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Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

VRG Event Schedule

April 1-3

Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, 561-622-7554, vdca@vintagedrive.com

April 25

Driver Development Program – Jefferson Circuit, Summit Point, WV
Advanced/Refresher Clinic for VRG’s current experienced racers and veteran drivers
returning to the sport – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 10-12

Driver School – Summit Point, WV
Level 1/Novice Students – Chief Instructor: Denny Austin, denny@vrgonline.org

May 12-15

Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, j500@vrgonline.org

June 23-25

Vintage Motorsports Festival with VSCCA – Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT – Event Chairman: Mark Gunsalus,
508-272-1323, mgunsalus@charter.net – Assistant EC: John Jeffery

July 15-17

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at PittRace – Wampum, PA
Event Chairman: Ian Wisbon, 412-400-9375, ian@vrgonline.org

September 2-5

Lime Rock Historics with VSCCA – Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, CT
VRG Event Chairman: Paul King, 508-847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org

September 23-25

VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY – Event Chairman: Mike Lawton,
|978-274-5935, lawton@vrgonline.org – Assistant EC: Matthew Barbour

October 14-16

New Jersey Historics – NJMP Lightning, Millville, NJ – Event Chairman: Butch
O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com – Assistant EC: Nial McCabe

November 18-20

Annual Turkey Bowl – Summit Point, WV
Event Chairman: Jim Karamanis, 304-449-7050, jim@vrgonline.org.

2022
VRG at
The Glen
View more at BillStoler.com
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Bill Stoler’s SNAPSHOT from Watkins Glen 2022
It was another great weekend racing at Watkins Glen
but moving our date to September couldn’t stop what
seems to be a VRG tradition of re-creating those
legendary weather F1 weekends back in the late 70s
that I’ve read about. The good news is, while it may
have been a bit chilly, Friday and Saturday gave us
plenty of sunshine and the rains held off until Sunday.
The transitional skies gave me great light for shooting
and resulted in some of my favorite photos of the year.

in an SCCA event in 1975. His Facebook page says
he’s still racing with the same engine he raced back
in the 60s. I really like that ’79 March Sports Racer
that Alex Miller races at our events. Russ Rosenberg
brought a beautifully prepared ’71 Porsche 911 with
adorned “Martini” livery. It’s good to see our friends
from Canada racing with us and included quite a few
cars racing with the FFCCS. Ontario’s Doug Beatty
brought his “CAM 2” ’81 Crossle 45F that has a perfect
vintage look. Joe Griffin made the tow from Florida,
bringing his recently restored Lotus that must be seen
to be appreciated. John Wiley brought his recently
acquired ’79 Ford Capri that raced in the IMSA RS
series. Earlier this year Chris Cozzi saw this car posted

The Glen attracts a great variety of entries, and I’m
always looking for the interesting cars that show up.
After a 47-year hiatus, Ron Polimeni brought his ’59
Volvo PV544 back to the Glen. He last raced here

View more at BillStoler.com
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for sale on Facebook and he and Brian Walsh bought
the car. The car raced for several years in the 80s
before being stored for 20 years near Montclair New
Jersey. They picked the car up during the Jefferson
500 weekend and recently sold the car to Wiley who
raced the car in Group 2.

“Art Car.” Famed artist Alexander Calder completed
this shortly before he passed at age 93. It was raced
in the 1975 24 Hours of Le Mans by Sam Posey, Jean
Guichet, and Herve Poulain.
Be sure to check out my piece on Don Denomme’s
retirement. One of my fondest moments with Don was
chatting outside of Siebkens resort at Elkhart Lake
after the 50th FF weekend at Road America. Like so
many of you, I really appreciate the friendships that
I’ve developed at the racetrack and Don is one of the
very best!

The BMW CCA shares the weekend with us and draws
plenty of BMWs. Two cars of note are driven by the
father/son team of Mike and Scott Joy. Mike’s BMW
#121 is a tribute to Dan Gurney’s 1965 NASCAR
winner at Riverside, Wood Bros #121. Scott races a
BMW tribute to a ’75 BMW 3.0 CSL, the first BMW

See you at New Jersey!

