault of “the flying Scot,” Jackie Stewart.  The story was that Princess Anne and 
her husband, Captain Mark Phillips, wanted to experience some laps at Silverstone. The Captain got behind the 
wheel to take some laps. Tivvy described that Phillips was turning some pretty respectable lap times in the car. 
That is, until Jackie Stewart got impatient trying to wave him in, stepping right next to the track, arms flailing, 
which startled Philips, causing him to lose control and destroy the Escort! Tivvy used a familiar term involving 
human posterior to describe the impatient Scotsman! This was only one of the very entertaining stories shared by 
Tivvy that you won’t find written down. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed his presentation! 

Before I close, I’d really like to compliment the VRG and the Royale Formula Ford Challenge Series on an 
outstanding season. The details can’t possibly be captured here and it wouldn’t do it justice. Let me describe it 
like this. At the end of each day I was usually “used up” from shooting all day and I’m always in a hurry to return 
to the hotel so that I can review my photos and “fine tune “my efforts for the next day. But I knew I wanted to 
drop by and shoot a few people shots to promote the series. The time management problem, with each event I 
started staying longer, because I really began to appreciate that “feel or vibe” in the paddock that the series has 
created.  Maybe it was the laughter of a few Formula Ford pilots discussing a race from years past or the one that 
just took place. Maybe it was the smiles, laughter and the sight of children’s eyes as they peered through the visor 
of an oversized helmet, giggling as they took turns getting in and out of Shoemaker’s Royale RP16 as the smell 
of great BBQ filled the air. It was all of these things and much more that caused me to stay a bit longer. What 
started out a few years as an effort led by Bill Hollingsworth and few other FF drivers, to increase participation 
and bring back that sense of camaraderie among the drivers has been a success and continues on thanks to the 
efforts of Chris Shoemaker, Bernard Bradpiece and Andrew Stein and others. Congratulations to you all on the 
success of this series. I for one, am looking forward to 2017.

Well, that’s my “view in the rear view” for 2016. These are only a few of the highlights, and I hope you enjoyed my 
report.  It’s impossible to describe how much the Vintage Racer Group means to me and how much I appreciate 
participating with you from behind the lens. I look forward to seeing you trackside next year. Have a great 
holiday season and best wishes for a great start in 2017!

-Bill Stoler!
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     Possibly three months ago Paul Bova said to me 
that we needed to have a newsletter.  Bill Stoler has 
covered our races with his camera and was thinking 
about putting together a compilation.  Darry said she 
was very happy to put a newsletter together and we 
thought we might as well do an end of season one.  
I called some old hands, thinking I might get some 
articles.  They really were not enthusiastic.  Van, who 
I spoke with before Watkins Glen was, Bill Stoler 
wanted to give us his thoughts on VRG and the 2016 
season, and Paul Bova wanted to tell us the plans 
for the 2017 Drivers School at Summit Point.  As 
I am in retirement I thought I would make a guest 
appearance.

     I felt in August as I was preparing the Crossle for 
Historics 34 that I was less enthusiastic about going 
this year.  The drive from Pittsburgh was a drag.  Our 
house is for sale.  It seemed a good time get out of 
the game, sell the car in the Fall and ready ourselves 
for a move, possibly next Spring.  J R Mitchell, when 
I mentioned I might sell the car after the Labor Day 
Weekend, made a telephone call from the track and 
an hour later said he had a buyer and would send me 
a check .  Our two qualifying sessions were brief, one 
lap and three laps, due to wrecks.  In the Saturday 
afternoon race I was gridded 21, Tom Fraelich in his 
Crossle 32 was behind me – both of  us had had poor 
qualifying results from the morning session.  We 
both got a good start and past three cars going into 
Turn 1.  He passed me on the next lap.  I repassed 
him and in the next 6 laps passed enough cars to 
be in eighth place on lap ten.  The crankshaft broke 
on the front straight and that was the weekend!  J R 
and I modified our verbal sales agreement with my 
supplying a new engine.

