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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG Visit the VRG website at www.vrgonline.org for changes and updates to the schedule.

April 6-8 Wild Hare Run with VDCA – Virginia International Raceway, Alton, VA  
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race 
Event Chairman: Mike Jackson, Tel: 561-622-7554, Email: vdca@vintagedrive.com

May 17-20 Jefferson 500 – Summit Point, WV 
VRG Drivers School, Royale FF Challenge Series, VeeRG Challenge Series,  
IMSA RS/Trans Am 2.5 Reunion, VRG Drivers School (May 16-17) 
with FREE Open Test Day (May 17) 
Co-Event Chairmen: Cal Trumbo & Jim Karamanis 
Tel: 304-449-7050 Email: j500@vrgonline.org

June 21-23 5th Annual Vintage Motorsports Festival –  
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, Thompson, CT 
Oldest Road Course in the USA, Co-Sanctioned with the VSCCA 
Event Chairman: Paul King, (508) 847-4809, paulking@vrgonline.org,

July 27-29 New Jersey Historics – NJMP Thunderbolt, Millville, NJ 
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race, VeeRG Challenge Series 
Event Chairman: Butch O’Connor, Tel: 973-295-3674, Email: bfo@spsk.com

September 7-9 VRG at Pitt-Race – Wampum, PA 
Full Track at PIRC. Royale Formula Ford Feature Race 
VeeRG Challenge Series Finale 
Event Chairman: Keith Lawrence, Tel: 412-770-8267, Email: Keith@VRGonline.org

October 5-7 VRG at The Glen – Watkins Glen, NY 
Royale Formula Ford Feature Race 
Event Chairman: Mike Lawton, Tel: 978-274-5935, Email: Lawton@vrgonline.org

November 23-25 Annual Turkey Bowl XXII – Summit Point, WV 
Event Chairman: Michael Oritt, Tel: 305-420-4929, Email: Michael@vrgonline.org

VRG RACE SCHEDULE
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Most of the year, we Joisey Boyz keep pretty busy 
vintage racing our MGs, TDs, As and Bs (and a 
Formula Ford too!). Like most racers, we talk cars in 
the paddock and during breaks in the action and we 
talk about where we’d like to go to see cars too. 

Whenever one of us sees a cool event…or gets to go 
to one, we share the fun with the others stuck doing 
whatever we do when we’re not racing. The email 
exchanges are familiar to all motorheads. “Wouldn’t it 
be great to go there? Wouldn’t it be a blast to check out 
this?” You know what I’m talking about. 

So last November, as our season ended, the emails 
started circulating. “Hey look at this show in London!” 
Now, usually we just trade these back and forth and 
don’t go anywhere, but something happened this year. 
Donnie sent out the London email and Mark countered 
with the Paris email and I said why don’t we do both 
and Mark’s wife wouldn’t let him go off for 10 days 
but 7 would be fine and I said, I’d do that…and Donnie 
said me too and Mark asked Frank if he’d like to go 
and he said sure and then Mark bought tickets for us 
to go to Paris! OMG…are we really going to do this? 

The original plan was to go to Retromobile in Paris and 
then rent a car and drive across France to Mulhouse to 
see the French National Auto Museum there, but Mark 

said, “Hey, Stuttgart is only a couple of hours away, 
lets hit the Porsche and Mercedes museums too.” We 
being the simple fools we are said, “Yea! More cars!” 

Well, Mark, now unanimously elected Joisey Boyz 
travel director went to work. Over the next months 
we got a steady stream of emails saying, we now had 
rooms in Paris and then a rental car reservation. We 
kept calling each other, “We’re really doing this.” 

Before we knew it, months had passed and there 
we were, at the airport, looking at each other in 
astonishment. We boarded Air France Flt.023 and still 
didn’t believe this was happening until the plane lifted 
off. We felt like little kids playing hooky rather than 
the “mature” seniors seen in our passports. 

Again, Mark set the plan…go to sleep as early as 
possible so we can adapt quickly to the time change 
in Paris faster. Easier said than done when you’re 
trying to trick your body into going to sleep at 4 in the 
afternoon. 