View more at BillStoler.com
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Macon to MGB (With a Lot of Help From My Friends)
by Matt Barbour
I was asked to assist Mike Lawton as the event cochair. Suspecting that I might be a tad busy working
the weekend, I reached out to Steve Ficacci to see
if he had any interest in co-driving with me. Steve
was a national champ in both karts and drag racing
and has become a good friend of mine through the
iRacing world. He is extremely talented online and
has moved into road racing in his own Miata with
SCCA. In addition, I have always suspected that
my Macon MR7B is faster than I am but without a
hot shoe to test my theory, I couldn’t be sure. With
Steve at the wheel, I had hoped we would find out.
Steve, having never driven a FF and having never
physically been to the Glen, was eager to give it a
go but initially had the usual trepidation that comes
when driving someone else’s pride and joy. I asked
him “not to hurt her” and he assured me he wouldn’t.

So our plan was for me to bed in the new brakes I put
on the car on Friday morning and then hand driving
duties over to Steve for the second practice and the
first race while I manned the radio and worked the
event. I would then handle driving duties on Saturday
and we would split the two Sunday sessions.
After bedding in the brakes, I turned the car over to
Steve. He couldn’t quite get comfortable in the seat
in the practice session and so after we played with
the belts a bit, he was getting a more familiar but
couldn’t quite feel the car. Despite that, he turned
a 2:15 lap which we all knew was off pace for him
but is very respectable for someone who has never
driven a FF nor been to this challenging track. As for
the MG, I was able to tech the new car and take it
out in a session for two laps prior to completing the
sale. Suffice to say that the two laps were sufficiently
exciting that I decided to take the MGB and run the
Tin Top All-Comers race now that she was mine.
Since I was going to be on track immediately after
the FFCS race and since Steve was showing such

While in preparations for the race weekend, I was also
negotiating the purchase of a new race car, an MGB
GT. I was planning to put a few laps on the car which
would again, take away from my time in the Macon.

View more at BillStoler.com
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potential in the car, I offered him the drive in the
feature and told him to dial it up a bit. StefanVapaa
and Steve are closely matched in the sim and we
suspected that having them both on track in dueling
Macons would make for some really fun racing. It
would turn out that we were right.

would have to do the rest and when the FFCS green
flag dropped, he found himself behind Stefan. Steve
didn’t have the best start and was playing a bit of
catch up to Stefan until a black flag came out to bring
the field in while a disabled Leon sat at Turn 11. The
restart would put Stefan in P2, Mark Clark in P3
and Steve in P4. Watch the video here – starting at
13:00 for one of the best FF races I have seen in some
time and Stefan and Steve both turning 2:11s in an
obscure British marque that made only about 20 cars
between 1967 and 1971. With a rather urgent last lap
pass on Steve following the Esses, Stefan would take
the checkered with Steve finishing in P2.

All the while, grid sheets were proving to be a
challenge to the ECs and a trip to Walmart to solve the
problem provided me with an opportunity to remedy
Steve’s comfort situation with the purchase of some
stadium seat pads. When I got back to the paddock,
Steve, Stefan, and my father went to work cutting the
pads to ensure that Steve would be more comfortable
the next day.

Here is some history to go along with the story:

Come Saturday, I took driving duties for the morning
practice and subsequent race. The car was running
well but we never had the chance to dial up the wick
with a huge shunt that brought out the red flag and
ended the race. That said, we did tick off a few tenths
and moved up from 16th on the grid to 14th. Steve

Angus MacPhail and Tony Houghton combined parts
of their names to create the tradename “Macon.” The
two friends also combined skills to design and build a
number of interesting racing vehicles in the late sixties
and early seventies.

View more at BillStoler.com
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The very first Macon was a land speed record
motorcycle/sidecar combination, but the young
company reached its stride and gained its fame in
Formula Ford. Along with Lotus and Alexis, Macon
Race Cars was one of the first firms to build cars
especially for the newly announced and very exciting
Formula Ford class. The Macon MR6 was initially
developed in 1967. Much of the early testing was
completed with Syd Fox serving as test driver.

Opert, the well known New Jersey-based importer of
racing cars. From that meeting on, Macon shipped
most of their production to the United States. The tiny
shop could hardly build cars fast enough. Macon Race
Cars built about twenty cars between 1967 and 1971.
Thereafter, the rate of sales declined but production
continued over years. Before Tony Houghton’s death
in a sailing accident, the Macon badge had been placed
on about forty race cars.