NOTES FROM A FORMER EDITOR

     A month later I am driving home on a Saturday 
afternoon after delivering the Crossle to GMT in 
Newtown.  My wife and friends had asked if I was 
sad to quit racing and to sell the car.  I was, but it 
was the right time, as it was for Bob Girvin and as 
it was for Paul Bova.  On that drive home on I-684 I 
reflected on my selling the car after a week of getting 
the fresh engine installed, loading the spares and the 
car in the trailer and spending three days in NYC.  As 
I was passing the off ramp to Westchester Airport my 
reflection was that I was, “free at last, free at last.”  It 
was not me who had let go of the racecar – it was the 
racecar who had let go of me.  It  had owned me!  I 
was free!
     I have a had three vintage race cars in the past 25 
years.  I have rebuilt each once and the Crossle three 
times.  In the 1960’s I had two inboard hydroplanes 
that I raced thirteen weekends a year.  When I got 
married (the first time), and sold the boats I told 
myself I would never again own a car with a trailer 
hitch.  I used to have dreams of trailering the race 
boat.  It was always in the rear view mirror.  Twenty-
five years ago I did it again.  There was the same 
dream of that trailer in the rear view mirror.  It was 
not a dream.  After the 40th Formula Ford Reunion 
in Elkhart Lake in 2009, we drove home from Lake 
Forest, IL in one day – towing the trailer at 70-80.  
“Free at last, Free at last, Great God a-mighty, We are 
free at last.”

Bill Hollingsorth
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VRG has always viewed its driving school as a 
critically important part of the development of 
driver competence. We all want to race alongside 
well trained, competent and predictable drivers. 
The school develops the skills and certifies new 
drivers to complete the next steps of on track 
observation over several events to achieve full 
driver status. The application of common sense 
rules and the enforcement of an involved driver 
committee all work hand in hand to keep us all 
relatively safe in a dangerous sport.

The club was very fortunate early on to have the 
tireless support and contributions of Ed Valpey. 
Ed, a professional driving instructor, wrote and 
refined our driver instructional manuals. He also 
developed the school curriculum and physical 
exercises. A strong cadre of active drivers was 
developed into school instructors. The instructor 
corps helped edit, fine tune and improve the 
learning materials and school curriculum. The 
materials continue to be updated annually as 
needed.

The result of all of the aforementioned work has 
been the development of one of the finest driving 
schools in vintage racing. As is true in so many 
other areas of VRG our member willingness to 
volunteer makes our club great. 

Two years ago, Ed stepped down as Chief Driving 
Instructor. He continues to serve as a consultant to 
the school. I was honored to be asked to assume 
the role of Chief Driving Instructor in 2014, a 
role I will continue fill until next year’s school is 
complete.

I am pleased that Dennis (Denny) Austin has agreed 
to step into the role of Chief Driving Instructor 
in May. Once again VRG is fortunate to have an 
eminently qualified volunteer to fill a key role. 
Denny has been racing since he graduated from 
driving school in 1969. He began instructing for 
the D.C. Region of SCCA in 1974 and ultimately 
rose to the position of Chief Driving Instructor for 
them. He specializes in formula cars and sports 
racers, but has also served as a driving coach for 
the Ferrari Challenge Series.

Denny and I will work to make the transition 
at this year’s school smooth and seamless. Our 
school this year will be held on May 17 and 18 
preceding the Jeff 500. The school enrollment 
fills up quickly. Prospective rookies and current 
members who would like to brush up on their 
skills are encouraged to keep an eye on the VRG 
website for the opening of school registration next 
spring.

Paul Bova 
Chief Driving Instructor

VRG Driving School Continues To 
Transition in Its Critical Role
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WATKINS GLEN 2016

Temperature:  Mid 60’s to low 70’s 
Fall Colour:  Ultra-Prime
Sunshine:  Two-outa-three
Weekend:  50th Anniversary of Jim Clark’s historic 
F1 Victory
Track:  Newly paved and smooth, very smooth 
Question:  Why were we not all there?

