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Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

VRG Event Schedule

April 1-3

Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

April 25

Driver Development Program – Jefferson Circuit, Summit Point, WV
Advanced/Refresher Clinic for VRG’s current experienced racers and veteran drivers
returning to the sport – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 10-12

Driver School – Summit Point, WV
Level 1/Novice Students – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 12-15

Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 23-25

Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT – Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus,
508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net – Assistant EC: John Jeffery

July 15-17

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 2-5

Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

September 23-25

VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY – Event Chairman: Mike Lawton,
|978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org – Assistant EC: Matthew Barbour

October 14-16

New Jersey Historics – NJMP Lightning, Millville, NJ – Event Chairman: Butch
O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com – Assistant EC: Nial McCabe

November 18-20

Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.

View more at BillStoler.com
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Bill Stoler’s SNAPSHOT! – 2022 Thompson VMF9
It’s hard to believe nine years have passed since the first
Vintage Motorsports Festival at Thompson Speedway.
The resurrected road course re-opened with great
fanfare in 2014 for the 1st VMF, which saw the VRG
and the VSCCA come together for the first time since
the VRG formed in 2004.

throughout the golden age of sports car racing and
continued into the late 70s when the SCCA moved
its premier events to Lime Rock CT. The oval track
remained but the road course became dormant until
the resurrection in 2014. Although it doesn’t follow
the original course completely – it’s a great facility
and the VMF is a special race on our schedule. It’s
an important event because it brings together the
older cars of the VSCCA – the newer cars of the VRG
and we can’t forget our good friends at the HRG –
featuring the “Ground Pounders” that always add a
little more excitement to the big bore race. But it all
wouldn’t happen without the efforts of the event chairs
(and their families!) Gosh, that fact has never more
evident than this year – Mark Gunsalus had that awful
shunt on Thursday – and that led to the co-chair John
Jeffrey stepping up to become “The Chair!” for the
weekend along with help from Paul King – who has
worked tirelessly with the event since the beginning.

The first event was emceed by Mike Joy, the longtime
motorsports broadcaster who started his career in the
northeast, including Thompson. The event proved to
be a success and the VRG/VSCCA relationship has
continued for the nine years of the event. The significance
of the history of Thompson can’t be ignored either –
the 5/8th mile track was the first asphalt paved oval in
the country and opened in 1940 and many called it the
“Indianapolis of the East.” The SCCA held its first race
here in 1945. The 1.5-mile road course was created in
1952 and utilized part of the oval track – just like today.
Another significant part of the Thompson story involves
George Weaver, one of the founding members of the
SCCA, who leased the existing course and connected
it to his adjacent property and the course expanded
to two miles. Road racing at Thompson continued

Steve Morici heads the event on the VSCCA side and
he comes all the way from the west coast to lead this
effort. It’s great to see the older cars of the VSCCA on
track – like Alex Saidel’s 1959 JOMAR Mk II. Alex

View more at BillStoler.com
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races the car now, but the car was originally built and
raced by his father, Ray Saidel, at Thompson. Ray won
an E Modified race with the MK II on October 4, 1959
at the old Thompson Speedway road course. JOMAR
usually raced in G modified – but this car was bumped
to E Modified because of the “Sharrock Supercharger”
mounted on the 1100cc Coventry Climax engine. Ben
Bragg brought his familiar “Old Grey Mare” that

George Weaver raced in pre-war ARCA events and took
an SCCA win on the Thompson oval in 1948. Congrats
to everyone who worked to make VMF9 a success and
I can’t wait to get back here next year for #10!
To check out my coverage for Vintage Motorsports
Magazine website, please click here.
– Bill Stoler

View more at BillStoler.com
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Thompson Speedway – Racing Since 1940
By Don Mei
Tempus fugit; “time flies,” especially when you are
having fun and this year’s VRG/VSCCA joint event
at Thompson was a lot of fun for a lot of people. Hard
to believe it was the ninth joint event hosted by the
two northeastern based vintage racing groups at what
is probably the oldest road racing course in the United
States, currently in its fourth iteration.
Thompson’s history begins in 1940 when John Hoenig
built an asphalt track. It was the first paved oval in the
US and was an immediate success. In the 1950s, a 1.56
mile road course was built that incorporated the oval.
Similar road courses in Vineland, NJ and Marlboro,
MD also were built that incorporated an existing oval
into an expanded road course. This was the track at
which I attended my first road race, in October 1954.
In 1957, the road course was expanded into a full two
miles that did not utilize the oval. George Weaver, a
well-known SCCA racer, owned land adjacent to the
track and constructed a course partially on his land
right next door, using portions of the original road
course. This arrangement lasted until 1967.
I was in high school by then and remember attending
a number of events, some of them memorable, at what
came to be called Thompson 2.
After Weaver shut down Thompson 2 in 1967, the
Hoenig family put together a 1.7 mile course, again
utilizing the oval, that was a modified version of the
original road course. This version was active until
1978 when the road course was shut down. The oval
continued to be active. This is the version I raced on
in the seventies when I was road racing motorcycles.
Finally, the latest version of Thompson opened in 2014.
It’s a newly paved, modified and updated version of
the course that was built in 1967 and it allows several
configurations. It’s used regularly for SCCA, vintage
cars and motorcycles.
This event has become a regular part of the vintage
racing schedule here in the northeast. Continued
cooperation between VSCCA and VRG can only
enhance the future of both organizations. Perhaps the
tenth year will include a few match races!
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The Grimaldi Cup
By Frank Grimaldi
Thompson has been a big part of my racing career. I
raced three different Jaguar XKs at Thompson during
the early 1960s and of course my Camaro “old #80” for
30 years until retiring last year when my age equaled
my car number. I was thrilled to learn VRG was to
honor me by naming this year’s Big Bore Group 4 race
“The Grimaldi Cup.”

