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FEBRUARY 23, 2013 WINTER WARM-UP - GRAND PRIX NEW YORK, MT. KISCO, NY  
Event Chairman: Darry Bova, Tel: 203-329-9710 Email: pbdb35@optonline.net

MARCH 9, 2013 PITTSBURGH AREA VINTAGE RACER’S WINTER DINNER  
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-995-7101 or Email: klawrence@edmc.edu  

APRIL 12-14, 2013 VDCA WILD HARE RUN, VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, ALTON, VA 
 Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554 Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com 

MAY 15-19, 2013  “JEFFERSON 500” AT SUMMIT POINT, WEST VIRGINIA (May 16 - 19)
 (May 15 - 16) VRG Drivers School
 Event Chairman: Cal Trumbo, Tel: 704-905-6509 Email: caltrumbo@carolina.rr.com

JUNE 14-16, 2013 CANADIAN HISTORIC GRAND PRIX at MOSPORT with VARAC  
BOWMANVILLE, ONTARIO  
Event Chairman: Peter Jackson, Tel: 705-325-8740 Email: ptrt@rogers.com

JULY 12-14, 2013 PVGP HISTORIC RACES, PIRC, (BeaveRun) WAMPUM, PA 
 Event Chairman: Keith Lawerence, Tel: 724-941-5330 Email: klawrence@EDMC.edu

 
AUG. 2-4, 2013  VINTAGE CELEBRATION - NEW HAMPSHIRE MOTOR SPEEDWAY 

 Event Chairman: David Fromer, Tel: 802-253-8854 Email: oddjob@stowe.nu

SEPT. 20-22, 2013  NEW JERSEY HISTORIC RACES, NJMP MILLVILLE, NJ  
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-769-7707 Email: fiveoaks@ptd.net

OCT. 14-16, 2013 VRG AT THE GLEN, WATKINS GLEN, NY
 Event Chairman: Bob Girvin, Tel: 508-429-2818 Email: rgirvin@.com

NOV. 29 - DEC 1, 2013 TURKEY BOWL XIII, SUMMIT POINT, WESTVIRGINIA 
Event Chairman: Michael Oritt, Tel: 305-420-4929 Email: Michael.Oritt@gmail.com

Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule

ü

PIRC (BeaveRun) July 12 - 14, 
Remember To Bring Auction Items

For Charity Auction
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Update on the Thompson Raceway 
Inaugural Vintage Event

Planning for the June 2014 joint VRG-VSCCA inaugural vintage race at the re-born Thompson Raceway (The 
oldest road course in America) is moving along.

Event coordinators have been chosen, Paul Bova for VRG and Mike Virr for VSCCA. The EC’s have met and 
are discussing the details of event planning. 

This will be an historic event from two standpoints. After a long dormancy the raceway is being revitalized and 
updated to conform to modern safety concepts. The opportunity to race on the oldest road circuit in existence 
will be an exciting one. This will also be the first time two great vintage car clubs, VRG and VSCCA will jointly 
sponsor an event.

Thompson is nestled in the northeast corner of Connecticut and is easily accessible from all the New England 
states as well as New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. the owners have been continuously operating the 
track for many years. They are excited about re-opening the road course to join the oval which has stayed in 
operation since the track’s inception.

We will keep you posted in the newsletter as planning proceeds, but pencil Thompson in to your racing calendar 
for late June 2014. We will provide firm dates as soon as they are agreed to. 

Paul Bova

Check Your Mirrors….
The 23rd Annual Vintage Racing Celebration @NHMS is 

coming up fast!

The 23rd Annual Racing Celebration at New Hampshire Motor Speedway will take place August 2-4.  The event 
will be back to 3 days of racing in four race groups.  There will be no driver’s school this year.  The ‘late fee’ 
date has been changed to July 15 so hurry to get your registration in.

The Friday Night Garage Special BBQ is back and free for all participants, crew and volunteers.  Saturday night 
the VRG club dinner will be at Makris Steak and Lobster.  

Still the best bang for the buck in vintage racing.

You can register online with the track at https://my.nhms.com/ti/vc or you can download and mail or fax form at 
www.nhms.com/documents/2013-vintage-racing-entry-form.pdf
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

By now all members should have received their June 2013 ROSTER.  

Please look through it.  Darry Bova expended an enormous effort to make the Roster.  The information was 
collated from three programs - Access, Excel, and Word - in order to make it printable.

Please look at your information.  There may be an error or an omission – let her know at: darrybova@gmail.com 
while the misinformation is fresh in your mind and can be updated in our Roster database.

After the Listing of the members, please take note of the Alphabetical Listing of Member’s Cars.  You may know 
others with cars like yours, that are raced, and who are not members of VRG.  Introduce them to the Vintage 
Racers Group.

Following the Member’s Cars is the Alphabetical Listing of Member’s States.  Pennsylvanian’s take note – you 
are the “Mother Lode.”  All members should note that there may be a VRG member living in a neighboring 
town.  It should be of some comfort to know that you have friends nearby that you did not know lived nearby.