Yes, it did rain on Saturday, and yes, that is unusual 
for early October, and yes one of the biggest 
hurricanes in a long time was menacing the East 
Coast and messing with the weather all over the 
East.  But Friday was a gift from the gods.  You 
just wanted to be exactly where you were, that is, 
if you were racing at the Glen.  During this  season 
of political division and worse, you could not 
have found a happier and more congenial crowd 
anywhere.  It was as if we had been transported to a 
much better time and place.  

And who can’t go for that. And Sunday could not 
have been sweeter.

The track was like magic.  Sticky magic. It will be 
that way next year as well.  If you have never been 
to the Glen, trust me, you need to put it on your 
bucket list for next year.  You just must.  You will 
thank me.  I know you will.  And I will say you are 
welcome and please come back next year.  And then 
I will have to ask you to stop thanking me.

The VRG weekend is like having your friends to 
Lincoln Center for a little private thing with YoYo 
Ma, or having Radio City Music Hall with Diana 
Ross (Lady Gaga, etc.) doing you a little B-Day 
Party with 30 of your best friends.  Or waking up 
and finding that you own Watkins Glen for one of 
the most beautiful weekends of this or any year.

One of the most historic tracks on the planet and 
we own it. And this year we owned it on the very 
weekend, 50 years before, Jim Clark won here in 
F1.  I think he was paddocked in my garage stall.  
Roman emperors did not have it this good.  

The Glen isn’t perfect just because of the 
unbelievable track or because of the beauty of the 
finger lakes.  There are all kinds of tangibles as well, 
like no congestion.  When you drive to and from 
the grid there are no pesky pedestrians, no delivery 
trucks, nobody ever pulls out in front of you.  You 
paddock where you wish, camp as you please, the 
garage is just an extra $100 and what a garage!  
And I am not even talking about one of the all time 
greatest tracks, period.  The whole package is just 
pure race weekend joy.

Get this.  If we could just get our number of entries 
up we wouldn’t need a partner and we would have 
one hour and 45 minutes of track time per Race Group 
per day.  You read that right.  We could have three 30 
minute races and a 15 minute warm-up/qualifier each 
day for three days. Or any combination thereof.  My 
cheeks ache at the thought.  

The Glen so rewards practice.  People say it is a bit scary  
because of all of the armco.  It is to be respected, for 
sure.  Niki Lauda described the esses as one of the ten 
scariest pieces of track in the world.  An observation 
that others have concurred with (I won’t mention any 
names here)..  But the whole track is such a treasure 
of design.  It rewards your patience.  It rewards your 
study.  It beckons you to be your very best.  It gives 
you exactly the right amount of time between turns.  It 
totally rewards smooth.  It makes you grin. And grin 
again, and again.   

And that thing about the 50th anniversary of Clark’s 
win.  You really could feel it.  You could brush up 
against it.  You could.  Everyone did.  It was palpable.  
But the Glen always has that feel, this time just more 
of it.  More. 

See you all there next year. 

James Van Deurzen, Merlyn FF  #93
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 For the driver who enjoys racing with 
others who value driver attitude, skill 
and car preparation. 
   

VRG 2017 Directors
Jim Karamanis, President 
Nial McCabe, Vice President 
Cal Trumbo, Treasurer 
Mike Lawton, Secretary 
Ian Wisbon - Director 
Keith Lawrence, Director 
Graham Long, Director 
Mack McCormack - Director 
Butch O’Connor, Director 

You may also contact: 
Jim Karamanis e-mail jim@vrgonline.org 
phone: 571-762-3125

Don Mei - Editor 
dnmeicpa@aol.com 
 
Darry Bova - Layout and Production 
darry@vrgonline.org

Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com 
wrstoler@comcast.net

M i k e  L a w t o n ,  S E C R E TA RY
9 4  O l d  S h i r l e y  R o a d
H a r v a r d ,  M A 0 1 4 5 1

VINTAGE RACER GROUP

WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG

MERRY CHRISTMAS, 
HAPPY HANUKKAH AND 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO ALL THE 

COOL CATS AT VRG