You might possibly recall that the very first Formula
Ford race ever held (at Brands Hatch, July 12, 1967)
was won by Ray Allen who drove a Lotus 51. Soon
thereafter, Allen switched to a Macon MR6 and with it
he continued winning races. The most famous Macon
driver was an Australian named Vern Schuppan.
After some success in Formula Ford with Macon
sponsorship, Schuppan went on to drive Formula One
and Indy cars. He won the Le Mans 24 hour race in
1983, driving a Rothmans Porsche 956.

Peter Alexander of PA Motorsport acquired rights to
the Macon Race Cars name in 2004, and from that
time has been supplying genuine Macon spare parts
from original molds, jigs, and drawings.
Here is Peter Alexander’s website: pamotorsport.com.
Peter built my car which was originally sold to an
English barrister and was raced in Southwest UK until
it was converted into a hillclimb car. In 2008 Peter
Alexander acquired it and we had him restore the car
and build it into what it is today.

Macon sold a few cars to British customers in early
1968, before Tony Houghton was introduced to Fred

Original correspondence with Macon Race Cars back in 1969.
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Don Denomme Calls It a Career after 42 years
by Bill Stoler
Don Denomme (Formula Ford #101 1980 Van
Dieman RF80) wrapped up his racing career at the
VRG weekend at Watkins Glen. It’s been 43 years
since he completed his first drivers school at an
SCCA event at Bryar NH in 1979. He received his
SCCA license in 1980 and raced SCCA Formula
Ford and Formula Atlantic for the next 30 years.
He won the New England Championship twice and
finished 2nd in the Northeast division once. When
the SCCA Club Ford class began to fade – he made
the switch to vintage racing, joining the VRG in
2011. He called it a career after the Formula Ford
Challenge Series feature and received the FFCS
Field Champion Award at the year-end Paddock
Party at the Glen.

autocross in parking lots with the car, before running
time trial events with the Corvettes of Massachusetts
at the old Bryar Racetrack in Loudon NH.
Don told me his favorite driver has always been
Mario Andretti and though “I had nowhere near the
talent,” he would have loved to have raced Formula
1. He enjoys watching F1 and has attended Monaco
and F1 races in the U.S. and Canada.
Don and his wife Cathie have been married for
52 years. Don describes Cathie as always being
supportive and says “We’ve been racing for most of
our lives together, she’s been my crew for it all! It
doesn’t seem possible that it’s been 42 years.” Don
shared a touching story about how Cathie required
heart surgery in 2017 and was being prepped the day
they would have been heading to Watkins Glen, but
only after Cathie had asked her doctor to delay the
surgery so Don wouldn’t miss racing at the previous
Lime Rock Historic Festival. “That kind of support
from a loving wife will remain with me always!”

Don’s introduction to racing began in the late 50s
at about 10 years of age, when he attended races at
Hudson Speedway in NH. His father had been helping
a friend who raced a ’32 Ford Coupe at local bullrings.
His father was an experienced mechanic and taught
Don a great deal about cars. He describes growing up
as an “addicted motorhead,” and always attended the
Boston Auto Shows. After college, his first real car
was a 1970 ½ Camaro with a 4-speed and ran solo

Congrats on a great career and best wishes to Don
and Cathie – we certainly hope you keep hanging out
with the rest of us at the races!

View more at BillStoler.com
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We Need Race Reporters!
No formal education required! – just tell us how the weekend went, throw a few sentences together and send
to Bill Stoler at wrstoler@comcast.net or Rob Brownlee Tomasso at rob@rbtomasso.com.

View more at BillStoler.com

For the driver who enjoys racing
with others who value driver attitude,
skill and car preparation.

VRG 2022 Directors
Mike Lawton – President
John Wood – Vice President
Scott Janzen – Treasurer
Nial McCabe – Secretary
Paul King – Director
Keith Lawrence – Director
Graham Long – Director
Butch O’Connor – Director
Ian Wisbon – Director
For questions, please contact:
asktheboard@vrgonline.org

VRG Newsletter Team
Bill Stoler Photography
www.billstoler.com • wrstoler@comcast.net
Don Mei
dnmeicpa@aol.com
Rob Brownlee-Tomasso
rob@rbtomasso.com

www.vrgonline.org
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