from his serious injuries that required multiple surgeries.
He and his Mustang have been one of the tough Group 4
competitors I always looked forward to racing against.
Two other tenacious racers I always looked forward to
are those other “young lions” Chris Homer and Mike
Dube and I certainly missed being out there with them
as each of their races in Festival #9 were close and
exciting to the end. In the end, Mike Dube crossed the
line only 0.353 seconds ahead of Chris Homer to win
the VRG Grimaldi Cup. I certainly missed trying to run
them down. Congratulations to “little Mikey” who was
often my only crew member in my early years with #80!

This year we all witnessed the loud and exciting races we
have come to expect from the usual suspects racing in
Group 4. They were all there except for Mark Gunsalus
who had a terrible accident during Thursday’s practice.
We are relieved to know that Mark is now recuperating

View more at BillStoler.com
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VMF9 Chairman Report
By Mark Gunsalus
Thank you to all of you who raced and worked at
VMF9. The team appreciates your loyalty, dedication
and effort attending. You make the event possible. I
would also like to thank and congratulate the entire
VMF staff for organizing and executing a successful
event and the VSCCA for partnering with us. I really
appreciate John Jeffery stepping up this year as
our event co-chairman and as you know we really
needed him this year. He certainly got the job done
in exceptional fashion in my absence after my racing
incident during the Thursday practice session. Paul
King continues to provide our critical schedule setup and valuable consultative support with all his
years of experience leading this event.

thank you to our grid pros Blossom Villaume, Diane
O’Connor and Krista Krotty. Thumper Villaume
always does a terrific job at black flag. This team
is responsible for our well-being and safety and
for that we are grateful. A huge thanks to my wife
Pam for leading registration this year and for going
to the track Friday and Saturday to help out and let
everyone know personally that I was going to be OK.
As you may know I had a serious incident on
Thursday during the test session. It was a full openthrottle lock-up situation in a very bad place going
into turn 1. I did what I could but in the end it was
a violent situation resulting in hard front end impact
followed by multiple roll overs and fire. I am sure
that I was able to escape the fiery wreck only because
of the safety systems in the car and the protective
equipment I was wearing were all high quality and
performed as designed. Additionally, I had practiced
emergency exit procedures many times previously.
Thank you to all of my family and friends that
showed compassion and support, it was helpful for
starting my healing process. Thank you to all of
the Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park staff,
Vintage Racer Group team and emergency staff that
helped save my life. And also to the corner worker
who thank God was uninjured.

Tracy, Steve and Dom Hyatt run the best race
control in the business working in concert with
Mack McCormack and his driver committee keeping
driver and track safety maximized. And, of course,

View more at BillStoler.com
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If when participating in vintage racing you think “well
this will never happen to me,” think again and prepare
for it! My advice to my fellow racers after going
through this incident is to make safety your priority
and don’t spare expense. I did it right and it saved my
life. Safety Rules are minimums and you should exceed
them regularly whether it’s an extra layer of Nomex,
better cage, lighter helmet, better HANS device, fire
system, etc… Practice self-exit strategies from your
car in your garage. Role-play crash scenarios and talk
through what steps you would take if an event actually
happens. There is no time to plan when an event
happens so knowing what you would do allows for
immediate execution of steps to minimize the incident.

I had surgery and it went well. Broken ankles were
repaired, fractured elbow and four ribs broken so
thankfully nothing serious. Being with my family
was special that Thursday night. I so appreciated
hugging them all. I really appreciate that so many of
you reached out with words of encouragement and
all of your prayers worked. A special thank you to
Ken Gevry, Nathan Loos and the Groundpounderz
for supporting me during a tough time. I’m lucky to
have such great family and friends.

After this event, I’m starting to write some material
down to practice at an even higher level. I’ve done
this for years and it paid off. Some tell me I was out of
the car in around six seconds. I also consciously took
my hands off the wheel before impact and grabbed
my belts saving wrist injury. I did try to hit my fire
system before exiting but could not find the push
button located on the dash. I didn’t waste time and
just crawled out. A safety worker dragged me a safe
distance away. The only opening was the windshield
since the car landed passenger door down. Fortunately
the windshield blew out in the roll. I later found the
front impact moved the fire button under the roll bar.
Something we will look for a solution to prevent this
in the future.

I ask you all a simple question: What are you
personally going to do to improve the safety systems
in your car, your protective equipment, and/or your
emergency exit procedures?
I look forward to seeing you at VMF10.

View more at BillStoler.com
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We Need Race Reporters!
No formal education required! – just tell us how the weekend went, throw a few sentences together and send
to Bill Stoler at wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob Brownlee Tomasso at rob@rbtomasso.com.

View more at BillStoler.com
For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2022 Directors

Cool Cars | Safe Racing | Great Friends

Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director
Ian Wisbon – Director
For questions, please contact:
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG Newsletter Team
Bill Stoler Photography
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net
Don Mei
dnmeicpa@aol.com
Rob Brownlee-Tomasso
rob@rbtomasso.com
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