We think the year got off to a pretty good start, beginning with the Wild Hare Run at VIR with our Southern 
Cousins of the VDCA.  It was a record event for them.  The Jefferson 500, with a little help from MG Vintage 
Racers, and the IMSA 2.5 Litre Group, was a great success in that there was “standing room only” in the 
paddock.  Parking directions were mostly done by a wave of a hand and a suggestion to “find any place you can 
to unload and park.”  It seemed to work out. 

Summit Point Raceway is a family business.  It is operated like a family business, not like a corporate business.  
We deal with track ownership that is both.  Bill Scott, his widow, Barbara Scott, and their long time Managing 
Assistant, Maria Orsini, have made VRG feel like family.  We like the Jefferson 500.  More than one in the 
paddock mentioned that the atmosphere in the pits reminded them of the Vintage Fall Festival during the Charlie 
Gibson days.  I would agree.  It was a gathering of one’s friends in vintage racing.

We think the on track behavior this year was better than in the past.  Thank you for thinking of “the other guy” 
occasionally instead of only yourself.  Protect yourselves and protect your cars – that protects those around 
you.  We had a few serious accidents.  Thank God no one was seriously hurt.  There was, however, some serious 
racecar damage.  IF YOU SPIN - REMEMBER: BOTH FEET TO THE FLOOR (clutch in/brake in).  You have 
lost control – stop the motion of the car as quickly as you can.  That is your best shot at preventing an on track 
collision with another car.

Bill Hollingsworth
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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

Finally, after a week, I have recovered enough from the 20th Jefferson 500  to reflect.
For a lot of VRG members the J500 is an event eleven months in the planning.  Without the support of  the VRG 
board, the staff and management of Summit Point, the WDCR-SCCA volunteers and our family members, the 5 
day event would not be a reality.

We had a few mistakes, which will be fixed for next year, but all in all it was a spectacular event.  We had 55 on 
track sessions over the 3 days with only 6 car to car contacts and 3 single car contacts!  What a great job all the 
drivers did.  Some groups were over 40 entries in size.  The best part was the racing; it was some of the best car 
to car action seen for any level of racing.

We did have a great response to the events and VRG rules, flags, and to the Black Flag.  A special recognition to 
all entrants for the handling of the registration and paddocking procedures which we put into place this year.  We 
paddocked and registered almost 175 vehicles in less than 2 hours!

Just a few reminders about VRG events wherein I am the steward:  If your group creates a mess your group will 
lose the on track time.  VRG runs on time so please get to the grid at your scheduled time.  VRG is very safety 
conscience which means following flags and worker directions.  In regard to on track incidents VRG works very 
to quickly solve problems, but only after a complete look at all sides.  VRG drivers committee works hard to keep 
all drivers safe.

VRG has a tradition where the track workers pick a favorite from each race group. This may be a well prepared 
car, a driver who had a great race or a driver who gave them a thumbs up on the cool down lap.  For the 2013  
J500 they are:

Group 1 Ross Bremer Gladstone, NJ  1968 Ford Escort Mk1 Twin
Group 2 Christopher Zappa Pittsburgh, PA  1969 TVR Tuscan
Group 3 Scott Janzen Wyndmoor, PA  1968 Triumph GT6
Group 4 Phillips Baxter Manakin Sabot, VA  1965 Lotus Eleven
Group 5 Michael Barstow Fremont, CA  1953 MGTD
Group 6 Ralph Manaker Marshall, VA  1969 B-16
Group 7 Edward Impink Falls Church, VA  1968 Zink 5

A big thanks to the Washington DC Region of the SCCA, as they provided most of the staff to make the J500 
happen.  Please remember to thank a worker.  I want to mention Charlie Stringfellow with Brown’s Automotive 
Group who provided the pace car for the weekend.

As always, send your comments and suggestions to Cal, Jim, or me as the planning for the 2014  J500 is about 
to start!

See you at PGVP,  

Steve Hyatt,
Chief Steward
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Who among us didn’t try sliding our parents’ car 
around a snowy parking lot - back in the day?  Lots of 
fun, especially with a car full of screaming buddies. 

Those memories are exactly what the first part of 
the Skid Pad session of this years’ Drivers School 
reminded this writer of (above); a bunch of guys piled 
into a Crown Victoria 
driving too fast in 
hazardous conditions. 
Only, this time, Ed 
Valpey, VRG Chief 
Instructor, is behind 
the wheel, going over 
the finer points of 
car control, and the 
“snowy parking lot” 
is a small, sprinkled, 
oval, designed to 
mimic a rain soaked 
race track, even on a 
hot sunny day.

The Summit Point 
Raceway WV 
provides the ideal facilities for a racing school, and 
the 25 or so VRG Students took full advantage.  Day 
1 (Wednesday) of the 2013 VRG Drivers School was 
at the Shenandoah Circuit, and consisted of several 
Class Room sessions, followed by on-track exercises. 
On Day 2, the school moved to the Summit Point 
main track, and student sessions were blended with 
the Jeff 500 Test Day schedule.  There were 2 levels 
of students in attendance, one for those new, or 

VRG Driver School at Summit Point

relatively new, to VRG, and a Level 2 for those who 
have completed Level 1, and have probably raced for 
awhile.  