The first of many surprises happened when we arrived 
(on time) in Paris. Snow! It’s normal to us, but 
Parisians rarely if ever see it and they are not prepared 
to deal with it…mostly we found, they just ignore it. 
The snow closed all but one runway and luckily the 

THE JOISEY BOYZ TAKE EUROPE 
by Storm Field (This article also ran in the April 2018 issue of VICTORY LANE magazine) 

 Photos by Mark Sherman (For more photos, visit these links: Retromobile, Cite de l’Automobile,  
Mercedes Benz Museum Stuttgart, Porsche Museum Stuttgart, Circuit de Reims Gueux)

https://marksherman.smugmug.com/Events/2018-Retromobile/
https://marksherman.smugmug.com/Automobiles/Cite-de-lAutomobile
https://marksherman.smugmug.com/Automobiles/Mercedes-Benz-Museum-Stuttgart
https://marksherman.smugmug.com/Automobiles/Porsche-Museum-Stuttgart
https://marksherman.smugmug.com/Automobiles/Circuit-de-Reims-Gueux
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pilot could make it out. Landing a jumbo jet on a 
snow-covered runway was like going on a skid pad 
in an apartment building. We jinked left, then right 
and back again and as the jet engines wound down 
we straightened out and began the longest ride I ever 
had in a plane. I thought the pilot was so exhilarated 
by making the landing, he was driving us into Paris…
but really, they were just trying to find a open gate. We 
sat for an hour while they cleared enough snow away 
to give us access to a gate and voila! we were in Paris. 
The problem was they didn’t have any vehicles that 
could deal with the snow, so it took them over 2 hours 
to get the luggage to us…and then we were finally on 
our way into the city of lights. 

Paris is a beautiful city, but with a coating of snow, it 
was magical. We enjoyed the ride into the city, over 
the Seine and then on to our hotel, where the next 
surprise was they had messed up the reservations. We 
sort of cleared it up and decided to have breakfast and 
head right to Retromobile, which opened at 10am. 

The cab ride to Port of Versailles where the event 
was being held was fascinating. The roads were snow 
covered! They have no plows in Paris! No shovels 
either as nothing was cleaned off, not sidewalks or 
steps. Mon Dieu! Good thing we had footwear up 
to the challenge! Cold wet feet would have been a 
disaster. 

We walked through the gates, showed our tickets (of 
course we had them. Mark bought them a month ago). 
The entrance we walked in took us directly into the 
vendor area. Shoulder to shoulder people selling all 
sorts of things, from used parts, to new, to upholstery, 
car covers, hats, coats, repair items, models. You want 
it? We got it! But we came for the cars and what cars 
there were to be seen. Along with being our Director 
of Travel, Mark is also our official photographer and 
he started snapping the moment we entered Building 
#1 (Retromobile has grown so much that they now 
take up much of 3 attached buildings…#1 was the 
main one). The displays were filled with pieces of art 
masquerading as cars. We walked through the building 
regularly stopping, fixated on seeing “in the flesh” 
cars we had only read about or seen in pictures. We 
kept losing each other as we each became locked onto 
another amazing car, forgetting everything else. 

No way we could cover everything the first day and 
as evening came, we moved to Building #2 where the 
Artcurial auction was going to be held. Mark had a 
subscription to a magazine holding a cocktail soiree 
there. More amazing cars and this time to be enjoyed 
with wine and pate’. I don’t see how it gets any better 
than this. Artcurial had maybe 50 motorcycles from 
the turn of last century on display, Porsche 904s, both 
a complete one and a palette of pieces (multiple boxes, 
an engine and a front clip) going up for sale. Ferraris 
and Renault Alpines standing side by side. Cars I’d 
never seen before nor ever heard of in varying degrees 
of condition, from good luck to good to go. 

We left the show in the dark and headed back to our 
hotel, exhausted and rather overwhelmed by all we 
saw. After a quick bite to eat, it was time to go to bed 
for an early start the next day. We were whipped. The 
only sleep we had in the last 24 hours had been on 
the plane. 

The next morning, we ate a big breakfast at our hotel 
and then back to Retromobile as the doors opened. We 
prowled aisles we had missed before and revisited cars 
we wanted to see one more time. We returned to the 
Artcurial location just to make sure we hadn’t missed 
anything when Mark mentioned that Bonham’s was 
having a “little thing” at the Grand Palais and maybe 
we should go check that out too. Mais Oui! Allonz 
sie mais amies! We headed to Le Metro, the French 
Subway and found our way there…well not entirely, 
what we did was get lost and then back tracked 
hiking through the Louvre and along the Seine past 
the Tulleries until we found the Grand Palais, a turn 
of the century exhibition hall with a glass roof. The 
folks there were nice enough to let us in and there in 
this huge space were more lovely cars, particularly 
the selection of pre-war cars like the Minervas that 
simply took our breath away. It didn’t take long before 
we once again ran out of steam…grabbed a cab back 
to the hotel to clean up and head to dinner (we had a 
reservation…yeah, he’s that good). 

The next morning…day 3 if you’re counting…we went 
to get our rental car. It’s a bit more complicated than 
getting one in the states, but mostly the selection is cars 
that will never be seen here. Ours was a Toyota Verso, 
big enough for all of us and our bags, so somewhat 
larger than most cars we saw and equipped with a turbo 
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diesel and a 6 speed…oh joy, oh rapture! We loaded 
up and headed out of Paris, aiming the car east for 
Mulhouse. If you already have discovered the Waze app 
and use it, you’ll be happy to know it works equally as 
well in Europe. It certainly made things easier for us. 
The amazing thing was how quickly the city gave way 
to country and how quickly we left the snow behind. It 
hadn’t dropped a flake an hour east of the city. 

It was a long drive to Mulhouse and after checking in, 
we found ourselves in a wonderful place for dinner 
and then back climbing into bed tired but excited for 
day 4 and the National Museum. 

The next day we packed up and drove to the 
museum in a refurbished factory building. Most of 
the collection and the building were property of a 
Monsieur Schlumpf. The building and contents were 
seized by the state when he was unable to come up 
with certain tax penalties. It’s all very complicated. 
What isn’t complicated is the amazing collection of 
cars in the building. If we were impressed with the 
offerings at Retromobile, the displays in the Schlumpf 
collection were simply not to be believed. Let’s start 
with the world’s largest collection of Bugattis. So 
many variations of custom coach building for each 
model. There were rows of the earliest cars ever built 
and then row by row of cars by decades. A surprise 
was a special room filled with Corvettes, which made 
Donnie very happy. And just when we couldn’t absorb 
one more car, we walked into a room filled with F1 
cars. There were modern ones, but we gravitated to 
the ones from our youth…the sleek cars from the 60s. 
Simply fantastic. 

You’d really want a couple of days to do the collection 
justice, but we couldn’t dally and a bit later than 

we expected, we were back on the road heading to 
Stuttgart. Another beautiful drive, done at high speed, 
of course. We pulled into Stuttgart in the dark, found 
our way to a little hole in the wall Italian restaurant 
(thanks Yelp) where we had a terrific meal and checked 
into our hotel opposite the train station, not far from 
Schlossplatz (Castle Place, site of local government 
and lots of shops). 

After yet another incredible breakfast we were off to 
the Mercedes Museum. It’s a huge building and it’s 
very much worth the visit. We got half price senior 
tickets from a charming woman who was surprised 
that any of us was over 60. Well, she acted surprised 
and that was good enough for us. 

If you’ve ever been to the Guggenheim Museum in 
NYC, you’ll have a good idea of what the Mercedes 
Museum is like. After you get your audio guide, it’s 
up an elevator to the top of the building and from there 
you walk down and down through Mercedes history…
actually Benz and Daimler history until it becomes 
one company as Mercedes Benz. It really is done very 
well, some of the cars, particularly the early models 
can be seen nowhere else. We filled two and half hours 
easily before leaving and heading to our next stop for 
the day, the Porsche Museum. 

Mark had read…and therefore arranged a private 
guided tour for us and our guide Henry was terrific, 
but not quite ready for the Joisey Boyz blitzkrieg. The 
private tour was only supposed to be an hour, but as we 
spent the first 30 minutes in their glassed-in workshop, 
where they fix and refurbish cars on display…it ran 
rather longer. Henry left us about 3 hours after we first 
met as we closed the tour as the museum closed for the 
night. Again, the cars, were just fantastic. There was 
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Dr. Porsche’s first 356…#1 which was mid-engined 
and beautiful. Race cars abounded…we faked a photo 
showing us taking a car out on our shoulders…it was 
mounted upside down demonstrating the extraordinary 
down force it created. 904s, 908s, 917s…what a 
collection of cars. Just amazing. 

Back to the hotel, to refresh, to dine and rest, before 
our next venue, a tour of the Porsche factory. Because 
our tour was in the early afternoon, we enjoyed a 
leisurely breakfast and then a walk around central 
Stuttgart before heading back to Zuffhausen to meet 
at the Porsche Museum for our tour. When our guide 
Francesca met our group, she looked around and saw 
us…”Ah, Der Joisey Boyz”…our reputations, or lack 
of same, had preceded us. Apparently, we now held 
the record for longest museum tour ever! 

This was really one of the few times we were not 
looking at historic cars but at the making of modern 
cars and we found it fascinating. The automation, the 
way they had to make up for the limited space they 
work in and how the prepare the components for the 
assembly line kept us focused the entire time we walked 
around…and there’s a good bit of walking involved…
from the museum across to the factory, then to the 
different buildings where the interiors are created…to 
where the motors are built and finally to the assembly 
building. We were not ready to leave when it all ended 
and it was time once again to hit the road. 

Our final stop of the trip was Reims, home of many 
famous races, particularly in the 50s and earlier. We 
decided to make the stop here and see if maybe we 
couldn’t find some of the old original road course in 
the morning before we headed back to the airport for 
our trip home. We got in late, was lucky to find a place 
open to grab a meal, before retiring. 

After an early start we followed Waze directions out 
of town to some quiet side road well out of the central 
part of the city. There, as we drove, we came upon the 
original grandstands and pit areas of the Reims course 
rising from the morning mist into the bright sunlight. 
It felt like we had come upon a time warp. We had 
watched films of some of the old races including a F1 
races from 1955 that had happened right here. We stood 
in front of the pits we had seen these amazing cars and 
drivers going in and out of and faced the stands that 
once held thousands of fans. We felt ourselves drawn 
back in time and had a special appreciation for those 
who had managed to save this from being torn down, 
even though racing hasn’t happened here for more 
than 5 decades. 

Before we knew it, we were back on a plane headed 
for home, but changed somehow by all of our 
experiences…and already talking about plans for 
another trip. The clock is ticking.
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Finally, it was here! My first racing outing with the 
VRG for the year 2018!

After what seemed to be a horribly delayed spring, it 
was time to head south for the WILD HARE RUN at 
Virginia International Raceway. The event has become 
one of my favorites, not only because it’s held at the 
gorgeous place we know as VIR, but the chance to 
get together with what has to be my second favorite 
group of racers, the Vintage Driver’s Club of America, 
as well. The VDCA has been described to me by many 
folks, as a “driver’s club’ similar to the VRG and it is 
not a surprise that the VDCA and the VRG team up 
for this event as well as the Jefferson 500 at Summit 
Point. It’s a good match. 

As a photographer, it’s a treat to shoot many cars 
that I won’t see anywhere else this year and VIR is a 

photographer’s dream, with a plethora of opportunities 
to chase the light. If you view my images included in 
this edition, you’ll see that I’ve taken a liking to the 
shot coming out of Turn 4 (left hook) and into Turn 5. 
This allows me to capture a number of cars with the 
iconic red buildings of VIR in the background. I’ve 
been shooting for quite some time now and I’m still 
trying to improve as a photographer and recently, I’ve 
been trying to capture images that capture the venue. 
When I started shooting motorsport, like many, I was 
“intoxicated with the new-found access” to the track 
and wanted to “ZOOM in tight” to capture the details 
of the car, the driver’s eyes, gloves and other details! 
While that is still a cool shot, I’ve learned that a better 
shot sometimes, is “wider” and captures the essence 
of racing by including other cars and some identifying 
characteristic of the track. As I write this, I recall that 

2018 WILD HARE RUN AT VIR 
by Bill Stoler (Click here for direct link to Wild Hare Run photo gallery)

https://billstoler.com/#/gallery/2018-vdca-wild-hare-run-vir/1-website-look-for-more-images2017-082f3/
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I missed the opportunity shoot “Oak Tree” by one 
year. (sigh..) My first visit to VIR wasn’t until the 
Spring of 2014, which was right after the big oak tree 
succumbed during the summer of 2013. Of course, 
the other iconic shot from VIR is the one of the cars 
climbing the “Esses.” I attempted to capture everyone 
during a few sessions and you can look for those on 
my website – www.billstoler.com. 

Weather-wise, the weekend was a case of “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde!” Friday was a perfect kind of day with 
blue skies and pleasant temps, but Saturday the weather 
went downhill in a hurry! Falling temperatures, with 
rain, winds and eventually some snow overnight, 
really put a damper on my shooting! As many of you 
know, I do like shooting in the rain because it gives 
me some very interesting shots….but Saturday was 
just too “interesting “ for me at times! I did get some 
“panning” shots in the rain of the Formula Fords 
from the garage balcony which really captured what 
Saturday’s weather was like. The good news is, the fair 
skies (albeit, a bit cool) returned on Sunday and I was 

thrilled to see that many of the Fords stayed and took 
the green flag for the Royale Formula Ford Challenge 
feature race on Sunday! Likewise, a large field of cars 
raced in the one-hour enduro, held Sunday morning. 

In spite of the challenging weather, the Royale Formula 
Ford Challenge Series is off to a terrific start. Although 
the paddock thinned out during the weekend, 24 Fords 
stayed and took the green on Sunday for the feature. 
I think that really says something about the success 
of that series, not to mention that Chili-Cook-off they 
had in the paddock Friday evening! Hank Giffin’s chili 
was voted the best by his peers and the highlight of the 
party was the drawing for the “coveted” raffle prizes 
donated by the sponsors of the RFFCS. The “Sisters-
Fairchild” took turns picking the winners – which did 
include Dad and Grandfather Fairchild! …way to go 
girls! Scott Fairchild continued his winning ways at 
VIR capturing the RFFCS feature on Sunday with 
John Gaither being the highest finishing FF in the final 
Group 2-5-7 race on Sunday afternoon. The usual 
RFFCS battles at VIR usually include Doug Meis. 

http://www.billstoler.com
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That challenge never materialized over the weekend 
as Doug experienced transmission problems. Joe 
Griffen also experienced mechanical gremlins early 
in the weekend and wasn’t able to contest for another 
series win. (But that didn’t stop him from performing 
his grilling skills again for the paddock party!) The 
RFFCS Field Champion flag was awarded to Scott 
Nettleship, who also scored a win on Saturday on a 
very wet track. 

Obviously, the highlight of the weekend is the “Wild 
Hare Run.” It’s an “Australian style pursuit race” and 
it’s unlike anything I’ve ever witnessed at a race track. 
The “Wild Hare Run” is essentially a handicap race 
that allows each car to compete for the overall win 
regardless of the class. The “mathematical wizards,” 
Mike Jackson and Doug Meis work all afternoon on 
Friday to “crunch the numbers” (qualifying times) to 
come up with “the complex algorithm” that determines 
the starting order and most importantly, the duration 
of the “Wild Hare Run!” The racing cars are released 
at specified intervals based on qualifying times, 
starting with the slowest car first and the fastest car 
last. After the final car is released, the race directors/
official scorers head to the scoring tower to keep track 
of this unusual race, featuring cars from all nine race 

groups. Theoretically, this should result in all the cars 
finishing at the same time! That is, if every driver ran 
his/her qualifying time and lost no time passing cars. 
Historically speaking, it is rare that the first car to be 
released is still leading at the finish. Equally rare is to 
have a huge group of cars cross the finish line at the 
same time. 

This year’s winner was Susan Patterson in her beautiful 
blue Cobra. At the Saturday night VDCA dinner, Susan 
was awarded the traditional Wild Hare Run trophy, 
an oversize stuffed Easter Bunny! For a number of 
years, and additional accolade has been “created and 
awarded” by Bob Clarke. Clarke donated a special 
“Bunny’s Butt” trophy for the second-place finisher, 
and that went to Roy Crowninshield who drove a 1980 
Crossle 40F Club Ford in the Wild Hare Run.

It was another successful weekend for the racers of the 
VDCA and VRG at that wonderful race track at VIR. 
In just a few weeks, the VRG and the VDCA will meet 
again at the newly re-surfaced and upgraded Summit 
Point Motorsports Park for the JEFFERSON 500. It 
is my understanding that the entries have topped 250 
cars! See you at the Jeff!

Bill Stoler – The VRG “Photo Guy”
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WWW.VRGONLINE.ORG

For the driver who enjoys racing with others who value 
driver attitude, skill and car preparation.

VRG 2018 DIRECTORS
Jim Karamanis, President 
Nial McCabe, Vice President 
Cal Trumbo, Treasurer 
Mike Lawton, Secretary 
Storm Field, Director 
Keith Lawrence, Director 
Graham Long, Director 
Butch O’Connor, Director 
Ian Wisbon, Director 
You may also contact: 
Jim Karamanis e-mail jim@vrgonline.org 
phone: 571-762-3125

Don Mei - Editor 
dnmeicpa@aol.com

Rob Brownlee-Tomasso - Layout and Production 
rbt25@verizon.net

Bill Stoler Photography 
www.billstoler.com 
wrstoler@comcast.net

Here’s a chance to get a free 5x7 frame if you didn’t 
get one (or another one if you’d like).

The club had a bunch of frames left over after the 
event and Bill Stoler is offering to search his archives 
for a good photo of you and put it in the frame and 
bring it along to this year’s Jefferson 500. He is only 
asking for the price of the 5x7 print which is usually 
$9.95, but he’ll offer it for $8.00…just to help the club 
get rid of the frames!

Email him at wrstoler@comcast.net or text him at 
717-372-2279.

If you won’t be there and you still want one, add 
another $7.95 for shipping and he’ll pack it up and 
mail it to you! ($15.95)

Contact him before MAY 14 if you want to pick it up 
at the Jeff 500!

DID YOU ATTEND LAST YEAR’S JEFFERSON 500?

http://www.vrgonline.org
mailto:jim@vrgonline.org
mailto:dnmeicpa@aol.com
mailto:rbt25@verizon.net
http://www.billstoler.com
mailto:wrstoler%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:wrstoler@comcast.net