The Shenandoah track is good for beginning drivers in 
that it is smaller and thus a little less intimidating.  After 
some classroom work, students were broken down into 
3 groups; 2 groups on track practicing proper braking, 

f o l l o w i n g 
the correct 
line, and 
getting used 
to having 
other cars 
beside them 
on track, and 
a 3rd group 
was at the 
skid pad. 
Shortly after 
the above 
m e n t i o n e d  
“ C r o w n 
Vic” ride,  
students, in 
their own 

cars, were taking a stab at car control on the diabolical 
little water obstacle, while constantly getting  instructor 
feed-back through VRG School supplied head phones.

At the end of day 1, it was time to move the operation 
to the main track. Students were treated like VIPs as 
they were ushered past a long line of the Jefferson 500 
bound rigs held up at the main gate. 
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Day 2 included a “ride-around” in a van, some classroom work, and a total of 6 sessions on the track. At the 
end of the day, Level 1 students were working to qualify for a DOP (Driver Orientation Program) completion 
designation, and/or to receive their Rookie Stripe Sticker. For Members, this is a first step to getting that DOP 
certification printed on their Membership Card.    The first 2 sessions were rather mild in that they included  “lead 
and follow” and “mock starts”, but the next 3 were students only, having at it as fast as they dared. For the last 
session of the day, students, who were deemed ready, were allowed to join the regular race groups for a practice 
session. All in all, it was a full day.

Few vintage racing clubs offer a comprehensive 2 day Drivers School, so VRG is justly proud of ours. The club 
is indebted to the volunteer cadre of instructors, willing to share their time and talent. Special thanks go out to: Ed 
Valpey, Paul Bova, Bob Bruce, Bob Girvin, Gres Haas, H. Paige Hope, Jim Karamanis, Keith Lawrence, Chris 
Shoemaker, Stefan Vapaa, Lee Walsh, Paul Wilson and Mack McCormack. Thanks also for all the support from 
Steve Hyatt, Ralph Pagington, and to Maria Orsini and the Summit Point staff.

Story and Pictures by Randy Clark

VRG Driver School at Summit Point (cont.)

The Class of 2013
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Z Car Clubs of America 
Annual International Convention in 

Nashua, New Hampshire

Z Car Clubs of America will be holding their annual International convention in Nashua, NH 
from August 5th through the 9th. 
 
If possible could you make room in the next newsletter to let folks know about this event. Some might 
want to extend their visit to New Hampshire. 
 
Both Bob Sharp and Yoshihiko Matsuo (designer of the 240Z) will be there all week. 
 
Anyone with a Datsun/Nissan/Infinity is welcome to attend and participate. 
 
Website: www.zccazconvention.com 
 
Some highlights: 
 
Monday/Opening Reception - Bob 
Sharp guest speaker, a never before seen 
21 minute film done in 1971 for Datsun 
about Bob Sharp Racing. 
 
Tuesday/Car Show - Anheuser-Busch 
brewery facility in Merrimack, the BSR/
Newman 280ZXTT along with a full range 
of Zs, roadsters, GTRs, Infinitys and more 
will be there 
 
Wednesday/Rallye - a gimmick rallye 
along scenic roads in New Hampshire 
 
Thursday/NHMS - HPDE on the 1.6 mile road course - Makris seafood after the track day is over 
 
Friday/AX@NHMS & Duck-Fenway tours in Boston 
Friday/Awards and Closing Banquet - Y. Matsuo guest speaker 
 
 
I will be attending at least the Saturday races on the 3rd with our recently repainted 240Z (see 
attached). I also need to update the logbook with new photos. 
 
Thanks 
 
John Jeffery 
President, Z Club of New England 
617-510-2694
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For the driver who enjoys racing with 
others who value driver attitude, skill 
and car preparation. 
   

VRG 2013 Directors
Bill Hollingsworth, President 
Mack McCormack, Vice President 
Paul Bova, Treasurer 
Mark Palmer, Secretary 
Jim Karamanis, Director 
Keith Lawrence, Director 
Tivvy Shenton, Director 
Cal Trumbo, Director 
Ed Valpey, Director 

You may also contact: 
Bill Hollingsworth e-mail: info@vrgonline.org   
phone: 516-236-7263

James Van Deurzen - Editor 
jvd@tds.net

Darry Bova - Layout and Production 
darry@vrgonline.org

PIRC (BeaveRun) July 12 - 14, 
Auction Items 

Please don’t forget to bring an 
item for our charity auction.!!
As in previous years we will hold an auction 
at PIRC to raise money for the PVGP charities.

If you have an item kicking around your garage 
or basement that you no longer need or want 
please go get it and put it in your trailer right 
now.  It does not have to be car related.  Bring 
some things for the ladies.

Our auction is only as successful as the items 
that we offer. Let’s make this year’s auction a 
record breaker!

M A R K  PA L M E R ,  S E C R E TA RY
4 4 9 3  S a r a h  M a r i e  C o u r t , 
N a z a r e t h ,  PA 1 8 0 6 4

VINTAGE RACER GROUP

WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG


